
This fall Phi Chapter was honored to celebrate our 100th year on the 
University of Kansas campus. As more than 350 women gathered to 

celebrate our many years of sisterhood, I hope you too were able to reflect 
on your memories of Phi Chapter and how it positively impacted 
your life. 
 
For a century now, Phi Chapter has been a leader in the 
Greek community at the University of Kansas, with 
a reputation of well-rounded and intelligent women, 
involved campus leaders, loyal friendships, and fun. This 
comes from each generation passing down those qualities 
and caring about the future of our chapter. Alpha Chi’s 
excellence requires intention and dedication, much like a 
beautiful garden requires constant sun, water, and weeding. 
 
Most of us would say that the friendships made decades ago are still some 
of our most treasured. Those friendships are even richer today, deepened 
by celebrations of marriages, children, careers, and philanthropy, as well 
as sorrow in challenging times. In today’s busy world, we appreciate and 
value the joy of having friends who have been with us through many 
seasons of life, and we wish the same for women who come after us.
 
As we embark on the journey to renovate our home, I want to send a big 
thank-you to all of the sisters who have provided early financial gifts 
to bring these plans to reality. To date, 38 sisters have looked into their 
hearts, reached into their wallets, and donated $195,972 to the campaign. 
Behind each gift: a memory, a reason, and a purpose for contributing. 

Some give back to ensure the future success of Alpha Chi and others to 
commemorate the lifelong friendships formed there. Whether you’re from 
the pledge class of 1954 or 2014, we need your help to raise the remaining 

$304,028.

I respectfully ask you to consider making a gift or pledge 
today by using the enclosed pledge form or visiting http://
axophi.kintera.org/donate. Every gift to our campaign is 
significant and greatly appreciated. You may give a gift 
in honor of or in memory of a family member, pledge 
sister, or friend. Our goal is to have every sister give what 
she can, as all gifts are important to the success of this 

campaign. In appreciation, all donors will be recognized 
in campaign publications. Donors who contribute $2,500 or 

more to the campaign will have their name on a prominently 
displayed plaque in the chapter house. 

We are all part of a very special bond, and on behalf of all Phi women—
past, present, and future—I want to thank you for your interest in, support 
of, and remembrance of Alpha Chi Omega and the Phi Chapter! We’ll 

always remember YOU!

Loyally,
Tricia Edelman Luedke ’94 
House Corporation President
(913) 645-7105
tricialuedke@comcast.net
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Something to Celebrate: Phi Chapter Turns 100
A Century of Sisterhood Campaign Gains Momentum

FALL 2014

Join Your 

Sisters and 

Support the 

Campaign 

Today!

Campaign Status 
At-a-Glance

As of October 15, 2014

$500,000 Goal

$195,972 Total Raised 

38 Donors 

2,153 Mailable Alumnae

See the donors on page 2!

Centennial Celebration a Huge Success
Read Pages 4-5 for Event Details

Phi Chapter hosted the 
Century of Sisterhood 
banquet dinner on 
September 13. We 
celebrated our 
centennial with more 
than 350 alumnae and 
collegians. Phi Chapter’s 
achievements and 
outstanding women 
were recognized, along 
with our 50-, 65- and 
75-year members. 
What a great night 
to come together and 
celebrate 100 years!



Phi Society
($50,000 and above)
Alpha Chi Omega Undergraduates

Lyre Society
($25,000 to $49,999)
Carol Swanson Ritchie ’52

Pearl Society
($15,000 to $24,999)

Loyalty Society
($10,000 to $14,999)
Jo Sicking Hurley ’57
Mary Fassnacht Whitaker ’59

Carnation Society
($5,000 to $9,999)
Phi Chapter Parents’ Club 2013‑14
Jane Hanna Reeble ’50
Carol Rossman Burrows ’57

Linda S. Legg ’69
Cathy Brown Hedlund ’70
Linda McDougall ’71
Sara Welch ’87
	 In honor of
	 Carol Jarvis Welch 
	 Gamma Epsilon ’53
Tiffany Ball Fisher ’94
Julie Crider Wisbrock ’95
Melissa Schoen ’97

Scarlet & Olive Society
($2,500 to $4,999)
Patricia Hollingsworth Mayor ’61
Linda Urba Helling ’66
Heather Comstock Claybrook ’87
Mendy Holmes Mitchell ’87
Krista Tiller Shackelford, M.D. ’94
Amiee Crawford Wenson ’94
Megan Meyers ’00
Amanda Akard Coil ’01
Kate Crandall Pickering ’03

Crimson & Blue Society
($1,000 to $2,499)
Nancy Canary Rogers ’51
Margaret Wille Walker ’55
Sherryl Duckworth Thorne ’60
Anna Clovis Ritchie ’01

Sisterhood Society
($500 to $999)
Maureen Kelley Lyons ’51
	 In memory of
	 Ann Marty Aiken ’51
Laura Glover Kaiser ’71
Patricia Edelman Luedke ’94
Candace Chaney Varner ’01

Other Donors
(Up to to $499)
Peggy Miller Stephenson ’39
Sharon Oakes Tongier ’50
Donna Sanner Malkmus ’51
Janis Williams Mader ’55

Julie Belsaas Hodges ’65
Jennifer Hurst Gunter ’77
JoAnn Greenwood Westra ’78

Thank You, Loyal Sisters, for Contributing $195,972

We are truly grateful to the following 38 sisters who have contributed $195,972 to Phi Chapter’s A Century of Sisterhood, Building for the Next 
100 Years campaign. Your gifts ensure the legacy you helped build lives on for many years to come. 

Each donor who contributes $2,500 or more will be recognized on a plaque prominently displayed in the renovated chapter house. Donors are listed by 
initiation year in their appropriate giving levels. If an error has been made in recording your gift, or your name has been mistakenly omitted, we sincerely 
apologize. Please contact our campaign coordinator at astoops@penningtonco.com or (785) 856-9582 to make any corrections. 

$195,972 
Raised

$500,000 Goal

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE 
Want an easier way to give? Visit http://axophi.kintera.org/donate to make your gift online today! 
Donors contributing $2,500 or more will be featured on a plaque prominently displayed in our new chapter house. 

Give 
Now!

It takes a special kind of woman to want 
to be a sorority housemother. She must be 

poised, organized, kind, well-spoken, and, most 
of all, fun-loving. It’s not often you find the 
perfect fit for each chapter, but for Phi, the best 
woman for the job was one of our own, Patricia 
Hollingsworth Mayor ’61. 

Mom Pat pledged Alpha Chi in 1961 and for 
her, choosing Phi Chapter was an easy decision. 
She had come from Shawnee Mission, Kansas, 
and knew many woman in the chapter from high 
school. She marvels at how times have changed 
and how different her experience was compared to 
sorority women today. “We couldn’t wear slacks 

unless the weather was officially announced as a 
blizzard. We had to sign in and out of the chapter 
house and had a curfew. On Wednesdays we had 
a formal dinner with the entire chapter.”

Years after graduation, Mom Pat was approached 
by Mary Whitaker ’59, who was beginning to 
start a new alumnae board, to work on the 
interior design of the chapter house. It was 
then she learned that the housemother wanted 
to retire, so in 1988 Mom Pat agreed to the 
challenge and moved into 1500 Sigma Nu Place. 

All these years later, Mom Pat still loves her job. 
She has noticed how the women have changed, 

but the furniture and décor around them has 
stayed the same. “We have a good house; we 
just need to keep up with the other sororities. We 
are also far away from campus and need to find 
ways to make up for that.”

Mom Pat most enjoys the new dining room 
tables (the original ones she purchased when she 
was on the decorating committee in 1988 were 
still in use until last year) and knows the girls 
appreciate the custom headboards with outlets 
for all of their electronic devices. She hopes 
that more alumnae will visit the house, see the 
positive changes that are being made, and will 
choose to give to the campaign. 

Celebrating Sisterhood 
Patricia “Mom Pat” Hollingsworth Mayor ’61 

Hopes to See More Alumnae Involvement Year-Round



Julie Belsaas Hodges ’65
Jennifer Hurst Gunter ’77
JoAnn Greenwood Westra ’78

Becoming the Real. Strong. Woman. 
Alpha Chi Encouraged Her to Be 

Why Heather Comstock Claybrook ’87 
Gave to the Campaign

At times, Heather Comstock Claybrook ’87 feels it was pure luck she found 
Alpha Chi Omega. When she went through recruitment she was 18 and “clueless” 

about where she needed to be; however, something in her gut told her Phi was home. 
Being in Alpha Chi was not only a time for Heather to develop 
relationships with women of similar goals, ambitions, and 
dreams, but sorority life helped her put into practice many skills 
needed for life after college, such as leadership, accountability, 
and time management.

“We provide a circle of support for one another as we strive to 
be that woman Alpha Chi Omega saw in us the day we pledged.” 
Those core relationships are still an important part of Heather’s 
life. “My friendships through Phi are multi-generational and 

what a blessing it is. The sisterhood has allowed me to develop friendships with Jo 
Sicking Hurley ’57 and Julie Crider Wisbrock ’95. Both inspire me with their 
positive energy and remind me why Alpha Chi Omega is truly a lifetime engagement.

“My pledge mom, Lisa Foerschler Roepe ’86, and I talk weekly. Lisa has given 
unconditional support as I have moved through different chapters in my life. It is a 
privilege to have her as my closest friend. More than 25 years ago we were sharing 
our hopes and dreams as young women and now we discuss it in regard to our 
daughters. What an amazing journey of friendship!”

Heather believes it is important to serve Alpha Chi because it provided her with so 
much. She is on her sixth, and final, year of serving on the national 
housing corporation. “By serving on the national level, I 
understand the trends and needs regarding housing and 
the collegiate experience. One of the components to 
sustaining a chapter and remaining competitive is 
housing. Women have so many more choices in where 
they live when they step onto a college campus. So to 
attract the best and the brightest recruits, we need to 
maintain a chapter house that supports their needs.”

Knowing the importance of alumnae support for Phi’s 
success, Heather chose to give to the campaign. “It is 
my hope that all alumnae financially support the campaign. 
Whether a pledge or a one-time donation, every penny makes a difference. Whatever 
you can give not only supports Phi, but also supports women and helping them 
becoming the Real. Strong. Women. Alpha Chi Omega saw in us many years ago.”

She encourages all of her sisters to reflect on the memories they have of Phi and what 
they can do to assist undergraduates and maintain the strength and tradition of Alpha 
Chi Omega at the University of Kansas. “A healthy, safe living environment is what 
our current members and future members need to be successful. The local housing 
corporation has worked for decades maintaining that type of environment, but to 
remain competitive on campus, they need our help.”

“First support the idea of the campaign and why it is necessary. Second, commit to 
Phi and the sorority experience. That will look different for all of us. It may mean 
committing to volunteer by serving on a board. It may mean being a cheerleader for 
Phi and talking to young women about sorority life. It may mean getting involved in 
an alumnae group in your area. Or it may mean writing a check. That commitment 
will one day support your daughter, granddaughter, or even that young woman who 
will marry your son.”

Join Heather 
and Give Now!

http://axophi.
kintera.org/

donate

Thank you, Diane Wilson Blackwelder, Omicron ’67, 
for your wonderful, inspiring visit! Your story and 

connection to Phi Chapter are memories we cherish!

Undergraduates 
Cherish 100 Years 

of Phi Chapter 
PHI STANDS OUT AT CONVENTION  
This summer I was lucky enough to represent Phi 
Chapter at the Alpha Chi Omega convention in Palm 
Desert, California. At the convention, Phi was presented 
with a centennial sash that I wore on behalf of our 100th 
year. It was a wonderful weekend meeting hundreds 
of Alpha Chis from all over the world. We began each 
day with a chapter meeting and then did workshops and 
attended talks for the remainder of the day. 

GPA RANKS THIRD ON THE HILL 
We finished the spring semester with a 3.35 GPA, 
placing us third on the Hill. Vice President Intellectual 
Development Lauren Ridgway ’12 worked individually 
with women on academic contracts to facilitate this 
success. 

100TH MEMBER CLASS RECORD SIZE 
This fall started strong with recruiting our 100th 
membership class in August. With many hours of 
practicing formations, songs, conversation techniques, 
and focusing on our values as individuals and a chapter, 
recruitment was truly a success. We exceeded quota for 
Panhellenic and on bid day welcomed 70 new women 
into our sisterhood.

CAMPUS INVOLVEMENT 
Homecoming was September 27 and with our partner, 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon, we placed in many events. In 
October we hosted a philanthropy event in support of the 
Willow Domestic Violence Center. October is domestic 
violence awareness month, so we promoted that on 
campus and in the Lawrence community. 

MAKING SISTERHOOD A PRIORITY 
With celebrating our centennial this September, our 
chapter is really working on sisterhood! We hosted a 
field day at Clinton Lake and had some fun in the sun. 
Coming up we will enjoy an all-chapter retreat where 

(Continued on page 6)
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On September 12-14, we welcomed more than 350 Phi alumnae back 
to the University of Kansas to commemorate the 100th anniversary 

of Phi Chapter’s founding. 

After years of anticipation, planning, and excitement, the weekend finally 
arrived and was a huge success filled with great stories and reminiscing. 
The collegians were touched to see that this sisterhood would stand the test 
of time. The centennial celebration was a great way for the new members, 
undergraduates, and alumnae to bond as a sisterhood. All women who 
attended were impressed with the caliber of the undergraduate women 
and the updates in the chapter house. It was truly a weekend that won’t be 
soon forgotten. 

Friday night’s celebration at the hotel and Saturday’s brunch at the chapter 
house provided fantastic settings for meeting Phi alumnae from all eras 
and being reminded of the bond we share as sisters of a chapter that has 
maintained its strength on campus for 100 years. During brunch, alumnae 
were given house tours from undergraduates. All were impressed by the 
beautiful chapter house updates and excited to learn about how they could 
donate to the campaign. 

Irene Sallee Herring ’83 and her daughter Molly Herring ’12, legacies of 
Phi founder Claribel Lupton Sallee 1914, along with Chapter President 
Shelby Lemon ’12,  were presented the centennial plaque to be displayed 
in the chapter house by National President Diane Wilson Blackwelder, 
Omicron ’67. Mary Fassnacht Whitaker ’59, centennial chairwoman, 
gave a history of the chapter, which was appreciated and enjoyed by all. 

Women from the 1940s, ’50s, and ’60s had lunch at the KU alumni 
center, where the original Alpha Chi Omega chapter house was located 
before finding its current residence at 1500 Sigma Nu Place. They were 
visited by Shelby and other undergraduates, who shared how chapter 
life today compares to the alumnae’s experiences. Later in the day there 
were optional tours in Allen Fieldhouse, Spencer Art Museum, and the 
Dole Center. 

Saturday night there was a banquet at the hotel starting at 5 p.m. with a 
cash bar, silent auction, photo booth, and visit from special guest Baby Jay. 
We were honored to have National President Diane Wilson Blackwelder 
as the keynote speaker. The recognition of the 50-, 60-, and 75- year 
members was a cherished moment for the entire audience. With more than 
250 alumnae in attendance, the ballroom was filled with excitement and 
pride as we celebrated our chapter’s 100th year of excellence. 

Thank you to all who participated, some of whom traveled thousands of 
miles to be here. We are awestruck by the outpouring of support we have 
received from our alumnae over the past year.  We have truly enjoyed 
every minute connecting with so many of you and look forward to more 
in the future. We have so much to be proud of. 

Centennial Celebration An Event for the Ages

Jo Sicking Hurley ’57, Centennial Chairwoman Mary Fassnacht 
Whitaker ’59, Chapter President Shelby Lemon ’12, and National President 

Diane Wilson Blackwelder, Omicron ’67, with the 100-year plaque. 

Over the Century of Sisterhood weekend, many composites were 
brought out from storage so we could see how our chapter has grown. 

Members of the class of 1999 enjoyed the Saturday brunch,
 house tours, and plaque dedication ceremony.

To see more photos from 
our centennial celebration, 

check out our website, 
www.kuaxo.com, or 
our Facebook page!
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Peggy Stephenson ’39 was awarded her 75-year pin by 
National President Diane Wilson Blackwelder, Omicron ’67.

Alumnae from the 1940s, ’50s, and ’60s had lunch at the KU alumni 
center, where the original Phi chapter house was located.

More than 100 undergraduate women attended 
the Centennial banquet Saturday night at the Holiday Inn.

Baby Jay attended our Saturday night banquet.

Thank You, 
Auction Donors

Phi Chapter wants to thank the women who donated items for 
the silent auction during the centennial celebration, which 

raised just under $2,500. Thank you for your support, ladies!

Mary Fassnacht Whitaker ’59
Mary Challinor Cole ’61
Jeanne Bourge Hathaway ’64
Kaye Salminen Thompson ’69
Cathy Brown Hedlund ’70
Sherryl Duckworth Thorne ’70
Diane McElroy Moore ’74 
Erin Walker Stegman ’92

Erin Potter Izzo ’93
Tricia Edelman Luedke ’94
Amiee Crawford Wenson ’94
Meredith Phillips Winn ’94
Ryan Koerner Hilperts ’95
Stacy Abernethy ’96
Rachel Santschi, Psi ’09
Marie Dispenza
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ATTENTION: This newsletter is intended for alumnae and parents. 
If your daughter is still attending the University of Kansas, she will receive a copy at the chapter house. 

If she has graduated, please mail us her new address to help update our records. Thank you.

Find Us Online

we will work on goal setting, understanding 
our standards, team building, and participate 
in a self-defense class. We will continue to 
have song practice as the semester progresses 
in preparation for initiation. The sophomore 
class is very excited to have big-little reveal 
before initiation approaches.
	
Being surrounded by Alpha Chis makes you 
proud to be part of this organization. This is true 
from convention, seeing our centennial happen, 
meeting alumnae, and being in Phi Chapter. It is 
a great year to be an Alpha Chi Omega!

Loyally, 
Shelby Lemon ’11
Chapter President 
(913) 624-4312
axophi.chapterpresident@
gmail.com

Undergraduates 
Cherish 100 Years 

of Phi Chapter
(Continued from page 3)

What’s Inside:
Something to Celebrate: 
Phi Chapter Turns 100 

p. 1

Spotlight on Heather 
Comstock Claybrook ’87

 p. 3

Centennial Celebration 
An Event for the Ages 

p. 4-5

Seniors on preference day during recruitment.

Phi Chapter Quick Facts  
Fall 2014

Quota. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          67
ACW New Members. . . . . . . . . . . . .              70
Campus Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  188

ACW Chapter Total . . . . . . . . . . . .             188
All Sorority Average G.P.A. . . . . .    3.32
ACW Average G.P.A.. . . . . . . . . . .          3.35
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www.kuaxo.com

http://axophi.kintera.org/donate

Alpha Chi Omega – Phi Chapter
University of Kansas

Alpha Chi Omega, Phi Chapter

@PhiChapterAXO

@KUAlphaChiOmega

phichapteraxo.wordpress.com
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