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Phi Chapter Plans for 2016

Alumnae Support Crucial to Continue Chapter House Renovations

am excited to report on the progress of

A Century of Sisterhood, Building for the
Next 100 Years. Hopefully the excitement
has rekindled your memories of KU and Phi
Chapter and how it positively impacted your
life. Since the start of the campaign, many
alumnae have provided solid support, raising
more than $230,000 so far!

This campaign is significant because it is
providing every future woman of Phi with a safe,
secure, and spacious house of which to be proud.
However, we are still short of our $500,000 goal
and have many projects yet to complete. This
fall, we are preparing for the fourth phase of our
renovations in the chapter house, which includes
updates to the chapter room, laundry room,
computer room, and fifth and seventh floor
bathrooms; as well as decoration throughout
the house with personal touches, sorority
memorabilia, and new furniture.

Despite all the effort we have put in, these
remaining projects will not be completed as
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Why Our Alumnae
Give Back to Phi Chapter

planned without more support. Only 5% of Phi
alumnae have given back to the campaign.
We want this to be a collaborative effort across
all generations, and we know we can improve
our participation rate. The average participation
for Greek campaigns is 20-25% of the alumnae
base; as Phi sisters we know that we should not
only be able to meet that level, but exceed it. To
those who have not yet made a gift, we strongly
encourage your thoughtful consideration of this
project. If you have stepped up to get involved,
thank you, we greatly appreciate your support.
Please consider reaching out to a pledge sister
who has not yet participated, and encourage
her involvement. Participation is our main
focus now, and gifts of all levels are much
appreciated.

Even if you are not in a position to make a
multi-year commitment, please consider making
a one-time donation. Gifts of any amount are
helpful and appreciated. Use the enclosed pledge
form or visit http://axophikintera.org/donate
to send in your contribution today.

I would also like to extend a big welcome to
our newly elected board officers! The following
women were selected in our recent election, and
I’m sure they will serve the chapter fabulously!
Stephanie Spratt Schmidt ’93, interim
president; Amiee Crawford Wenson ’94,
treasurer; and Amy Pettit Gnau 98, secretary.
Thank you, ladies!

As we look ahead and prepare for 2016, the
need for alumnae support is huge, and the
time is now, so please don’t wait. Just as
the generosity of sisters who came before us
enabled our memorable Phi experience, we owe
it to our future sisters to provide them the same
opportunities.

Loyally,

Tricia Edelman Luedke 94
House Corporation President
(913) 645-7105

tricialuedke @comcast.net

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE

Want an easier way to give? Visit http://axophi.kintera.org/donate to make your gift online today!
Donors contributing $2,500 or more will be featured on a plaque prominently displayed in our renovated chapter house.
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I look back with great fondness on my time at Phi Chapter.
My sisters were kind, driven, intelligent, fun-loving women.
I respected them and appreciated their friendship. I was
proud of our accomplishments while I lived in the house.
I am proud of our family legacy. My grandmother, my
mother, my sister, and I all pledged Alpha Chi Omega.

—Anonymous Donor

Participation Classes

Congratulations to the 10 classes with the
highest participation percentages!

Class % Participation : Class % Participation
1939  50% e 1951 20%
1949  30% : 1960  20%
1938 25% e 1978 20%
1950  25% : 1941 17%
1955  21% : 1944 15%

Top 10
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Class Participation Is Vital to Our Campaign’s Success

e are deeply grateful to the following sisters for committing $230,223 to the A Century of Sisterhood: Building for the Next 100 Years campaign.
Below you will find a listing of classes by initiation year. If a year is not listed, we have not yet received a pledge from that class. How many

donors does your class have?

1938
Participation: 25%
Arlouine Goodjohn Wu

1939
Participation: 50%
Peggy Miller Stephenson

1941
Participation: 17%
Virginia Harring Duffy

1944

Participation: 15%
Barbara Johnson Bishop
Jacqueline Logan Hand

1947
Participation: 7%
Marianna Rogers MacCurdy

1949

Participation: 30%

Virginia Thomson Hargarten
Carol Krehbiel Kreischer
Mary Anne Wolf McClure

1950

Participation: 25%
Patricia Haas Murphy
Jane Hanna Reeble
Sharon Oakes Tongier

1951

Participation: 20%
Maureen Kelley Lyons
Donna Sanner Malkmus
Nancy Canary Rogers

1952
Participation: 13%
Carol Swanson Ritchie

1954

Participation: 11%
Sharon Dry Masterson
Jeanette Ewy Ragsdale

1955

Participation: 21%
Mary Scramlin Bryan
Janis Williams Mader
Myrna Schneider Schulte
Margaret Wille Walker

1957

Participation: 12%

Carol Rossman Burrows
Mary Jane Brown Grinter
Jo Sicking Hurley

1959

Participation: 7%

Sibyl Riekenberg Kerr
Mary Fassnacht Whitaker

1960

Participation: 20%

Cynthia Cheesbrough Clifton
Mary Challinor Cole
Marlene Glass Sievert
Sheryl Duckworth Thorne

1961

Participation: 7%

Marilyn Bondurant Anderson
Patricia Hollingsworth Mayor

1963
Participation: 6%
Margaret Williams Nelson

1964

Participation: 10%
Madeline Anderson
Jeanne E. Hathaway
Carol Kersting Spalding

1965

Participation: 12%

Julie Belsaas Hodges
Janet Lohoefener Stidman

1966
Participation: 4%
Linda Urba Helling

1967
Participation: 6%
Rebecca Massey McTavish

1968

Participation: 7%

Mary Cleveland Bollinger
Susan Bick LeClaire
Catherine Brown Stigge

1969
Participation: 3%
Linda Legg

1970
Participation: 3%
Cathy Brown Hedlund

1971

Participation: 10%
Laura Glover Kaiser
Linda McDougall
Judith Sabbert

1974
Participation: 3%
Lisa Bushnell Littrell

1975
Participation: 4%
Margaret Malley Collins

1976
Participation: 8%
Anonymous

Gail Simpson-Ruiz

1977
Participation: 4%
Jennifer Hurst Gunter

1978

Participation: 20%

April Ward Adler

Betsy Block Baltzer
Becky Braswell Conaghan
Sharon Rake Goble

Karen Elliott Wells

JoAnn Greenwood Westra
Pamela Farnsworth Young

1982
Participation: 3%
Carla Glesmann Taulbee

1983

Participation: 5%
Heather Craft

Michelle Carleton Hunget

1984
Participation: 2%
Traci Olds Ulvenes

1986
Participation: 4%
Jill Flanders Krentz

1987

Participation: 12%

Kerry Burrows Adam
Heather Comstock Claybrook
Elizabeth Tischer Dufresne
Mendy Holmes Mitchell

Sara Welch

1988

Participation: 6%
Holly Landry Barnett
Carolyn Russell Klemp
Ann Neid Potts

Campaign Status
At-a-Glance

As of December 3, 2015
$500,000 Goal
25% Participation Goal
$230,223 Total Raised
104 Donors

5% Participation
2,164 Mailable Alumnae

1989
Participation: 3%
Wendy Hills

1991

Participation: 7%

Sabra Blaine Engelbrecht
Shanda Leann Vangas

1993

Participation: 8%

Carrie Hoglund-Carey
Stephanie Spratt Schmidt

1994

Participation: 9%
Tiffany Ball Fisher
Stephanie Jones

Tricia Edelman Luedke
Carrie Mulligan

Krista Tiller Shackelford, M.D.

Amiee Crawford Wenson

1995

Participation: 8%

Julie Kearney Bachkora
Monica Hodes

Juliann Crider Wisbrock

1997
Participation: 4%
Missi Schoen

1999
Participation: 3%
Marcy Martin Riedel

2000

Participation: 4%
Megan Meyers
Courtney Rich Saye

2001

Participation: 14%
Amanda Akard Coil
Viriginia Pitchford
Anna Clovis Ritchie
Candace Chaney Varner

2003
Participation: 3%
Kathryn Crandall Pickering

2006
Participation: 3%
Rachel Campbell Bender

2007
Participation: 7%
Samantha Collins
Rachel Toby




Thankful for Alpha Chi Friendships, Opportunities
Why Kate Crandall Pickering ‘03 Donated to Phi Chapter

I< ate Crandall Pickering 03 grew up
excited to make Alpha Chi Omega a part

of her life someday. Thanks to her [&&
mother, Jan Manning Crandall,
Omicron °70, Past National President &
of Alpha Chi Omega, she learned from @
an early age that Alpha Chi is more [
than just a four-year commitment—it '
is a lifetime commitment.

As an undergraduate, recruitment was
a favorite time of year for Kate. “I
loved having that time to really bond with
the rest of my Alpha Chi sisters. Some of my
best friends came from friendships formed in
my bump groups, and the feeling of pride I
had standing beside the girls in my class on
preference night my senior year is a feeling I've
never forgotten.”

Alpha Chi has remained an important part of
Kate’s life since graduation. She served as
recruitment advisor for five years and was a
member of the Phi Chapter House Corporation
Board for four years. Today, she spends much
of her spare time continuing to give back to

Alpha Chi as recruitment advisor for Psi Chapter
at the University of Oklahoma, a recruitment
specialist for Alpha Chi, working
with chapters in Louisiana and
Alabama, as a sponsorship committee
alumnae co-chairman for Alpha Chi
Couture (Iota Sigma, Alpha Chi at
SMU’s philanthropy event), and as
a member of Beta Kappa Beta, the
Dallas alumnae group. She continues
to be very close friends with the
women in her class, and they have had
a lot of fun traveling on girls’ trips and to each
other’s weddings.

When the capital campaign was announced,
Kate knew she wanted to give back to Phi
Chapter. “It is important to me to give back to a
place that gave me so much. I want Phi Chapter
to continue to thrive and I know how important
it is that we give back in order to ensure that
happens. Investing in Phi’s future now will
ensure its continued success.” She is proud of
the Chapter for winning Chapter of the Year last
year, and hopes that current chapter members
see alumnae giving back and in return, will give

back when they are able. “It is important that
Phi continues to have a strong support system to
keep us competitive and strong on campus going
into the next 100 years.”

To her sisters who have not yet donated, Kate has
this to say: “Remember your time in the chapter.
How did it benefit you? We need to give back to
ensure that Phi Chapter is always there to give
future Alpha Chi members that same experience.
Even the smallest amount will help!”

Today, Kate and her husband, Chauncey, live in
Dallas, Texas, where Kate is a teacher. Reach out
to Kate via e-mail at katecran@gmail.com.

X4

It is important that Phi continues to

have a strong support system to keep

us competitive and strong on campus

going into the next 100 years.
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Favorite Phi Chapter Memories

We asked and you shared! Here, alumnae shared their favorite Alpha Chi memories.

Gretchen Maatsch Pearce ’63

Aunt Merle, senior keys, senior door, steak and
beans dinner, pink champagne formals, Sadie
Hawkins party, pledge moms and daughters,
and Rock Chalk Revue. She lives in Gainesville,
Georgia. E-mail: pearcel 968 @bellsouth.net

Virginia Bliesner Colburn 64

Receiving permission from the dean to wear
pants when the temperature got to 10 degrees
Fahrenheit, dressing for dinner in school clothes,
and the buzzer always going off. She lives in
Prairie Village, Kan. E-mail: gini_c@hotmail.com

Joyce Grist Evans 65

Initiation ceremony, pink champagne formals,
dad’s weekend, dogpatch parties, eating burgers
from Gaslight across the street. She lives in
Burke, Va. E-mail: georgeandjoyce @cox.net

Cheryl Walker Jennings ’67

Living in the old house on Oread, making the
move to the beautiful new house, and lifelong
friendships. She lives in Scottsdale, Ariz.

Cynthia Zelder Halpern 69
Accidentally biting into the cook’s lost wedding
ring one night while eating lasagna during

phone duty. She lives in Phoenix, Ariz. E-mail:
chalpernl @cox.net

Kyle Cramer Ashton ’71

Announcing her engagement in the formal
living room during a candle lighting. She lives
in Topeka, Kan. E-mail: ashtonkyle@gmail.com

Laura McClure Fasl *94

Stealing fraternity composites on her 20th
birthday, water wars, and recruitment week. She
lives in Lenexa, Kan. E-mail: Ifasl@hotmail.com

Janet Williams Storey ’94
Being Alpha Chi president, and becoming
friends with many different people because
of it. She lives in Kansas City, Mo. E-mail:
janetstorey75@gmail.com

Amiee Crawford Wenson *94

Having little kids trick-or-treat through the house,
having fraternity men serenade us, barn parties,
formals, recruitment skits and songs, Greek
Endeavor, and being a Rho Chi. She lives in
Liberty, Mo. E-mail: wensonfamily@gmail.com

Julie Bunn Pine *00
Meeting the women who would become my

bridesmaids, playing Super Mario Brothers until
late into the night, and piling on the futon to
watch The Bachelor. She lives in Prairie Village,
Kan. E-mail: juliscbunn@yahoo.com

Anna Clovis Ritchie ’01

Having two national presidents visit the
chapter while I was chapter president and the
Lambda Chi men running through the house
in celebration of men’s basketball making it to
the 2003 final four. She lives in Wichita, Kan.
E-mail: aclovisritchie@gmail.com

Erin Fletcher ’07

Becoming best friends with a pledge sister,
whose mom was pledge sisters/friends with
my mom. She lives in Leawood, Kan. E-mail:
erinfletcher654 @hotmail.com

Caitlin Taylor ’07

Having Thanksgiving dinner at my off-campus
house senior year. She lives in Mission, Kan.
E-mail: caitlin.ann.t@gmail.com

Deb Kayser Taylor ’09
Being pinned by my daughter, Caitlin 07, as an
alumnae initiate.
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Chapter Officers

Chapter President
Brittany Biel *14
Lenexa, Kan.

axophi.chapterpresident@ gmail.com

VP Chapter Relations
and Standards
Katie Dwyer ’14
Santa Rosa, Calif.

VP Finance
Sara Trupiano 14
Lenexa, Kan.

VP Risk Management
Sydney Quade ’14
Dallas, Texas

VP Ritual and
Fraternity Appreciation
Kylee Bliss "14
Overland Park, Kan.

VP Recruitment
Ellis Wiltsey ’14
Omaha, Neb.
kuaxorecruitment@ gmail.com

VP New Member Education
Kennedy Dinkel *14
Topeka, Kan.

VP PR and Marketing
Tory Herbst 14
Geneva, 1ll.

VP Membership Programming
Cassie French ’14
Columbia, Mo.

Panhellenic Delegate
Amanda Rebori 14
Lenexa, Kan.

VP Intellectual Development
Danielle Moss *14
Stillwell, Kan.

VP Facility Operations
Ashley Murrell °14
Westwood, Kan.

VP Philanthropy
Marina Matthews 14
Sarasota, Fla.

Chapter Stays Involved with Alumnae,
Campus, and Lawrence Commumty

As our chapter continues to grow, we have
put a new focus on getting to know each
other better, and we recently had an all-chapter
retreat to help us do this. We continue to
welcome our new members and teach them
about our sisterhood and the overall sorority
experience by showing them how our older
members exemplify our five membership
standards and encouraging them to do the same.

PHILANTHROPY EVENTS SUPPORT
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
This semester, our main philanthropy event was a
sno cone sale on campus in September. We used
the slogan “Say ‘Sno’ to Domestic Violence,”
and in exchange for a $1 donation to The Willow
Domestic Violence Center, we gave people sno
cones. The entire chapter participated, and we
raised $930 in two days. October was Domestic
Violence Awareness month, so a volunteer from
The Willow Domestic Violence Center came to
speak to our members to educate us more on the
topic of domestic violence and to explain how
the fundraising and various community service
events we host benefit the women and children
at the center.

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

AXQ is partnered with Phi Kappa Psi for this
year’s Rock Chalk Revue, and members of both
organizations are extremely excited for the year.
In September, we had an all-chapter retreat with
a goal-setting discussion and two workshops
(one on being financially responsible and one on
healthy relationships). Our new members were
handpicked out of all 12 Panhellenic sororities
to attend a presentation hosted by Delta Chi
about making first impressions. Leah Janes *14

Hannah Anderson ’15, Ellis Wiltsey ’14, Maddy
Cook ’14, Annie Leicht ’14, Danielle Moss ’14,
Brittany Biel ’14, Maddie McCarville ’ 14, and
Kayla Luckeroth ’14 before our Buffett Bash
function with Phi Kappa Psi.
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Tory Herbst 14 welcomed Katharine
Doerkson 15 to Alpha Chi Omega on Bid Day.

attended a leadership conference called KUnity
in October, where members of all four Greek
councils came together and discussed different
topics about how to unite the entire community.

COLLEGIANS HOST ALUMNAE

AND PARENTS

During Polish Week, we hosted a mock
recruitment event and invited parents, friends,
and alumnae to see our skit and tour the house.
This helped us prepare for recruitment, and we
would like to thank everyone who attended.
This semester, we hosted our annual event for
KU parents’ weekend, and in September, we
hosted our family day tailgate on the hill for
the football game against Memphis. We are so
thankful for our Parents’ Club for organizing
such a successful event! (Special thanks to
Christine Biel, our Parents’ Club chairman!) We
appreciate the support we receive from both our
parents and our alumnae, and we enjoy having
the opportunity to involve them in our events.

We can’t wait to keep getting involved on our
campus and in our community as we grow
and represent Alpha Chi Omega in a positive
light. We thank our alumnae so much for your
support, and, as always, invite you to drop by
the house to visit us and see what’s going on in
our chapter.

Loyally,

j Alyssa Scott *12

1 Chapter President, 2014-15
(316) 734-2823

‘ axophi.chapterpresident@
gmail.com




ALPHA CHI OMEGA

We welcomed 60 women to our new member class. They were initiated October 15, which was also our
National Founding Day. We are so excited to welcome these wonderful women to the sisterhood!

Isabelle Acree
Shawnee, Kan.

Hannah Anderson
Omaha, Neb.

Sydney Bemoras
Plymouth, Minn.

Ali Benz
Cornelius, N.C.

Lizzie Box
Shawnee, Kan.

Jessica Brewer

Overland Park, Kan.

Abbigayle Caldwell

Overland Park, Kan.

Katie Caughman
Napa, Calif.

Kenzie Champion
Kansas City, Mo.

Hayden Coens

Overland Park, Kan.

Jessica Cohen
Reno, Nev.

Alexis Cordill

Overland Park, Kan.

Halle Connally
Ellsworth, Kan.

Madeline Crume*
Overland Park, Kan.
(Cousin Sammy
Setter ’11)

Chloe Cudney
Marysville, Kan.

Libbey DeWitte
Shawnee, Kan.

Stevie Dobson
Omaha, Neb.

Katharine Doerkson*
Derby, Kan.
(Grandmother Celia Cox
Goering)

Ali Evans
Nickerson, Kan.

Lauren Faircloth
Wylie, Texas.

Anna Fredericks
Ballwin, Mo.

Bailey Gardner
Topeka, Kan.

Erica Gonzales
Shawnee, Kan.

Jordan Gonzales
Overland Park, Kan.

Riley Graves*
Belvidere, IlI.
(Aunt Eliza Graves)

Chelsea Green*
Edmond, Okla.

(Mother Theresa
Green and Aunts Linda
Lukenas-Pearson and
Michelle Sweat)

Lizzy Haas
San Diego, Calif.

Jamie Hemmer
Mundelein, I1I.

Tierra Henry
Wauwatosa, Wis.

Bailey Hiatt
Country, Mo.

Alex Jones
Kingwood, Texas

Sophie Jones
Shawnee, Kan.

Madelaine Keller
Wichita, Kan.

Kaitlyn Krueger
Apple Valley, Minn.

Lauren Lanz
Flower Mound, Texas

Brooklyn Miller*
Oak Park, Calif.
(Aunts Randi Miller,
Catherine Miller, and
Jillian Greenberg)

Rachel Miller
Highlands Ranch, Colo.

Laura Millikan
Overland Park, Kan.

Lexi Moore*
Colorado Springs, Colo.
(Mother Michelle Moore)

Shelby Morgan
Olathe, Kan.

Paige Nelson
Omaha, Neb.

Lindsey Neumuller
Wheeling, I11.

Hunter Nowak
Salina, Kan.

Morgan Pereira
Overland Park, Kan.

Anna Perrone
Oakdale, Calif.

Allison Russell
Lincoln, Neb.

Natalie Schelbar
Jenks, Okla.

Alex Scott*
Wichita, Kan.
(Sister Alyssa Scott *12)

Bella Siciunas
Omaha, Neb.

Cassidy Sinlasath
Olathe, Kan.

Darby Solomon
Greenwood Village, Colo.

Rebekah Swank
Topeka, Kan.

Lexy Sysengrat
Olathe, Kan.

Nicole Thimmesch
Overland Park, Kan.

Adrien Valmont
Wichita, Kan.

Madi Van Sickle
Rosemount, Minn.

Minnie Wedding
Gardner, Kan.

Carly White
Roeland Park, Kan.

Kristin White
Manchester, Mo.

Hannah Wilson*
Wichita, Kan.
(Sister Hallie Wilson *13)

* Legacy; relative in
parenthesis



ALUMNAE UPDATE

IN MEMORIAM

Julie Phillips Karpinski ’94 passed away
September 7 at age 39 after a long, courageous
battle against breast cancer. She will be truly
missed by all who knew her and were touched by
her warm personality. Julie held the positions of
intramural and philanthropy chairman during her
tenure at Phi Chapter. She was not only a mentor
but a true role model for Alpha Chi Omega for
generations to come, not only at Phi but the
national level as well. Julie graduated from KU’s
prestigious pharmacy school in 2000 and exceled
in her career endeavors. In addition to all of her
work accolades, her true passion was being an
amazing mother and wife to her sons, Lucas and
Elijah, and her devoted husband, Todd.

Mary Fassnacht Whitaker ’59, our beloved
Phi Chapter sister, passed away Wednesday,
November 18 at age 74, at home with her family
after a long courageous battle with pancreatic
cancer. She will be truly missed by all that knew
her and all of her efforts to make Alpha Chi
Omega what it is today. Mary held numerous
leadership positions at Phi chapter as a collegiate,
inspiring her to be a special education teacher.
As an alumna, she was the House Corporation
Board (HCB) President, chapter advisor, and
province president; she loved being an Alpha
Chi and Kansas Jayhawk. Most recently, Mary
was an HCB board member and centennial
chairwoman in 2014 at Phi but volunteered at
the national level as well. She won the Alpha
Chi Omega of the Year award in 2014 for the
Mu Mu Greater Kansas City Alumnae Chapter.
Mary was the Alpha Chi that we all aspire to
be. In addition to all of her philanthropic and
professional accolades, her true passion was
being a devoted mother to her daughter Lori
Whitaker Chandler ’87 and showing the world
to her grandchildren.

ALUMNAE NEWS

Sisters from Phi Chapter traveled to Napa,
Calif ., to support two pledge class sisters as they
completed the Napa to Sonoma Half Marathon in
Napa on July 19. Morgan Brickley Lendino *03
and Sarah Davis Quinlivan *03 completed their
first half marathon.

From left: Morgan Brickley Lendino "03,
Sarah Davis Quinlivan 03, Erin Harveth
Hadwiger *03, Kate Crandall Pickering 03,
Cassie Guttman ’03, Stephanie Schneider
Koepke 03, and Kirstin Miller Beyer *03.
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ATTENTION: This newsletter is intended for alumnae and parents. If your daughter is still
attending the University of Kansas, she will receive a copy at the chapter house. If she
has graduated, please mail us her new address at the address above to help update our records.
You may also send updates via e-mail to kuaxohcb@gmail.com. Thank you.

Find Us Online

www kuaxo.com

http://axophi.kintera.org/donate

Alpha Chi Omega — Phi Chapter
University of Kansas

Alpha Chi Omega, Phi Chapter
@PhiChapterAXO
@KUAIphaChiOmega
phichapteraxo.wordpress.com

http://axoku.tumblr.com

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE

w ) / Visit http://axophi.kintera.org/donate to make your gift online today!

Phi Chapter Wins
Homecoming 2015

he University of Kansas celebrated its 103rd

Homecoming October 25-31. After a week
of competitions, we are exctied to announce we
were the winners with our partners Sigma Alpha
Epsilon!

We had two members serve on the Alumni
Association Homecoming Steering Committee:
Hallie Holton ’13 served as a campus outreach
chairman and Melanie Edwards 13 was the
publicity chairman.

Phi Chapter was also excited to have senior
Angie Bass 12 as one of five Ex.C.E.L. finalists
recognized at halftime. She was selected
from members of the senior class based on
her excellence in community involvement,
education, and leadership at the University.



