
As the leaves change color and a chill 
comes into the air, I am excited about how 

wonderful this year has already been for the Phi 
Chapter. If you have followed our newsletter 
the past few years, you know that we have 
discussed the changes that have occurred with 
the renovations of the Phi Chapter house. 

Due to normal wear-and-tear and 
settling, the north wall of our 
house was in need of repair. Over 
the summer, structural updates 
were undertaken to create a 
sounder, structurally safer north 
wall. Additionally, the chapter 
room, craft room, and laundry room 
have had beautiful facelifts to improve 
their flow and functionality. Additional 
washers and dryers were added to the laundry 
room, for a total of four each. The chapter room 
now has more space to allow more members 
to be a part of the weekly Phi meetings—a 
blessing, given the remarkable growth of our 
chapter in recent years. 

In the upcoming year, the House Corporation 
Board will begin the process of redesigning 
and renovating the main living spaces: formal, 
informal, entryway, fifth and seventh floor 
landings, and the fifth floor lounge. At this time, 
we are having a few designers present their 

ideas in order to transform these areas 
into places for the ladies and guests 

to socialize and gather. Our design 
goal is to have a timeless elegance 
with the “homey” feel many of 
the Phi Chapter members have 
requested. 

As a board, we are also extremely 
excited to finalize the last stage 

of this major renovation to meet the 
demands of our growing chapter house. Of 

course, we understand that as with any home, 
our chapter house will need constant care and 
attention to give the best presentation of our 
house to new recruits and the community, while 
also being a home away from home for our 
members. 

When I became a member of the HCB about six 
years ago, I did not know or understand how 
important the board was to the inner workings 
of Phi Chapter. The ladies on this board give 
freely of their time and energy, allowing the next 
generation of AXΩ women to continue loving 
and cherishing our chapter and home. If you 
have ever thought or wondered about becoming 
a member of the HCB, I ask you to please 
consider it now. Phi Chapter has grown stronger 
with the sisters we have recruited; sisters who 
will one day become valued alumnae. 

It has been gratifying to see the changes in our 
chapter and in our chapter home occur over the 
past few years. I hope the rest of 2017 provides 
everyone with the love and joy that the holiday 
season brings. Talk to you all in the spring. 

Loyally,
Stephanie Spratt Schmidt ’93
House Corporation President
sportsgirl292004@yahoo.com
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Timeless Elegance for Our Phi Home
Design and Renovation Plans in the Works 

Volunteer to serve 

on our House 

Corporation Board! 

E-mail Stephanie 

Schmidt ’93 at 

sportsgirl292004@

yahoo.com for more 

information.

Scarlet & Olive Club 
($100 to $499) 
Martha Jones Clyde ’61	
Val Howard Burke ’78
Leslie Shawn Johnson ’80	
Jill Flanders Krentz ’86
Ann Neid Potts ’88	
Anne Lyons Putnam ’90
Sierra Glasscock ’11	

Faith, Hope & Love Club 
(Up to $99)
Margaret Fesler Ewing ’43
Carol Krehbiel Kreischer ’49	
Carolyn Ohmart ’59
Marlene Glass Sievert ’60
Jennifer Hurst Gunter ’77
Kristin Baker Larpenter ’87	
Rachel Toby ’07 

Your Contributions 
Are Appreciated

Last spring, 14 alumnae showed their support for the chapter by contributing $1,135 to 
the annual fund. The accomplishments and success enjoyed by the Phi Chapter could not 

happen without the loyal support from the chapter’s alumnae.

Gift levels reflect giving by appeal. If an error has been made in recording the amount of your 
gift, we sincerely apologize. If corrections to your giving record are needed, please send them 
to mlisher@penningtonco.com. Thank you, again, for your loyal support.

Our sisters enjoyed bowling during Polish Week.

Our Big/Little reveal is always fun for sisters!



Jennifer Tiller Burgoyne-Dechant ’87, 
Rebecca Tiller Bunting ’88, and Krista Tiller 

Shackelford ’94 share the unique experience 
of being connected as siblings and as AXΩ 
members. Learn what their favorite memories of 
growing up Phi were below.

Q: Why did you join AXΩ?
Jennifer Tiller Burgoyne-Dechant ’87: I came 
from a small high school in Andover, Kansas, 
so I wanted to have my own “little family” on 
campus and get to know people. Traci Keene 
Atzenweiler-Barney ’86 was my childhood 
friend from Wichita and she recruited me. I felt 
like I fit in at the Alpha Chi house.

Rebecca Tiller Bunting ’88: AXΩ is where I 
felt I fit in the best. Jennifer being a member 
played a part in my joining, of course, but it was 
also the great group and variety of women who 
lived in the chapter house at the time.

Krista Tiller Shackelford ’94: On pref night, 
I struggled to decide whether I wanted to be an
Alpha Chi or another chapter. I was the last one 
in the room with my paper pref list. I didn’t 
want to join just because my older sisters were 
alumnae, but my gut kept saying, “ΑΧΩ.” I’ve 
never regretted or questioned my decision.

Q: What was it like sharing the sorority with 
your siblings?
Jennifer: I told Rebecca she couldn’t go 
anywhere else! I was really happy she joined. 
We were roommates for a semester--which was 
a learning experience for us both.

Rebecca: Jennifer and I are very close; 15 
months apart. As with many siblings, there was 
a like/dislike kind of relationship between us, 
but she was always available to give me advice.
Rooming together did not work for us, which we 

laugh about now. We fought so much that we
got pulled into standards!

Krista: My siblings are 7-8 years older than 
me. Despite the age difference, the vision and 
goals of AXΩ were the same when my sisters 
were undergraduates and when I was. The one 
constant—Mom Pat!

Q: What are your favorite memories from 
your time in Phi chapter?
Jennifer: Hanging out with my pledge sisters, 
study breaks at Joe’s Donuts, Barn Party, and 
our Pink Champagne Formal. I loved living 
in the chapter house and Mom Pat was great 
to all of us! It was convenient, and allowed 
me to focus on my collegiate experience and 
coursework without having to worry about 
taking care of an apartment or preparing meals. 
I really liked the friendships I developed more 
than anything and I also enjoyed intramurals.

Rebecca: I loved my pledge class. We had 68 
women in our pledge class—one of the largest 
at the time for Phi! You would think with a class 
that big that there would be divisions, but there 
really weren’t. Some of my pledge sisters lived 
in the annex by the sorority house and we would 
get into a little bit of mischief. I enjoyed hanging 
out in the formal/informal room, just sitting on 
the floor talking. When the sisters were taking 
the GMAT or LSAT and getting ready for 
graduate school, we would all open our scores 
together—it was so much fun!

Krista: Planned “playtime” because I always 
needed someone to tell me to leave the library 
and have fun. Volunteering with my sisters and 
intramural sports were fun too. I loved winning 
the Hill in multiple sports and learned to play 
flag football with AXΩ. Catching and throwing 
a football has come in handy with two boys!

Q: What do you do for a living?
Jennifer: I am a board certified ophthalmologist 
and have lived and practiced in Wichita, Kansas, 
since 2001. I run my own practice now called 
ICT Eye, LLC which I opened in 2014.

Rebecca: I have my own marketing consulting 
company that focuses on grand management and
strategic planning. It allows me to do things with 
my kids when I want and work when I want.

Krista: I am a board certified physician, 
specializing in dermatology. I practice in 
Wichita at The Dermatology Clinic, P.A.

Q: What advice would you offer to current 
undergraduates?
Jennifer: Surround yourself with people who 
have goals and good values, and “stick with the
winners.” Have fun and get involved in some 
type of organization that interests you. Work 
hard at school, but take time to play!

Rebecca: My daughter is going to college 
next year. There is so much more stress now 
to be academically perfect. Get involved in 
the community and school, and strive to lead 
a balanced life. My dad always said, “Treat 
college like a full-time job.”

Krista: Be responsive and emotionally available 
to your friends and family; be there when they
need you, especially in-person. My AXΩ sisters, 
Blythe Ridenour-Jones ’95 and Sunny Young-
Linnebur ’94, showed up to my house in 2009 
when our father was murdered. They didn’t live 
in the same town, let alone same state. They 
dropped everything in their lives to attend his 
memorial. Their kindness and support, and that of 
the countless other AXΩ sisters who sent flowers 
or cards when I hadn’t communicated with them 
in ages, will never be forgotten by me.

Q: Were there any alumnae who had a 
positive impact on your time in the chapter?
Jennifer: Heather Comstock Claybrook ’87 
was one of my best friends in college and really
helped me appreciate music, movies, and non-
science stuff--she made me laugh all the time.
Dawn Adams-Lowden ’87 was in my pledge 
class—we studied for the MCAT together and
made it into medical school at KU!

Rebecca: Mom Pat. I would go sit in Mom Pat’s 
apartment and we would have conversations 
about life, college, or I would just cry on her 

Bonded By the Ties of Phi
Q&A with the Tiller Sisters
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Jennifer Tiller Burgoyne-Dechant ’87, 
Rebecca Tiller Bunting ’88, and 

Krista Tiller Shackelford ’94.

Rebecca and Jennifer at the 
1988 AXΩ Snowball Formal.
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Amante Allen 
Overland Park, Kan.

Michelle Anzalone
Rolling Meadows, Ill.

Courtney Armswood* 
Highlands Ranch, Colo.
(Mother Nancy 
Armswood, University 
of Colorado ’86, Aunt 
Gretchen White, 
University of Colorado 
’83, Sister Nicole 
Armswood ’14)
 
Megan Atteberry
Olathe, Kan.

Grace Bamburg*  
Overland Park, Kan.
(Sister Abby 
Bamburg ’14)

Blair Baugher*  
Edwardsville, Ill.
(Mother Jennifer Debo 
Baugher, William 
Woods University ’88)

Hanna Becker 
Louisburg, Kan.

Lauren Becker 
Louisburg, Kan.

Sydney Beckman 
Chanhassen, Minn.

Kelsey Bender 
Chesterfield, Mo.

Taylour Boyer 
Olathe, Kan.

Claire Buss* 
Salt Lake City, Utah
(Aunt Mary Buss, 
University of Vermont 
’84)

Elizabeth Carrigan 
Stilwell, Kan.

Leah Chelist 
Chesterfield, Mo.

Megan Crume* 
Overland Park, Kan.
(Sister Madeline 
Crume ’15)

Haley DeGaeto 
Ellisville, Mo.

Haley Derbak 
Chesterfield, Mo.

Grace DiVilbiss 
Lawrence, Kan.

Shelby Dobratz 
Maple Grove, Minn.

Stephanie Duesenberg 
White Bear Lake, Minn.

Lexi Ecker 
Chesterfield, Mo.

Jacqueline Estey 
Western Springs, Ill.

Emma Faciane 
Thousand Oaks, Calif.

Emily Greene
Garden City, Kan.

Kaylynn Guivas 
Topeka, Kan.

Emily Haas* 
Overland Park, Kan.
(Mother Lisa 
Schaefer Haas ’85)

Kaitlin Hamilton 
Pittsburg, Kan.

Katherine Hazen 
Olathe, Kan.

Grace Heldridge 
Omaha, Neb.

Chloe Hessman 
Owasso, Okla.

Sydney Hoover 
Lenexa, Kan.

Anneke Knops 
Leawood, Kan.

Hannah Kouri 
Lenexa, Kan.

Allyson Krekelberg 
Minnetonka, Minn.

Elise Lindemann 
Wichita, Kan.

Briana Listman 
Libertyville, Ill.

KayLee Logan 
Enid, Okla.

Edna Lovric 
Overland Park, Kan.

Kennedy Lucero 
Lawrence, Kan.

Muriel Lund*  
Overland Park, Kan.
(Grandmother Joyce 
Lund, Baker 
University ’56)

Zoe Mandernach 
Des Peres, Mo.

Jordyn McCaskey 
Topeka, Kan.

Taylor McQuarters 
Overland Park, Kan.

Alyssa Mertz 
Cape Fair, Mo.

Emily Micek 
Kearney, Neb.

Christine Miller 
Chesterfield, Mo.

Julia Miller 
Wichita, Kan.

Pamela Negel 
Greenwood 
Village, Colo.

Carly Newcomb 
Woodbury, Minn.

Allyson Nichols 
Olathe, Kan.

Lenna Nikravan
Leawood, Kan.

Savannah Ortiz 
Overland Park, Kan.

Megan Pastine 
Shawnee, Kan.

Sarah Pierle 
Jefferson City, Mo.

Elizabeth Putnam* 
Olathe, Kan.
(Mother Anne Lyons 
Putnam ’90)

Brynlee Robbins 
McLouth, Kan.

Sarah Rose*  
Chesterfield, Mo.
(Grandmother Janet 
Ruggeri, University 
of Missouri ’57)

Maddie Ruvin 
Mequon, Wis.

Olivia Salzman 
Ballwin, Mo.

Emily Sanders* 
Overland Park, Kan.
(Sister Madison Sanders, 
University of Alabama 
’15, Aunt Jennifer 
Sanders Shelton ’91) 

Cassidy Sarver 
Omaha, Neb.

Rylie Sheffield 
Olathe, Kan.

Grayson Smith 
Leawood, Kan.

Katherine Springer* 
Shawnee, Kan.
(Mother Kimberly 
Springer, Colorado 
State University ’86)

Jenna Tartaglia 
Naperville, Ill.

Liana Tauke 
Eastborough, Kan.

Alexandra Tschan 
Northbrook, Ill.

Shaylan Vohs 
Louisburg, Kan.

Annalese Von Gremp 
Mission Viejo, Calif.

Brooke Wentworth 
Olathe, Kan.

Zoe Wilson 
Evanston, Ill.

Olivia Woodbury 
Kansas City, Mo.

Welcome, New Members

shoulder. Of anyone in my active member time,
Mom Pat, hands down was the biggest influence. 
We still visit her where we’re on campus.

Krista: I remember Heather Comstock 
Claybrook ’87 providing guidance to the chapter.
Rebecca was instrumental too while I was an 
active member and she was living in Kansas City.

Q: Do you stay in touch with your sisters 
from Phi?
Jennifer: Yes, I am still friends with some of 

my pledge sisters and I keep in touch through
Facebook as well. I have visited my sorority 
sisters in Kansas City, Missouri, occasionally. 
In Wichita, my children have grown up with 
the children of my pledge sister, Dawne Adams 
Lowden, and of course, my sisters, Rebecca and 
Krista, are a part of my daily life.

Rebecca: I actually met my husband at my Phi 
roommate’s wedding. 

Krista: Julie Phillips Karpinski ’94 and I 

graduated from KU in 1998, and went on 
to pursue careers and have families. We 
reconnected around 2010, after several of our 
pledge class sisters experienced significant 
health issues or personal tragedies. When 
Julie was diagnosed with breast cancer, she 
galvanized several of us AXΩ sisters to get in 
touch again. We then spent several years going 
on annual girls’ trips, until Labor Day 2015, 
when Julie died from metastatic breast cancer. I 
credit her for many things, but particularly, her 
sisterhood, friendship, and bond.

Members wait for the arrival of 
the new members on Bid Day.

* Legacy; relation in parentheses
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Helen Russell Sparling ’45 married her 
husband, Robert, in Danforth Chapel in 1949. 
After suffering a stroke in August of 2015, 
she resides in Brewster Place Health Center in 
Topeka, Kan., where she enjoys reading Notes 
of the Lyre.

Paula Harman Cocos ’71 is loving the retired 
life with her husband, Rich, in Peachtree City, 
Ga., and enjoys traveling, reading, and spending 
time with family. She has five grandchildren, 
ranging from 18 months to 4 years in age. 
E-mail: pcocos149@gmail.com

Karen Carse Chipman ’74 enjoys retirement, 
volunteering in her community and church, 
seeing friends and family, substitute teaching, 
and traveling. “I try to do or learn new things 
each day!” she says. Karen and her husband, 
Mark, live in Olathe, Kan. E-mail: kcarsechip@
sbcglobal.net

Carrie Nickles O’Hern ’81 reports that after 
retiring from Hallmark, she has spent time in 
Fargo, N.D., visiting her daughter, Christine, 
who is a news anchor for KVLY. Carrie enjoys 
spending time with her son, Blake, who is a 
pastor at Aldersgate, UMC, in Olathe, Kan. 
She and her husband, Steve, moved 10 blocks 

south in September 2016. Carrie is on the new 
sanctuary building and sacred arts committees 
at the Church of the Resurrection, where she 
coordinated training of the docents who started 
giving tours of the new stained glass windows 
and sanctuary when the building opened in 
April. E-mail: carrie.ohern@gmail.com

Kathryn Hill Leiding ’04 shares, “My husband 
left the Army after eight wonderful years, and 
we moved to Wichita, Kan., with our baby boy, 
Lincoln.” Katie is a development consultant at 
Make-A-Wish Kansas, which helps raise funds 
to grant wishes for children in the state who 
are facing life-threatening illnesses. “Our wish 
kids bring me a lot of joy with their unbeatable 
spirits,” Katie adds. “I regularly see a few of my 
ACW sisters, but I wish I saw more of them! 
Come visit Wichita!”

Sierra Glasscock ’11 works part time at Liquid 
Soap Products while she works on her book, a 
fiction action adventure novel for college-aged 
women. “Think James Bond meets Angelina 
Jolie,” she states. “I can’t help it—I have to 
write about real, strong women!” Sierra lives is 
Grain Valley, Mo. E-mail: sierraglasscock8@
gmail.com

ALUMNAE NEWS

Chapter 
Fast Facts

•	 More than 1,000 women went through 
recruitment

•	 Initiation was Monday, October 30
•	 72 new members 
•	 10 legacies

•	 Homecoming partners were Kappa 
Sigma and Zeta Beta Tau

•	 Chapter President Anna Perrone 
’15 received the Jennifer 
Alderdice Homecoming Award 

•	 Campus leadership: 
•	 Outgoing Panhellenic president: 

Brittany Biel ’14
•	 Student Body president:  

Mady Womack ’14
•	 Student Body treasurer:  

Brittany Biel ’14 
•	 Student Senators: Danielle Moss 

’14, Business, and Brittany 
Multer ’14, Engineering

•	 Two incoming Panhellenic executive 
board members: 

•	 Director of Public Relations: 
Ally Kmiecik ’16 

•	 Director of Health and Safety: 
Adrien Valmont ’15

•	 Spirit Squad members:
•	 Rock Chalk dancer: 

Lorin Prather ’16 
•	 Cheerleader: Allison Russell ’15

•	 Rebekah Swank ’15 and Paige 
Nelson ’15 were selected to attend 
Alpha Chi Omega’s Global Service 
Initiative trip to Jamaica last May


