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Class	 % Participation

1939	 50%

1944	 25%

1938	 25%

1950	 23%

1955	 21%

Class	 % Participation

1978	 20%

1949	 20%

1951	 20%

1941	 17%

1960	 16%

Phi Chapter Announces Initiation Class Challenge! 
Our Alpha Chi Omega experience provided us with new friends, lasting memories, and 

a sisterhood that is unmatched by others. The friendships we created saw us through 
finals and graduation, career changes and marriage, births and passings.

Now is our chance to join with our class and make a gift that will help exceed our campaign 
goal. Listed to the right are the classes with the 10 best participation percentages. Please 
see a total list of class participation on page 2. The two classes with the highest level of 
participation will receive a special prize. Right now, the classes of 1939 and 1944 are in the 
lead. Congratulations ladies! 

The years we spent at KU are among the most special of our lives and 
full of fond memories. Then, as now, Alpha Chi Omega created the 

standard by which other sororities were measured: scholarship, leadership 
on campus, and sisterhood. Phi Chapter has played a prominent role at KU 
for a century, so we now need to ensure Phi’s place for the next 
century and beyond.

The undergraduates have committed themselves to the 
sorority and the A Century of Sisterhood campaign. This 
spring, Phi was awarded Panhellenic Chapter of the Year 
based on KU’s community standards process, which 
evaluates chapters on academic performance, membership 
development and education, risk management and legal 
liability, leadership and campus engagement, community 
awareness, and chapter management. 

Our support of the campaign is given in hope that young women will 
continue to find opportunities for growth and development at Phi Chapter, 
just as we did. We have been impressed by the response from our sisters to 
date, and through the support and loyalty of Phi alumnae, we have secured 
$229,138.

This is a great start and shows that many of us share fond memories and 
understand that alumnae involvement is critical to securing the future of 
Phi Chapter. To encourage more alumnae to get involved in this important 
project, we are launching a class competition to see which initiation classes 

can gain the highest level of campaign participation. Please see the article 
below for more information and page 2 to see where your class stands. 

Whether you have donated already or not, we now ask you to rally your 
pledge sisters to support our worthy project. We have some 

class leaders on board to reach out to classmates and garner 
additional support of the project. Would you be willing to 

serve as one of our leaders and contact your pledge sisters 
and friends? Are there other alumnae you would suggest 
to serve in this capacity? If so, feel free to reach out to me 
or any other campaign board member today!

Others before us committed their time and resources for the 
future of our chapter. Now it is up to us. We hope we can 

count on your continued support! Despite all the effort we have 
put in, our project will not be completed as planned without more 

support. If you are not in a position to make a multi-year commitment, 
please consider making a one-time donation. Gifts of any amount are 
helpful and appreciated. Use the enclosed pledge form or visit axophi.

kintera.org/donate to send in your contribution today.

Loyally,
Tricia Edelman Luedke ’94
House Corporation President
(913) 645-7105  /  tricialuedke@comcast.net

Donate 

today at

axophi.

kintera.org/

donate!

Alpha Chi Omega Awarded KU
Panhellenic Chapter of the Year

Class Challenge Launched to Increase Participation 
in Building for the Next 100 Years



1938
Participation: 25%
Arlouine Goodjohn Wu

1939 
Participation: 50%
Peggy Miller Stephenson

1941
Participation: 17%
Virginia Harring Duffy

1944
Participation: 25%
Barbara Johnson Bishop
Jacqueline Logan Hand

1947
Participation: 7%
Marianne Rogers MacCurdy

1949
Participation: 20%
Carol Krehbiel Kreischer
Mary Anne Wolf McClure

1950
Participation: 23%
Patricia Haas Murphy
Jane Hanna Reeble
Sharon Oakes Tongier

1951
Participation: 20%
Maureen Kelley Lyons
Donna Sanner Malkmus
Nancy Canary Rogers

1952
Participation: 12%
Carol Swanson Ritchie

1954
Participation: 5%
Jeanette Ewy Ragsdale

1955
Participation: 21%
Mary Scramlin Bryan
Janis Williams Mader
Myrna Schneider Schulte

Margaret Wille Walker

1957
Participation: 12%
Carol Rossman Burrows
Mary Jane Brown Grinter
Jo Sicking Hurley

1959
Participation: 7%
Sibyl Riekenberg Kerr
Mary Fassnacht Whitaker

1960
Participation: 16%
Cynthia Cheesbrough Clifton
Marlene Glass Sievert
Sherryl Duckworth Thorne

1961
Participation: 10%
Marilyn Bondurant Anderson
Mary Challinor Cole
Patricia Hollingsworth Mayor

1963
Participation: 5%
Margaret Williams Nelson

1964
Participation: 10%
Madeline Anderson
Jeanne E. Hathaway
Carol Kersting Spalding

1965
Participation: 6%
Julie Belsaas Hodges

1966
Participation: 4%
Linda Urba Helling

1968
Participation: 7%
Mary Cleveland Bollinger
Susan Bick LeClaire
Catherine Brown Stigge

1969
Participation: 3%
Linda Legg

1970
Participation: 3%
Cathy Brown Hedlund

1971
Participation: 10%
Laura Glover Kaiser
Linda McDougall
Judith Sabbert

1974
Participation: 3%
Lisa Bushnell Littrell

1976
Participation: 4%
Gail Simpson-Ruiz

1977
Participation: 4%
Jennifer Hurst Gunter
Laura Smith Ryan

1978
Participation: 20%
April Ward Adler
Betsy Block Baltzer
Becky Braswell Conaghan
Sharon Rake Goble
Karen Elliott Wells
JoAnn Greenwood Westra
Pamela Farnsworth Young

1982
Participation: 3%
Carla Glesmann Taulbee

1983
Participation: 5%
Michelle Carleton Hunget
Heather Craft Ludvigsen

1984
Participation: 2%
Traci Olds Ulvenes

1986
Participation: 4%
Jill Flanders Krentz

1987
Participation: 12%
Kerry Burrows Adam
Heather Comstock Claybrook
Elizabeth Tischer Dufresne
Mendy Holmes Mitchell
Sara Welch

1988
Participation: 6%
Holly Landry Barnett
Carolyn Russell Klemp
Ann Neid Potts

1989
Participation: 3%
Wendy Hills

1991
Participation: 4%
Sabra Blaine Engelbrecht

1993
Participation: 9%
Carrie Hoglund-Carey
Stephanie Spratt Schmidt

1994
Participation: 9%
Tiffany Ball Fisher
Stephanie Jones
Tricia Edelman Luedke

Carrie Mulligan
Krista Tiller Shackelford, M.D.
Amiee Crawford Wenson

1995
Participation: 8%
Julie Kearney Bachkora
Monica Hodes
Juliann Crider Wisbrock

1997
Participation: 4%
Missi Schoen

2000
Participation: 4%
Megan Meyers
Courtney Rich Saye

2001
Participation: 14%
Amanda Akard Coil
Viriginia Pitchford
Anna Clovis Ritchie
Candace Chaney Varner

2003
Participation: 3%
Kathryn Crandall Pickering

2007
Participation: 3%
Rachel Toby

Class Participation Is Vital to Our Campaign’s Success
We are deeply grateful to the following sisters for committing $229,138 to the A Century of Sisterhood: Building for the Next 100 Years campaign. 

Below you will find a listing of classes by initiation year. If a year is not listed, we have not yet received a pledge from that class. How many 
donors does your class have? 

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE 
Want an easier way to give? Visit http://axophi.kintera.org/donate to make your gift online today! 
Donors contributing $2,500 or more will be featured on a plaque prominently displayed in our renovated chapter house. 

Give 
Now!

Campaign Status  
At-a-Glance

As of July 8, 2015

$500,000 Goal

$229,138 Total Raised 

95 Donors 

2,164 Mailable Alumnae
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Last semester, Alpha Chi Omega was busy 
with various philanthropy, community 

service, sisterhood, and social events. With 
additional assistance from AXΩ Headquarters 
through the chapter advancement program, we 
have been working hard to continue our success 
and make improvements to give our members 
the best collegiate experience possible. 

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE AIDS 
CHAPTER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Our chapter GPA in fall 2014 was 3.33, and 
our new member class ranked third out of 12 
sororities. We won Panhellenic Chapter of 
the Year at KU’s Greek Awards Night. KU’s 
community standards process evaluates chapters 
on six categories: academic performance, 
membership development and education, risk 
management and legal liability, leadership and 
campus engagement, community awareness, 
and chapter management. 

MR. ALPHA CHI RAISES $4,400 
FOR WILLOW DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CENTER
Our main philanthropy event this spring was 
our male pageant, Mr. Alpha Chi, on March 
11. Nine KU fraternity men participated to help 
raise funds for the Willow Domestic Violence 
Center and promote awareness of domestic 
violence. The event raised more than $4,400 
for Willow. 

OFFICERS ATTEND 
LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
Our chapter officers had many leadership training 
opportunities this semester. Rachel Bender ’13, 
Morgan Cormack ’12, and I attended AXΩ’s 
Leadership Academy in Indianapolis in January. 
The conference provided leadership training 
and helpful information for leading a successful 
chapter. Brittney Hinote ’13, vice president 
of recruitment, attended recruitment training 
in Los Angeles in March. This training will 
allow our officers to lead Phi Chapter through a 
successful semester this fall.

MOM’S DAY AND ALUMNAE EVENTS
Mom’s weekend was March 27-28. On Friday 
night, we had a barbecue at the chapter house 
with a representative from Stella and Dot selling 
jewelry and accessories. On Saturday, we had 
brunch and a silent auction at the Eldridge 
Hotel. Moms and collegians put together gift 
baskets for this silent auction and proceeds 
were collected by the Parents Club to support 
Phi Chapter. Chapter members also attended the 
Mu Mu alumnae chapter at its Legacy Tea event 
in Kansas City on March 12. Collegians met 

alumnae and their daughters at the event and 
discussed Alpha Chi Omega and the University 
of Kansas Panhellenic community overall. 
We are so appreciative of the support we 
receive from both our parents and our alumnae 
members, and we enjoy having the opportunity 
to involve them in our events. Please check out 
our newly designed website, www.kuaxo.com 
for all things Phi chapter!

Thank you to our alumnae for your support and, 
as always, we invite you to drop by the house to 
visit us and see what’s going on in our chapter.

Loyally,
Alyssa Scott ’12
Chapter President
(316) 734-2823
axophi.chapterpresident@
gmail.com

Phi Chapter Success Continues
ACW Wins KU Chapter of the Year 

Alexa Haas ’14, Ellis Wiltsey ’14, and 
Macie Rohr ’14 loved having their moms in 

town for our Mom’s Weekend activities. 

Current chapter president Alyssa Scott ’12 and 
past chapter president Shelby Lemon ’11 with 
the KU Panellenic Chapter of the Year award.

Chapter Officers
Chapter President
Alyssa Scott ’12

axophi.chapterpresident@gmail.com
(316) 734-2823

VP Chapter Relations and Standards 
Erin O’Neill ’13

VP Finance 
Jen Salach ’13

VP Risk Management
Erin Flax ’13

VP Ritual and Fraternity Appreciation
Melanie Edwards ’13

VP Recruitment
Britney Hinote ’13

kuaxorecruitment@gmail.com
(913) 403-6014

VP New Member Education 
Maddy Moloney ’13

VP Public Relations and Marketing
Morgan Cormack ’12

VP Membership Programming 
Emily Zimmer ’13

Panhellenic Delegate
Meghan Saravanja ’13

VP Philanthropy
Rachel Bender ’13

Phi members at a sisterhood event 
at the Royals game.



Notes of the Lyre
4

ALUMNAE UPDATE
We want to hear from you! Alumnae are encouraged and welcome to keep us up to date on personal news about your family, career, activities, 

and contact information. As sisters of Phi Chapter, we want to utilize Notes of the Lyre as a way to keep in touch. Please send information 
for publication in future issues to our alumnae relations coordinator at astoops@penningtonco.com.

IN MEMORIAM
Evelyn Whiteford McIntire ’36 passed away 
September 13, 2014, in Richmond, Texas, at 
age 96. She married Ray in 1941 and moved 
to Midland, Mich. A move to Newport News, 
Va., in 1957 brought her social interaction 
skills to a new group of people who became 
close friends. Returning to Michigan in 1964, 
she plunged back into church, various club 
activities, and even larger flower gardening 
projects. On winter vacations to Florida, she 
and Ray enjoyed golf with other couples and 
initiated Bible study groups. After his death in 
1996, she remained in their home in Michigan 
for many years before moving to Texas to be 
close to her family. 

Ruth Crary Garrelts ’38 passed away August 
17, 2014, at age 97.

Mary F. Ormsby-Trenkle ’38 passed away 
January 28, 2014, at Rose Arbor Hospice 
Residence in Kalamazoo, Mich. Mary earned 
a master’s degree in speech and hearing at 
Northwestern University in 1944, where she 
met her loving husband, Ed.

Charlotte Frichot Wood ’42 passed away 
May 24, 2014, in Tulsa, Okla., at age 92. 
Her portrait was one of a handful of KU 
beauties selected by Peruvian artist Vargas 
to be featured in the KU yearbook. Upon 
graduation, she married Blaine Imel and they 
had three daughters, Barbara, Deborah, and 
Cynthia. Charlotte went back to school to 
earn her master’s degree in education at the 
University of Tulsa, and then taught biology 
at Edison High School until her retirement. 
She was active in her church, participated in 
the Meals on Wheels program, and was a past 
regent of the John Robinson Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution.

Mary Jo Moxley Rahatz ’46 
passed away March 7, 2015. 
She remained a loyal and avid 
Jayhawk basketball fan until 
the end. Mary went on to earn 
her Ph.D. from the University 
of Missouri of Kansas City. A 

lifelong educator, Mary’s passion for reading 
and education made her an integral teacher, 
principal, and administrator for the Shawnee 
Mission School District. Mary Jo graciously 
included the Alpha Chi Omega Foundation as 

a beneficiary of her estate. What a wonderful 
gift for our sisterhood! 

Joan Happy James ’47 passed away July 
5, 2014. She is survived by her husband of 
63 years, Roger; her children, Andy (Laura), 
Evan (Joanie), and Karen (Kevin); and eight 
grandchildren and five great grandchildren. 
Joan and Roger raised their family in Prairie 
Village. She represented her beloved sorority 
as president of the Greater KC Panhellenic. 
Joan worked alongside Roger in helping to 
build the James Printing Co. 

Vivian Miller Young ’50 passed away May 
31, 2014, at Lakeview Village in Overland 
Park, Kan. She was a wife to Milton, a mother, 
a grandmother, a sister, a sister-in-law, an aunt, 
and a friend. Vivian retired as a Mary Kay 
director with 32 years of service. She loved 
to read, sing, and travel, and was vivacious, 
social, and incredibly likable. Vivian was an 
Irish fighting machine! Her battle with cancer 
is over, but her spirit will live on forever. 

Bonnie Hyten Zrubek ’54 passed away March 
2, 2012. She married Mathew and graduated 
from Wesley Hospital Nurses Training School 
in 1959. She was very active in the Alpha 
Chi Omega CU chapter for many years, and a 
die-hard Denver Broncos and CU football fan. 
She enjoyed making her own clothes, reading, 
watching movies, playing bridge, and spending 
time with her close friends. 

Elizabeth “Beth” Crimi ’62 passed away 
October 19, 2013, at her home in California. 
She received a master’s from American 
University in criminal justice. After working as 
an adjunct professor at American University, 
she worked at a men’s prison as a teacher of 
academics and then spent 16 years teaching at 
a woman’s prison in Jessup, Md. She retired 
in 2009.

Julie Anne Perry Schenkel ’71 passed away 
December 11, 2012, at age 60. As academically 
driven as she was creative, she went on to earn 
an MBA in finance from Western Illinois 
University in 1982. Julie will be remembered 
as a passionate and caring mother by her two 
sons, Montgomery and Nathan, as well as 
Montgomery’s husband, Lucas. 

ALUMNAE NEWS 
Betty Heitmann Piper ’37 worked for the Dairy 
Council of Greater Kansas City as assistant 
director after graduation until 1944 when she 
married Donald. Besides her participation in the 
Alpha Chi Omega Mu Mu alumnae association, 
she participated in a number of women’s 
organizations in Kansas City. Betty moved to 
Brookedale Plaza Shore Drive Senior Living in 
Chicago to be near her daughter in 2010. At age 
97, Betty remains in good spirit and participates 
in glee club and church.

Audrey Harris Chew ’44 lives at Otterbein 
Retirement Home in Lebanon, Ohio. She 
still plays golf and swims laps. Her favorite 
undergraduate memory was rooming with 
Nancy C. Reed ’43. 

Martha Gragg Chase ’48 stays active by 
playing bridge several times a month and 
attending church. She lives in Joplin, Mo., with 
her husband, Ned. E‑mail: bugira@cableone.net

Carol Krehbiel Kreischer ’49 enjoys life 
with her daughter in Ann Arbor, Mich. Her 
favorite undergraduate memory is the love she 
received from Alpha Chi and the opportunity 
to do things she didn’t think she could do.

Mary Anne Wolf McClure ’49 is 84 years 
old and still lives in her home in Lawrence. 
She is active in many community, church, and 
Alpha Chi activities. E‑mail: mamc3514@
sunflower.com

Jane Hanna Reeble ’50 spends the winter 
months in Green Valley, Ariz. Most of her 
friends there are also Alpha Chis. “We all met 
through the alumnae club. What a wonderful 
sisterhood!”

Marilyn Bondurant Anderson ’61 thought 
the Centennial Celebration was fabulous and 
loved meeting the undergraduates, visiting the 
chapter house, and reconnecting with friends. 
She lives in Basehor, Kan., with her husband, 
Chris. E‑mail: mander8399@hughes.net

Marilyn Murphy ’61 is moving to the beach in 
Los Angeles, Calif. Her favorite undergraduate 
memory was living in the beautiful Alpha Chi 
Omega house. E-mail: mmurphy326@cox.net
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Recruitment Recommendations 
It is that time of year to start thinking about any amazing young women you know who 

would make great Alpha Chi Omegas. We highly value your input as alumnae, so 
please fill out a recommendation form for any potential Alpha Chi Omega members. The 
recommendation forms are now online; visit alphachiomega.org and click “Recommend 
A Member.” This link will provide information on how to fill out the online form if 
needed. Feel free to contact me with any questions regarding this process. Please submit 
all recommendation forms before August 5, 2015, in order to provide the women with 
adequate time to review them. Thank you for helping the collegiate women of Phi choose 
the new member class!

Lauren Taulbee Gallagher ’10
Recruitment Co-Advisor 
laurentaulbee@gmail.com

Joyce Grist Evans ’65 works at Government 
Accountability Offices and plans to retire at 
the end of 2015. Her favorite undergraduate 
memories include watching KU basketball, 
studying at Watson Library, and walking to 
class. She lives in Burke, Va., with her husband, 
George. E-mail: georgeandjoyce@cox.net

Melinda Holmes Mitchell ’87 joined MCG as 
a tax director and is completing her master’s 
degree in taxes at the University of Texas at 
Arlington with long‑term plans to teach tax and 
accounting at the collegiate level. Her oldest 
son, Scott, is a junior at KU, and her daughter, 
Sarah, is a high school senior interested in 
attending KU. “It’s great to keep KU in the 
family!” Melinda lives in Grand Prairie, Texas. 
E-mail: mendy-mitchell@sbcglobal.net

Sarah Morris Cox ’96 is a detective and has 
spent a total of 13 years in law enforcement. 
She visits KU as much as possible. Sarah lives 
in Salina, Kan., with her husband, Bill. E‑mail: 
crimsonbluejayhawk@yahoo.com

Julie May Austin	’00 married Dontrell Austin 
on July 12, 2014, in Fort Worth, Texas.

Allison Draffan Kaufman ’01 and her 
husband, Christopher, welcomed twin girls, 
Olivia and Reagan, on October 7, 2014.

Haley Harrison‑Lee ’02 and her husband, 
Deron, welcomed their daughter, Caroline Ruby, 
on March 24, 2014. “We’re loving every moment 
of parenthood.” Haley is a reporter on KMBC 9 
in Kansas City. They live in Prairie Village, Kan. 
E-mail: hayley.harrison@gmail.com

Kristin Meyer Van Court ’02 and her 
husband, Phillip, (son of Louise Faith Van 
Court ’71), welcomed their second baby, 
William James, on November 16, 2013. His 
triple legacy sister, Caroline Faith, and auntie, 
Danielle Urso ’08, are proud to welcome this 
new little man into the family. They reside in 
Salina, Kan. E-mail: f30chica@yahoo.com

Katie Blackbourn Reynolds ’06 married 
Colby in October 2014 in Wichita, Kan. She is 
a pharmacist at Kansas Heart Hospital. E‑mail: 
reynolds.katie2014@gmail.com

Samantha Volker ’07 was accepted to graduate 
school at KU for education administration. 
She has been teaching elementary physical 
education and coaching for more than five 
years at Cornerstone Christian Schools in 
San Antonio, Texas. E‑mail: sammi.volker@
yahoo.com

Find Us Online www.kuaxo.com

http://axophi.kintera.org/donate

Alpha Chi Omega – Phi Chapter
University of Kansas

Alpha Chi Omega, Phi Chapter

@PhiChapterAXO

@KUAlphaChiOmega

phichapteraxo.wordpress.com

http://axoku.tumblr.com
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PHI CHAPTER OF
ALPHA CHI OMEGA

HOUSE CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 442023

Lawrence, KS 66044-4223

Address Service Requested

Notes of the Lyre

ATTENTION: This newsletter is intended for alumnae and parents. If your daughter is still attending the University of Kansas, 
she will receive a copy at the chapter house. If she has graduated, please mail us her new address at the address 
above to help update our records. You may also send updates via e-mail to kuaxohcb@gmail.com. Thank you.

Welcome, Spring 2015
New Members

Riley Bortka ’14
Overland Park, Kan.

Abbey Edwardson ’14
McPherson, Kan.

Titi Galeazzi ’14
Campbell, Calif.

Alexa Haas ’14
Lincoln, Neb.

Katie Vavuris ’14
Redwood City, Calif.

Members participated in our Love Is campaign to promote healthy relationships on the KU campus. Top row, from left: Megan Reilly ’14, Ashley Murrell ’14, 
Katherine Calhoun ’14, Kate Theisen ’14, Maddie McCarville ’14, Brittany Biel ’14, Katie Dwyer ’14. Bottom row: Sara Trupiano ’14, Courtney Leiter ’14,

 Ellis Wiltsey ’14, Rebecca Hans ’14, Haley Fahnholz ’14, Kayla Luckeroth ’14, Elizabeth Navickas ’14, and Abby Bamburg ’14.

New members at spring formal.


