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Renovations Make an Impact During Recruitment
House Corporation Looking for New Volunteers

On behalf of the House Corporation Board, it
is a joy to share with you many wonderful
highlights occurring at Phi.

This summer we finished the renovations to the
bedrooms on the fifth and sixth floors, replacing
the sleeping dorms with four-girl live-in rooms.
All four-girl studies have been replaced with
two-girl live-in rooms and all the rooms have
built-in beds, dressers, closets, desks, and new
floors. We removed the old phone booths and
kitchenette on the fifth floor, paving the way for
cozy conversation areas to take their place. It’s
wonderful to hear how excited the ladies were to
come back to the house to see the renovations,
as well as hear from other chapters during mock
recruitment, and the potential new members
going through recruitment, about how fabulous
the rooms were. With this being the first major
renovation to the house in 45 years, these areas
are more pleasing to the eye and provide a more
homelike atmosphere for our undergraduates.

Fresh landscaping adds more
outdoor beauty around the Phi house.

The old phonebooths were removed from
the halls and replaced with a cozy seating area.

Officer Elections at

November Board Meeting

The board will elect new officers at the November
meeting with the elected positions being president
(two-year term), treasurer (two-year term),
secretary (one-year term), and communication
chairwoman. We are pleased to welcome new
member Holly Heckathorn Kabler 91 and
new Parent’s Club President Kelly Setter to the
board, and I’m honored to have the assistance,
commitment, and energy of all our members,
including the collegians currently serving. If you
would like to join, we generally meet four to
five times a year, conducting the majority of our
business via e-mail. Please contact me if you are
interested in hearing more.

Information Needed for
Centennial Celebration
Stacy Abernethy *96 is working with KU alumni
and Alpha Chi Omega Headquarters to verify
contact information for the centennial celebration.
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The redecorated formal living room includes
new seating and window treatments.

If you have moved, changed e-mail addresses,
or have any other different contact information,
please send updates to Stacy at stacyabs@
sbhcglobal.net. She will forward your updated
information to headquarters and the chapter.

Additionally, if you know anyone who is not
receiving the Notes of the Lyre newsletter,
please e-mail Stacy to get them on the mailing
list. If you are not receiving The Lyre quarterly
magazine from headquarters, please contact
receptionist@alphachiomega.org.

I would like to thank my board members for
their continuous support and dedication to Phi
Chapter. You rock!

Loyally,

Tricia Edelman Luedke *94
House Corporation President
(913) 645-7105

tricialuedke @comcast.net
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New chairs and tables update the dining room,
as well as fabric wall panels to cut down noise.

All of the study rooms have now been converted
to two-girl live-ins complete with built-ins.

The four-girl live-ins have been renovated with
new built-in desks, dressers, beds, and closets.
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Alpha Chi Omega Alumna
Cherishes Phi Experience

Ipha Chi Omega Phi Chapter is pleased to introduce you to Wendy

Hills ’89. Wendy serves as vice president and associate general

counsel for Waddell & Reed Financial Inc. in Overland Park, Kansas.

She serves as legal counsel for the publicly traded parent company and

is responsible for advising the company and senior executive officers

= 2 W on issues of securities law, general cor-

: { porate law, corporate governance, SEC

reporting, mergers and acquisitions, and
employee benefits.

As an undergraduate, Wendy took an en-
vironmental law class as an elective and
immediately fell in love with the field of
law. While she had planned to become
an environmental attorney, she took a
business law course, developing a val-
ued mentor in the professor while tak-
ing the class. He was influential in developing her interest in securities
work. Wendy earned both her bachelor of arts in architectural studies
and her juris doctorate at the University of Kansas.

She acknowledges joining Alpha Chi Omega as the best way to meet
people and put the student population into a relatively small perspec-
tive. She recalls the majority of her pledge class remaining active until
graduation for the typical reasons: academic support from your sisters,
social opportunities, and a strong sense of commitment to each other
and Alpha Chi Omega. In remembering her undergraduate time, she
uses a Ferris Bueller quote, ‘Life moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop
and look around once in a while, you could miss it.” “I wish someone
had told me to make a point to enjoy every day of college and really
take advantage of all of the opportunities and experiences that you are
presented with.”

Without question, Wendy credits the amazing friendships created at Al-
pha Chi Omega for shaping every facet of her life today. “There are nine
of us who keep in touch on an almost daily basis and plan a weekend
together at least once a year,” Wendy said. “During school, we relied
on each other to push ourselves academically and served as a collective
consigliere for important guidance and advice on decisions both big
and small. They are like family to me and I know they feel the same.”

The special memories she remembers most are the incredible personal
achievements of her friends—those who received early admittance into
medical school, sisters who took mission trips to third-world countries,
women nominated for Rhodes scholarships, and those headed off to
earn graduate and doctoral degrees.

Living in Kansas City, Wendy makes it back to KU often and stops by
Alpha Chi Omega on occasion. “While the décor has changed, it’s still the
same place,” Wendy said. “We continue to be amazed by Housemom Pat’s
ability to remember all of our names and reminisce with us about our years
in the chapter.”

In Wendy’s free time she loves to travel and has visited Bora Bora,
Spain, Alaska, Argentina, and Chile. She also is very active in Kan-
sas City with volunteer work, mentoring for underprivileged children,
and caring for her gorgeous German shepherd rescue dog, Hutch. You
can contact her at whills@waddell.com.

Members await the arrival of our newest sisters on
Bid Day. Phi Chapter is now 171 members strong.
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o matter the season, our sisters are always striving to seek the

heights and make a difference in other people’s lives. Our members
returned mid-August to prepare for one of the largest groups of women
participating in fall formal recruitment. On Bid Day, our sisters stood on
our hill, welcoming 56 outstanding new members to Alpha Chi Omega.
We also were proud to have Sara Patrick *10 serve as head recruitment
counselor with several other sisters serving as recruitment counselors.

CHAPTER WELCOMES ANDREA COOPER AND

KRISTIN’S STORY TO CAMPUS

On October 19, Phi Chapter hosted Kristin’s Story, a presentation by
Andrea Cooper about topics regarding depression and rape. The Alpha
Chi Omega Foundation awarded Phi Chapter a grant in order to host
the event. We are so thankful for such opportunities to not only inform
others but to raise awareness on campus.

NEW MEMBER WINS NATIONAL AXQ AWARD

A major achievement for Phi Chapter came when Jami Bechard ’12
was announced as the Amy DuBois Rieth Outstanding Emerging Leader
by Headquarters for her involvement in our chapter, on campus, and in
the community. This award honors one newly initiated member out of
more than 130 Alpha Chi Omega chapters. It is designed to honor an
emerging leader who has embraced the ideals of the Fraternity, shows
great potential, and is already taking steps to actively participate. Con-
gratulations, Jami!

CHAPTER CELEBRATED 99TH BIRTHDAY

On September 15, Phi Chapter celebrated its 99th birthday. The chapter
recently honored this accomplishment at the Birthday Bash celebration
on October 18, where we hosted Omicron Chapter members for a dinner
and series of sisterhood activities, making sure to recognize our long
shared history as Alpha Chi Omega chapters.

More than ever, our members are full of enthusiasm and excitement
as we move into the future. Next year will mark Phi Chapter’s 100th
birthday, and we are so proud to continue the long-standing legacy of the
Real. Strong. Women. at Phi Chapter.

Loyally,

Caitlin Scheckel *10

Chapter President

(785) 241-4065
axophi.chapterpresident@gmail.com
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Darcey Altschwager
Hiawatha, lowa

Rachael Baldwin
Wichita, Kan.

Jordan Begley
Skiatook, Okla.

Evan Belser*
Olathe, Kan.
(Mother Darci Lackey
Belser, Psi ’87)

Karli Berry
Garden Plain, Kan.

Emma Brandt
Kearney, Neb.

Katherine Brazier
Carol Stream, Ill.

Elizabeth Breeden
Lenexa, Kan.

Cassidy Brinckman
Shawnee, Kan.

Katie Cantlon
Clarendon Hills, Ill.

Ceanna Chapman
Kansas City, Mo.

Welcome, New Members

Melanie Edwards*
Bell Canyon, Calif.
(Sister Allison Edwards,
Rho ’10)

Lexy Emert
Elk Grove, Calif.

Joy Fesen
Hutchinson, Kan.

Hannah Feste
Sioux City, lowa

Alle Flamme
North Bend, Neb.

Erin Flax
Ness City, Kan.

Mary Fortino
Overland Park, Kan.

Leana Fox
Overland Park, Kan.

Claire Gaspard
San Diego, Calif.

Caroline Goble
Tampa, Fla.

Kylie Gravatt*
Piper, Kan.

(Sister Haley Freeman ’08)

Erin Hastings
Wichita, Kan.

Josie Herrick
Emporia, Kan.

Britney Hinote
Roeland Park, Kan.

Hallie Holton
Sammamish, Wash.

Sydney Klimas
Overland Park, Kan.

Sara Kuckelman
Olathe, Kan.

Zoe Lemke
Olathe, Kan.

Brittney Maddox
Raymore, Mo.

Maria Marcotte
Hays, Kan.

Rachael McDonnell
Shawnee, Kan.

Bridget McQuinn
Palos Heights, IlI.

Allison Meads
Overland Park, Kan.

Maddy Moloney
Arlington Heights, IlI.

Erin O’Neill*
Overland Park, Kan.

(Mother Jennifer Mahoney

O’Neill, Kappa ’80)

Jessie Peterson
Overland Park, Kan.

Danielle Pistotnik
Calabasas, Calif.

Haley Pitcairn
Olathe, Kan.

Kelly Reeve
Clive, lIowa

Shannon Richmeier
Gladstone, Mo.

Jennifer Salach
Overland Park, Kan.

Meghan Saravanja
Birmingham, Ala.

Morgan Scheckel*
Richmond, Kan.
(Sisters Lyndsay
Scheckel *11 and
Caitlin Scheckel *10)

Emily Schoonover
Galesburg, Ill.

Emily Stratton
Wamego, Kan.

Hannah Thomas
Dodge City, Kan.

Haris Vrabhliotis
Wichita, Kan.

Bre Waters
Topeka, Kan.

Hannah Wessling*
Aurora, Colo.

(Sister Kathryn Wessling,

Iota Lambda ’11)

Brenna Westhoff
Laramie, Wyo.

Sophie Wilmshurst
Rosemount, Minn.

Hallie Wilson
Wichita, Kan.

Paige Wolfe
Lenexa, Kan.

Dominique Woodbridge

Walnut Creek, Calif.

Emily Zimmer
Denver, Colo.

*Legacy; relative in
parentheses
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he women of Alpha Chi Omega teamed up with the men of Alpha Tau

champions!

Omega for KU’s 101st Homecoming festivities, prevailing as the grand

Leading the way were Homecoming Chairwomen Rachel Loggan ’11, Elisa
Martin ’11, and Kailyn Keplinger ’10. The teams earned first place in the
Awareness for Wellness and mural contests and second place in the Jayhawk
Jingles and parade banner events. Combined with Alpha Tau Omega, the
chapter also won the 3-on-3 basketball tournament this year.

The KU Alumni Association and the student-led Homecoming Steering
Committee included Holly Lafferty *10, who selected the theme, “Jayhawks
Around the World,” to celebrate the University’s global reach in terms of
international students and faculty, research discoveries that change the world,
and the achievements of KU alumni who live in 150 countries around the globe.

Alpha Chi Omega and Alpha Tau Omega paired up
for Homecoming 2013. Above is our banner in
the Homecoming parade held in downtown Lawrence.

Visit www.kualumni.org/homecoming to learn more about KU’s Homecoming
tradition.
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Save the Date
September 13, 2014

Help us celebrate a
Century of Sisterhood!

Lawrence, Kansas
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Morve information will be
provided in future mailings.

Buy a Brick, Your
Legacy Will Stick!

Leave Your Name on
the Steps of AXQ Forever

Are you a legacy? Do you want to preserve
a relationship with your Phi sisters?
Does Alpha Chi Omega at KU hold a special
place for you?

If so, think about purchasing a brick for the
Phi Chapter of Alpha Chi Omega. Each brick
is $100 and includes three lines for engraving
with 15 characters per line. All proceeds
will benefit the chapter for future in-house
projects.

For more information, contact Kaylin
Sangimino ’11 at ksangimino@gmail.com or
(316) 308-0984.

www.kuaxo.com

Alpha Chi Omega — Phi Chapter
University of Kansas

Alpha Chi Omega, Phi Chapter
@PhiChapterAXO

@KUAIphaChiOmega

Find Us Online
00000

phichapteraxo.wordpress.com
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Edith Fleming Lessenden Chandler ’42 passed away June 14, 2013, in Topeka, Kan. She graduated
from KU in 1946 with degrees in education, speech, and drama. Edith was a member of Mortar Board,
Pi Lambda Theta, and Pi Epsilon Delta honorary societies. In 1952, she received a master’s degree
in speech and drama from KU. Edith is survived by her husband, Anderson; three children: Sandra,
Marged, and Eve; 13 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; and brother, Jon.

Parent’s Club Off and Running

Parent’s Club hosted its
second-annual Family Day
on the Hill in September.

he goal of Parent’s Club is to provide communication to

parents, offer more social activities, and raise funds to
benefit Alpha Chi Omega. We are off to a great start this year,
with Family Day on the Hill. More than 200 sisters and parents
attended and we sold more than 180 shirts, bringing in close to
$1,000 in donations. The next Parent’s Club-sponsored event
will be the Dad’s Day Auction on November 16.

Parent’s Club dues are $50 per family. If you are interested in
joining, contact me at setters@sprintmail.com. Also, if you have
not received any information via e-mail, please let me know.

Thank you to everyone for an awesome start to the year! If
you have any questions or suggestions, or would like to get
involved, please contact me.

Loyally,
Kelly Setter
Parent’s Club President



