
As many of our alumnae know, over the 
past four years we have undergone a 

major renovation of the Phi Chapter house 
at 1500 Sigma Nu Place. The chapter and 
the house corporation have appreciated all of 
your support. Since June 2013, through the A 
Century of Sisterhood capital campaign, many 
of our alumnae have donated and/or continue 
to donate their time, money, or both. Thank you 
to the 133 sisters who have donated a total of 
$249,849 to the campaign.  Additionally, over 
the years we have continued to receive support 
from our Parents’ Club and current members 
who, through fundraising and donations, have 
provided additional funds for this renovation. 
Without the support of everyone involved, the 
house corporation could not have accomplished 
all of the renovations so far. We want to extend 
an enormous thank-you to everyone who has 
contributed to the success of the campaign.  

As a board, we are starting to plan the final 
phases in hopes to complete the renovation in the 
summer of 2017. Phase four is being completed 
at this time, which involves renovating the 
fifth- and seventh-floor bathrooms, converting 
the fifth- and seventh-floor storage areas to 
kitchenettes, resurfacing the roof and adding 

gutters, addressing repairs and updates in the 
kitchen area, and updating the furnishings in 
the fifth- and seventh-floor landings and fifth-
floor lounge. It is the HCB’s plan in the summer 
of 2017 to complete the remaining structural 
and design improvements to the Phi Chapter 
house. The fifth phase will include renovating 
and updating the chapter room, revamping the 
laundry room to allow more space for washers 
and dryers, changing the former computer area in 
the basement into a more functional craft space, 
refurnishing and updating the informal and formal 
rooms, and addressing the necessary repairs to the 
foundation and north wall of the house.  

As the interim president, I am extremely proud 
of the numerous people who have continued to 
assist us in this process. I remember living in 
the house in the early 1990s. Somehow, it does 
not feel that long ago! Until this renovation 
process began, the décor and design had not 
been changed or updated prior to even my time 

in the house. Our chapter house is beginning to 
reflect our members and alumnae—modern but 
classic. It is my hope that with these renovations, 
we will continue to have wonderful recruitment 
classes, more alumnae visit the house for events 
or to see the improvements for themselves, and 
for our chapter house to reflect our members 
and alumnae and the accomplishments we have 
obtained as Alpha Chi women. Phi Chapter has 
been part of the University of Kansas for 102 
years, and I believe we should continue to be 
a presence for at least another 100 years more. 

If this newsletter is finding you for the first time 
or you have thought about donating but have not 
yet, please visit www.axophi.kintera.org/donate. 
If you have any questions, please contact me.
 
Loyally,
Stephanie Spratt Schmidt ’93
House Corporation President
sportsgirl292004@yahoo.com
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This summer, the bathrooms were 
updated with new tile, storage space, 

lighting fixtures, and paint.

The former trash rooms on the fifth and 
seventh floors were converted into kitchenette 

areas with cabinets and microwaves.

The chapter house bathrooms 
before the renovations.

Before after



Before she even joined Alpha Chi Omega at 
the University of Kansas, Sarah Morris 

Cox ’96 was exposed to the values 
and traditions of the sorority early on 
by her older sister, Sara Catherine 
Morris ’86, who is an ACW alumna at 
Baker University. “I was sold on Phi 
Chapter from the beginning,” Sarah 
says. “I was immediately drawn to the 
members’ warm, welcoming nature 
and I thought the chapter house was 
absolutely gorgeous! Tackling four 
part-time jobs and being in the KU marching 
band, all while attaining sorority obligations, was 
not easy; however, Phi Chapter helped me learn 
how to prioritize and succeed to the fullest in all 
aspects of my college career and I couldn’t be 
more thankful for that. I would like to pay tribute 
to my father, who primarily encouraged me to go 
through recruitment and pledge a sorority.”

Sarah quickly became acquainted with ACW 
and forged several friendships with sisters in 
the chapter, including her pledge mom Mirah 
Kwon Nash ’95, Krista Tiller Shackelford 
’94, Caroline Karslake Burk ’96, Michelle 
Cadwalader ’96,  Joan Campbell ’96, and 
Allison Gard ’96. One of her most cherished 
connections in ACW was with Mom Pat, Phi 
Chapter’s housemother, who Sarah recalls always 

left the door open to talk with sisters who went to 
her for guidance. The support and encouragement 

Sarah received from sisters inspired 
her to serve as fundraiser chairman, 
which provided her the opportunity to 
travel to Norfolk, Virginia, to attend 
the Alpha Chi Omega Convention.

As an alumna, ACW continues to be 
a very important part of Sarah’s life 
and she values the connections she 
has maintained with sisters over the 

years. “I’ve come to find that no matter where 
life takes us, it is my sorority sisters who remain 
a constant. Pledging ACW was one of the best 
decisions I made in college and the impact of 
my experiences in the chapter still resonates with 
me today. Sisterhood isn’t just four years; it truly 
lasts you a lifetime.”

Because Sarah cherishes the rewarding 
experiences she gained in ACW, she encourages 
alumnae to support the chapter to ensure future 
generations are provided the same rewarding 
experiences. “In an ever-changing Greek 
environment, Phi Chapter has maintained a 
quality membership, polished facility, and a 
strong philanthropic background. Without 
alumnae support and involvement, our chapter 
wouldn’t have the privilege of continuing this 

reign of success. Whether it is visiting the 
chapter house, attending alumnae events, or 
contributing your finances, your involvement 
will make a world of difference in the lives of 
current and prospective sisters.”

Sarah has enjoyed a rewarding career in law 
enforcement, having served as a patrol officer for 
10 years and a detective for four years, and was 
promoted to patrol sergeant at the Salina Police 
Department in Salina, Kan. She is the first female 
sergeant in nearly 40 years to serve at the police 
department. “Being able to supervise and mentor 
young officers is such a gratifying experience, and 
I hope to continue shedding a positive light on the 
community and on law enforcement,” she says.

When she is not hard at work, you’ll likely find 
Sarah listening to music, playing the piano, 
watching Investigation Discovery, or camping. She 
and her husband, Bill, have seven children and 
they enjoy spending time with them any chance 
they get. Sarah and Bill also have two dogs, an 
American bulldog named Jack and an English 
bulldog named Vito, and live in Salina, Kansas. 
“ACW has made me a stronger person physically, 
mentally, and psychologically, and I attribute my 
successful career to the friendships and experiences 
I gained in the chapter.” You can contact Sarah at 
crimsonnbluejayhawk@yahoo.com.

Sarah Morris Cox ’96 Cherishes Lifelong Memories 
and Friendships in Alpha Chi Omega

I hope this letter finds you well. Since the 
semester is almost over, I want to fill you 

in on what has been happening at Phi Chapter. 

This year’s formal recruitment was one of 
the strongest recruitments Phi Chapter has 
seen in the past 10 years and we couldn’t be 

happier with the women we get to call our new 
sisters. We took a class of 72 new members 
and we were excited to initiate them into our 
sisterhood. Phi Chapter now has a total of 213 
members!

Our fall philanthropic event, Pizza Pie with 
Alpha Chi, was held on October 20 on the 
Wheel Pizza patio. We sold pizza to students, 
with all proceeds benefitting the Lawrence 
Willow Domestic Violence Center. 

To kick off the semester, we had a function 
with Sigma Alpha Epsilon on August 26 at 
Cielito Lindo with the theme of “Drop It Like 
It’s Yacht.” The women dressed up in sailor-
themed outfits and had fun socializing with the 
men while eating yummy Mexican food! On 
September 22, we had our Big-Little reveal, 
where each of our new members received a 
Big. The event was held in South Park on Mass 
Street where we catered Raising Cane’s Fried 
Chicken, a crowd favorite. The new members 

were given costumes to wear to the park and 
ran to their Bigs, who were decked out in 
matching costumes. On September 15, the 
chapter also celebrated Phi’s founding with a 
barbecue.

On September 10, we had Parent’s Weekend at 
the chapter house. Women invited their families 
up for a hotdog cookout, tours around the 
house, visits with other sisters, and attending 
the home football game later that afternoon.  
 
Phi Chapter has had such a great start to the 
year and we cannot thank you all enough for 
your support. Our doors are always open to 
alumnae—we love to see the faces of our 
alumnae back at Phi Chapter! 

LITB,
Brittany Biel ’14
2015-16 Chapter President
axophi.chapterpresident@gmail.com
(913) 271-0758 

Phi Chapter Boasts Thriving 
Membership and Campus Involvement

Members of the sophomore class 
on Preference Day of recruitment.



President
Anna Perrone ’15

axophi.chapterpresident@
gmail.com

VP Chapter Relations 
and Standards

Chelsea Green ’15

VP Finance
Halle Connally ’15

VP Risk Management
Jessica Brewer ’15

VP Ritual and Fraternity 
Appreication

Libbey DeWitte ’15

VP Recruitment
Minnie Wedding ’15

axophirecruitment@gmail.com

VP New Member Education
Kennedy Dinkel ’14

VP Public Relations 
and Marketing

Rebekah Swank ’15

VP Membership Programming
Riley Graves ’15

Panhellenic Delegate
Adrien Valmont ’15

VP Intellectual Development
Kristin White ’15

VP Facility Operations
Jordan Hardee ’15

VP Philanthropy
Sophie Jones ’15

Collegiate Recruitment 
Information Chairman

Annie Leicht ’14
axophicric@gmail.com

Kara Ahlemeyer
Antioch, Ill.

Alexis Allen
Lenexa, Kan.

Emma Anderson 
Lincoln, Neb.

Haley Babcock
Overland Park, Kan.

Nathalie Barbeau 
Prairie Village, Kan.

Alexandra Brown 
Hutchinson, Kan.

Veronica Bryant 
Bellevue, Neb.

Alexa Chmieleski* 
Deerfield, Ill.
(Mother Meoldie 
Bucher ’75)

Elena Closen 
Holden, Mo.

Rebecca Collins*
Olathe, Kan.
(Mother Peggy Malley 
Collins ’75, Sister 
Samantha Collins ’07, 
Aunt Mary Malley 
McWhirter ’70, and 
Aunt Susan Malley 
Eagan ’73)

Hannah Couture 
Katy, Texas

Lauren Diercks
Dallas, Texas

Alyssa Dietz 
St. Charles, Ill.

Madison Duncan
Omaha, Neb.

Meredith Eichelberger 
Wausau, Wis.

Emma Ferguson
Olathe, Kan.

Michelle Flaws 
LaGrange, Ill.

Irene Frederick
Ballwin, Mo.

Sophia Garbarino
Novato, Calif.

Natalie Gibson
St Louis, Mo.

Allison Glaser*
Overland Park, Kan.
(Mother Jennifer 
Ungles Glaser, Zeta 
Sigma ’84)

Mikaila Hirsch
Leawood, Kan.

Auriene Jamison
Overland Park, Kan.

Emily Kaemmer
Overland Park, Kan.

Jacklyn Kampa 
Lemont, Ill.

Lilly Kaufman
Encino, Calif.

Ariel Kerns
Lawrence, Kan.

Allison Kmiecik
Omaha, Neb.

Danielle Kolker
Chesterfield, Mo.

Sydney Kolker 
Chesterfield, Mo.

Paige Kovach 
Eagan, Minn.

Anastasis Krasuski
Morrison, Colo.

Jordan Kriete 
Washington, Mo.

Hayley Krumwiede
Omaha, Neb.

Madisen Lamp 
Shakopee, Minn.

Brooke Lapke 
LaMotte, Iowa

Kelsey Larsen 
Springfield, Mo.

Maddie Lutz
Papillion, Neb.

Carlee Mahan
Collinsville, Ill.

Alexandria Mann 
St. Louis, Mo.

Sabina Marcotte
Wichita, Kan.

Rebecca Mayberry
Shawnee, Kan.
 
Brianna Mears 
Georgetown, Texas

Elizabeth Mensendiek*
Onalaska, Wis.
(Mother Gretchen 
Lowe Mensendiek, 
Zeta Sigma ’89 and 
Sister Katelyn 
Mensendiek, 
Alpha Lambda ’14)

Marin Mills
Flower Mound, Texas

Sydney Mortensen
Afton, Minn.

Grace Navickas*
Overland Park, Kan.
(Sister Elizaberth 
Navickas ’14)

Charlyn Ndichu
Hazelwood, Mo.

Allison Obarski
Chandler, Ariz.

Colleen O’Connor
Chesterfield, Mo.

Lorin Prather 
Olathe, Kan.

Brianna Prichard
Lenexa, Kan.

Sarah Ross 
Overland Park, Kan.

Hannah Rust*
Shawnee, Kan.
(Sister Halie Rust ’14)

Tara Ryan
St. Louis, Mo.

Renee Santi
Crystal Lake, Ill.

Brianna Schaefer
Overland Park, Kan.

Catherine Schreiber
Winnetka, Ill.

Payton Seymour*
Lee’s Summit, Mo.
(Sister Paige 
Seymour ’13)

Sarah Shepherd
Peoria, Ill.

Lauren Soehlke 
La Grange Highlands, Ill.

Brooke Sorenson
Omaha, Neb.

Jenna Spanswick 
Lake Bluff, Ill.

Sophie Stotter
Deerfield, Ill.

Caroline St. Peter* 
Gansevoort, N.Y.
(Mother Kristine 
Grommesh St. Peter 
’87 and Aunt Belinda 
Grommesh 
Whitehead ’77)

Madison Vaughn
Lawrence, Kan.

Haley Wagner*
Overland, Park, Kan.
(Sister Megan 
Wagner ’14)

Avery Waters*
Topeka, Kan.
(Sister Bre 
Waters ’13)

Madelyn Whitehead*
Wichita, Kan.
(Mother Belinda 
Grommesh 
Whitehead ’77 and 
Aunt Kristine  
Grommesh 
St. Peter ’87)

Madeline Wing
Littleton, Colo.

Reagan Wood
Milford, Kan.

Katie Zimmerman
Wildwood, Mo.

* Legacy; relative 
  in parenthesis

Welcome, New Members

2016-17 Chapter Officers
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Alumnae 
Update

In memoriam
Olivia Thompson Maresh 
’94 passed away from 
breast cancer. Following 
graduation from college, 
Olivia began working as 
an editor for the medical 
journal, Family Practice 
Management, at the 

American Academy of Family Physicians. 
She worked for the journal until her 
retirement in 2005, when she was able to 
follow her true love in life—staying home 
and raising her two beautiful children. She 
was an active member in the PTA and spent 
the majority of her free time volunteering 
at their school. Olivia was a loving mother 
and wife who always put the needs of her 
family first and took tremendous pride in her 
children and their accomplishments. Olivia 
is survived by her husband, Ian; children, 
Luke and Lindsay; parents, Walter and Kaye; 
brothers, Brett and Doug; and several nieces 
and nephews.
 
Alumnae News
Sara Buchanan Porritt ’53 shares that her 
son, Ed, is a secondary education teacher. Her 
daughter, Beth, is a Colorado state employee 
and does training for various areas within 
the state system. Sara has four grandchildren 
and enjoys spending time with her family, 
reading, and doing crafts.
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Members of Phi Chapter at Reunion Night 
at Alpha Chi Omega’s National Convention.

72 new members were welcomed home on Bid 
Day with the theme “A League of Our Own.”

New members gather around the 
Homecoming float made with the men of 

Delta Tau Delta and Beta Sigma Psi.

The chapter held a philanthropic event, Pizza Pie 
with Alpha Chi, with all of the proceeds going 

to The Willow Domestic Violence Center.

Be a driving force in helping us 
complete much-needed projects  
by donating TODAY!


