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A Lifetime of SisterhoodA Lifetime of Sisterhood
Making the Phi House a Home

FFall is here and that means the start of a new school year, football, and pumpkin spice. 
Earlier this year, I took over as House Corporation Board president after being on the 

board since 2015. I have enjoyed being back at 1500 Sigma Nu Place, the couches in the 
informal are still the most comfortable couches in the world, the kitchen door is always 
open, and it still feels like home!   

Housing UpdatesHousing Updates
Our home, however, looks a little different. This summer, the exterior of the house 
received a face-lift. We painted the brick, updating our façade to a beautiful grey with 
white trim. The front entryway and back hall were freshened up, and new carpet was 
installed in the formal.

In the last 10 years, your board has renovated the women’s bathrooms and living spaces—
goodbye sleeping dorms. In the basement, we transitioned the computer room to a craft 
room and updated the chapter room, all while the north foundation wall was completely 
replaced. While this is a great start, there is still work to be done. We can’t wait to 
continue making Phi’s house a home to many.

If you are in the area, please stop in, say hi to Mom Pat, introduce yourself to a collegian, 
and have her give you a tour. You might have to knock more than once, phone duty is a 
thing of the past. 

Supporting the SisterhoodSupporting the Sisterhood
Many of you purchased bricks for the front patio, which looks great. We are putting 
together another round of brick sales for those of you who missed it or are a recent 
graduate and have not had the chance to buy one. Stacey Abernathy ’96 is once again in 
charge, and we will have full details for you in the spring newsletter. 

Be on the lookout for an invitation to Women’s Weekend in the spring, which has replaced 
Mom’s Weekend. The chapter is inviting alumnae to brunch and the fundraising auction.

Loyally,
Missi Schoen ’97
House Corporation Board President

Our home received a much-needed face-lift this 
summer. We painted the brick a beautiful grey with 

white trim. We’re loving the new look! 

President 
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Vice President 
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Lyre Club Lyre Club 
($2,500 to $4,999)  
Rozanne Campobasso Sutherland ’88 
	 In honor of the
	 1988 Pledge Class  

Symphony Club Symphony Club 
($1,000 to $2,499)  

1885 Club 1885 Club 
($500 to $999)  
Carol Krehbiel Kreischer ’49 
Mary Challinor Cole ’60  

Scarlet & Olive Club Scarlet & Olive Club 
($100 to $499)  
Jane Hanna Reeble ’50
Sharon Oakes Tongier ’50 
Jill Gilbert Dunn ’54  
Joann Swanson Franklin-Knox ’54
Gretchan Maatsch Pearce ’63
Pamela Kay Lundgren ’67 
Teryl Obiala Hughes ’68  
Kathy McAnarney Terrill ’75 
Jennifer Hurst Gunter ’77  
Kathy Lyn Petersilie ’77 
Jill Flanders Krentz ’86  

Kristin Baker Larpenter ’87 
Sarah Loure Carson ’94 
Suzanne Kujawa Smith ’99 
Stephanie O’Reilly Glenski ’00 

Faith, Hope, & Love Club Faith, Hope, & Love Club 
(Up to $100)  
Janis Williams Mader ’55
Patricia Easton Herrin ’59 
Carolyn Fox Schaefer ’59 
Joyce Voth Perkins ’63
Nancy Ruth Jones ’66  
Roberta Hickert Lees ’66  

Nancy Holmes ’69
Debbie Kascsak Smith ’73  
Carolyn Fee Fletcher ’75 
Betsy Block Baltzer ’78 
Michele Musser Kats ’88

Going Above 
and Beyond

SHAPING THE FUTURE OF 
REAL. STRONG. WOMEN.
Welcome HomeWelcome Home
Kicking off the beginning of the fall 2022 
semester has been fun so far! Moving back 
into our newly renovated home was exciting. 
From new carpet in our formal living room to 
a freshly painted exterior, the Alpha Chi house 
shined during recruitment. We want to thank 
our donors for making all this possible—it 
couldn’t have been done without you!

We had a fantastic fall formal recruitment thanks 
to our vice president of recruitment, Lindsay 
Cox ’19, and her assistants, Maya Fetter ’19 
and Taylor Bridge ’19. We welcomed home 64 

new members plus seven more since Bid Day 
through continuous ongoing recruitment. 
 
Bid Day was a blast! Bid Day Chairman Riley 
Dunsworth ’19 did an amazing job with decor. 
Our vice president of new membership education, 
Bella Line ’19, brought back the ribbon 
ceremony—it was so special for all our new 
members and their Bid Day buddies to experience 
that special moment together. We are thrilled 
to initiate our new members on October 27 and 
officially call them members of Phi Chapter. 

Sisterhood EventsSisterhood Events
We have so much to look forward to this 
fall! Our vice president of membership 
programming, Stella Shotkoski ’20, partnered 
with NASCAR and got us tickets to the race on 
September 11 for a legendary sisterhood event. 
She also planned a fun sisterhood retreat for us 
at the Kane Family Farm on September 16. 

KU’s Family Weekend was September 23-25. 
Ella Keathley ’20 was so kind to get a deal 
for all our members and their families to enjoy 
discounted football game tickets for the weekend. 

On September 28, we celebrated our big/
little reveal. The women have had so much 
fun going on their big/little dates and all were 
excited to meet their new family members! 

Strengthening the ChapterStrengthening the Chapter
Executive board elections are coming soon! We 
elected our Nomination Committee at our last 
chapter meeting on September 12, and we are 
looking forward to seeing who is interested in 
being a member of the 2022-23 executive team. 
The elected members will be taking on their 
new jobs starting November 6. 

Overall, life at Phi Chapter has been loads of 
fun. From welcoming home our new members 
on Bid Day to surprise ice cream trucks 
after chapter (thanks to our Parents’ Club) to 
amazing sisterhood events, we couldn’t ask for 
a better start to our fall semester! 

Loyally,
Cassidy Rogers ’20
Chapter President

Sisterly bonding during our NASCAR outing. Courtney Richardson ’19 and Riley Dunsworth ’19 
dress the part for Bid Day. 

Go Greek! From left: Gracie Raney ’21 and 
Sophya Galan ’21.

Thank You, Loyal Donors!Thank You, Loyal Donors!
Join Your Sisters on the List Today

TThanks to the following sisters, Phi Chapter raised more than $5,000 this past spring! Our undergraduate sisters are grateful for and proud of the 
support they receive from their alumnae, as alumnae engagement and donations are key to Alpha Chi’s success and future at KU. Gifts of any size 

are encouraged and appreciated as we work together to set Phi Chapter up for success well into the future. Visit tinyurl.com/phiaxoku to make a gift 
online and join your sisters. 
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Zoey Alexander | Frisco, Texas
Karsen Backlund  | Bennington, Neb.
Tristan Baker | Plainfield, Ill.
Anna Barnes | Urbandale, Iowa
Allyson Barrick | Castle Pines, Colo.
Hailey Bingham | Highland Village, Texas
Maeve Botos | Omaha, Neb.
Sophia Brewer | Lenexa, Kan.
Kaley Bruning | Aurora, Colo.
Millie Cashatt | Kansas City, Mo.
Paige Consigny | Hartland, Wis.
Linsey Cramer | Overland Park, Kan.
Clara Cussigh | Shawnee, Kan.
Grace Davis | Lee’s Summit, Mo.
Rylee Davis | Pearland, Texas
Addison Diaz | Boca Raton, Fla.
Lauren Dock | Matthews, N.C.
Celina Do-Tran | Gardner, Kan.
Taylor Durst | Hills, Minn.
Jenna Earnheart | Hamilton, Mo.
Jillian Eidsness | Parkville, Mo.
Gianna Flanagan | Centennial, Colo.
Elysium Gary | Edmond, Okla.
Hailey Gifford | Liberty, Mo.
Ashley Gillette | Lenexa, Kan.
Maya Gralnick | Saint Louis, Mo.
Emery Hankins| Olathe, Kan.
Chloe Harrison | Maryville, Ill.
Elle Hoffman | Omaha, Neb.
Sidney Johnson | Highlands Ranch, Colo.
Addisyn Jones | Overland Park, Kan.
Emily Joswick | Plainfield, Ill.
Alexis Kilton | Delafield/Mukwonago, Wis.
Grace Koettker | Overland Park, Kan.
Lillian Kruse | Nixa, Mo.

Phoebe Ladish | Overland Park, Kan.
Abigail LaFerney | Lee’s Summit, Mo.
Sydney Larson | Carver, Minn.
Eve Lauffenburger | Cody, Wyo.
Alyssa Lavery | Lenexa, Kan.
Ashley Layne | North Aurora, Ill.
Sydnee Lee | Overland Park, Kan.
Emma Lennan | Volo, Ill.
Grace Loughran | Omaha, Neb.
Lauren MacDonald | San Diego, Calif.
Megan Mazdra | St. Louis, Mo.
Kaitlin Meinheit | Overland Park, Kan.
Blanca Méndez | Tejada Medina, Minn.
Lily Miller | Medina, Minn.
Madeline Milligan | Lenexa, Kan.
Ava Nickloy | Olathe, Kan.
Sydney Nicks | Olathe, Kan.
Naomi Ormiston | Kansas City, Mo.
Emily Parker | Overland Park, Kan.
Alexandria Pascua | Eudora, Kan.
Katherine Peterson | Southlake, Texas
Halle Pierson | Olathe, Kan.
Ashley Plantz | Hoffman Estates, Ill.
Grace Powers | Waterloo, Neb.
Raquel Ramirez | Lenexa, Kan.
Lanie Randle | Clarendon Hills, Ill.
Annaka Resnik | Leawood, Kan.
Mikayla Schroeder | Woodbury, Minn.
Alexandra Tarnowski | Golden Valley, Minn.
Libby Terranova | Shawnee, Kan.
Lauren Tracy | Scottsdale, Ariz.
Mindi Veach | Hays, Kan.
Presley Wagler | Lenexa, Kan.
Margaret Walsh | Chicago, Ill.
Reese Williams | Prosper, Texas

Why We Chose Why We Chose 
Alpha ChiAlpha Chi
SOPHIA BREWER

“I chose Alpha Chi Omega because of 
the instant connections I had with each 
and every person I talked to! I always 
walked out of Alpha Chi with a smile 

during recruitment.”

TAYLOR DURST
“I chose Alpha Chi because I felt at 

home right away. The minute I walked 
through those doors, the girls were so 

kind-hearted and genuine. Going through 
the recruitment process can be stressful, 
but each day I got to go back to Alpha 

Chi was such a blessing. From day one, 
I’ve felt the support of my sisters. I am 
truly so blessed to be a part of such an 
amazing support system and group of 

Real. Strong. Women!” 

ANNAKA RESNIK
“I chose Alpha Chi because every time I 
walked into the house during recruitment 
week, I felt relaxed. I knew I could be my 
true self. Recruitment week was stressful 
for me, but the stress was always lifted 

after spending time with the people there.”

Members of the Senior pledge class 
on Preference Day during  
Fall Formal Recruitment. 

Grace Vavak ’21 and Lauren Dock ’22 
celebrating on Bid Day.

Kenna Burkard ’21 and Ashley Layne ’22 embracing 
our Bid Day theme, "The Ride of Your Life." 

Welcome, 2022  Welcome, 2022  
New Member Class!New Member Class!



PHI CHAPTER OF
ALPHA CHI OMEGA
HOUSE CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 442023
Lawrence, KS 66044-4223

Address Service Requested

Notes of the Lyre

AAs all sisters know, Alpha Chi Omega is a lifetime commitment—
the sisterhood doesn’t end after college. As an alumna, it’s 

important to celebrate the milestones, and if you’re as lucky as 
Marianne Rogers MacCurdy ’47, you too can one day celebrate 75 
years of Alpha Chi sisterhood. 

“I look forward to celebrating this achievement at the fall meeting of 
Alpha Chi with Alice Hawk, Omicron ’58,” Marianne shared. “I don’t 
attend Alpha Chi alumnae meetings very much, but I have never missed 
my dues. I stay in touch with Phi Chapter.” 

With 75 years of memories, one of her favorite Alpha Chi events was 
the 1949 National Convention at the Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, 
California. The Union Pacific Railroad had a special train car for 200-
300 Alpha Chi women decorated with red carnations. 

“We had stops in Idaho and Las Vega,” Marianne recalls. “They had all 
kinds of fun activities and contests going on. It was quite an experience, 
and I met girls from all over the United States.”

Just the Beginning
As an only child who grew up on a farm in northeast Kansas, having 
the opportunity to surround herself with so many amazing women was 
life-changing. Thanks to her cousin, Marianne was inspired to look into 
Alpha Chi. “Alpha Chi’s impact on my life was very positive.”

For four years, Marianne lived at the chapter house at KU. The friendships 
she made have lasted a lifetime and have been a true blessing. “I 
made wonderful friends throughout my life there. We also had two 
housemothers, and they were like our moms away from home.”

Fortuitous Meeting
Luckily for Marianne, she stayed connected to the sisterhood after 
graduating, which led to the serendipitous meeting of her late husband, 
George. After an Alpha Chi meeting one night, a sister’s husband said to 
Marianne’s soon-to-be husband, “Marianne Rogers was at our house last 
night for an Alpha Chi meeting. You should call her up!” That’s all it 
took, and the rest was history. 

Marianne and George celebrated 65 wonderful years of marriage together 
and have three children: Amy, Beth, and Lori. 

Celebrating the Years
To this day, Marianne is still a fan of train travel, and throughout her life 
has enjoyed many rides, even overseas. In her independent living home, 
she enjoys playing the piano every other Tuesday at chapel service. 

“I also love reading. Our library has 
a great senior program where they 
mail books to us; I always keep a 
running list. Oh, and I also love 
Scrabble.” Marianne is a Scrabble 
pro and keeps a Scrabble dictionary 
and a list of two-letter words that are 
accepted with her when she plays 
her family, including her daughters 
or grandsons, when they visit.

You can connect with Marianne or 
reminisce on Alpha Chi memories 
at gm_mm@sbcglobal.net.

Marianne with her great-grandson, 
Ezra, at a family gathering for her 

94th birthday. 

Connect Connect 
with with 

Phi Chapter Phi Chapter 
Online!Online!

Alpha Chi Omega,Alpha Chi Omega,
Phi Chapter at thePhi Chapter at the
university of kansasuniversity of kansas

@kansasalphachi@kansasalphachi

@kansasalphachi@kansasalphachi

Alpha Chi OmegaAlpha Chi Omega
Phi ChapterPhi Chapter

kuaxo.comkuaxo.com

Forever an Alpha Chi
MARIANNE ROGERS MACCURDY ’47 LOOKS BACK ON 75 YEARS OF SISTERHOOD


