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Since June 2013, Phi Chapter has embarked 
on the A Century of Sisterhood capital 

campaign to update our beloved chapter house at 
1500 Sigma Nu Place. Built in 1968 and without 
major renovations for 45 years, our house was in 
need of major updates. The House Corporation 
came together and created a plan for structural, 
system, and design improvements to make our 
house attractive, safe, and modern. Thanks to 
119 of our sisters, we have raised $235,598 
toward these renovations. A heartfelt thank you 
goes to everyone who has contributed their time 
and money to make this campaign a success.

Let’s look back on all we’ve accomplished so 
far. 

Capital Improvement Projects Completed
Phase 1: 
(Completed summer 2012)
r	 Complete renovation of all seventh-floor 

bedrooms and the dining room
r	 Addition of two bedrooms
r	 Updates to the living room and guest 

bedroom
r	 Purchased new furnishings and mattress for 

guest bed and bath
r	 Initial upgrades and repairs to the heating 

and cooling system

Phase 2: 
(Completed summer 2013)
r	 Complete renovation of all fifth-floor 

bedrooms
r	 Addition of two bedrooms
r	 Structural repairs to windows and exterior 

walls
r	 Installation of safety lighting in the parking area

Phase 3:
(Completed summer 2015)
r	 Replaced flooring on the main level
r	 Renovated the library
r	 Updated guest bathrooms

While we have significantly enhanced the 
appearance and safety of the chapter house with 
these projects, our work is not done yet. Our 
Phase 4 projects are planned for the summers of 
2016 and 2017, with the estimated cost between 
$350,000 and $450,000. 

With Phase 4, in the summer of 2016, we will: 
r	 Update the fifth-floor and seventh-floor 

bathrooms
r	 Convert the fifth-floor and seventh-floor 

storage areas to kitchenettes
r	 Resurface the roof (north side)
r	 Update furnishings on fifth-floor and 

seventh-floor landing areas and also the 
informal and formal living areas

r	 Address the necessary kitchen repairs/minor 
updates and the need for a new refrigerator

Then in the summer of 2017, we will:
r	 Renovate and update the chapter room
r	 Redo the laundry room and add more washers 

and dryers
r	 Refurnish the former computer lab area
r	 Finally address the repairs necessary to the 

foundation and wall on the north side of the house

While the A Century of Sisterhood campaign will 
come to a close on July 31, we still need to raise 
additional funds to complete the Phase 4 projects. 
We will continue to solicit with a self-sustaining 
annual program designed to cultivate and encourage 
all alumnae to stay connected and support Phi 
Chapter. We look forward to keeping you updated 
on what’s happening with the chapter. 

If you made a multi-year pledge to the capital 
campaign, thank you for your generous pledge.  
We ask that you please ensure continued 
payment on your commitment. We still have 
nearly 15% left to collect of our total raised, 
which is more than $93,000! It is essential we 
receive every dollar pledged so Phi Chapter 
can complete our renovations. If you have not 
made a gift yet, there is still time to donate. Use 
the enclosed pledge form or visit www.axophi.
kintera.org/donate to make your gift today. 

Loyally,
Stephanie Spratt Schmidt ’93
House Corporation President
sportsgirl292004@yahoo.com

A Century of Sisterhood Campaign 
Nears Completion on July 31
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Online Giving Now Available 
Want an easier way to give? Visit http://axophi.kintera.org/donate to make your gift online today! 
Donors contributing $2,500 or more will be featured on a plaque prominently displayed in our renovated chapter house. 

Give 
Now!

Alumnae Update
In memoriam
Betty Spotts Arnspiger ’49 passed away on November 21, 2014. She 
always appreciated her time with Alpha Chi Omega and the many friends 
she made there. Betty did many wonderful things in her life, including 
studying the organ and playing for her church for more than 65 years. At 
age 70 and again at age 71, she biked across Kansas.

Sally Glenn White ’51 passed away on November 7, 2014.

Betty Landree Dickinson ’52 passed away on May 15, 2015, at 
Presbyterian Manor in Lawrence, Kan. 
 
Alumnae News
Audrey Harris Chew ’44 moved into a retirement village 
in Lebanon, Ohio. She enjoys golfing, swimming laps, and 
spending time with her family, which includes four great-
grandchildren. Her last two and a half years at KU were spent 
as a student nurse at the KU Medical School in Kansas City.

Read 
more on page 4!



Thank You to Our 119 Loyal Donors
Contributions Exceed $235,000

We are truly grateful to the following sisters who have contributed $235,598 to Phi Chapter’s A Century of Sisterhood, Building for the Next 100 
Years campaign. Your gifts ensure the legacy you helped build lives on for many years to come. 

If you are still planning on donating, please make sure to do so by July 31. Each donor who contributes $2,500 or more will be recognized on a 
plaque prominently displayed in the renovated chapter house. Donors are listed by initiation year in their appropriate giving levels. If an error has 
been made in recording your gift, or your name has been mistakenly omitted, we sincerely apologize. Please contact our campaign coordinator at 
mlisher@penningtonco.com or (785) 843-1661 to make corrections.

Phi Society
($50,000 and above)
Alpha Chi Omega Undergraduates

Lyre Society
($25,000 to $49,999)
Carol Swanson Ritchie ’52

Pearl Society
($15,000 to $24,999)

Loyalty Society 
($10,000 to $14,999) 
Anonymous
Jo Sicking Hurley ’57
Mary Fassnacht Whitaker ’59

Carnation Society
($5,000 to $9,999)
Phi Chapter Parents’ Club 2013-14
Jane Hanna Reeble ’50
Carol Rossman Burrows ’57
Linda S. Legg ’69
Cathy Brown Hedlund ’70
Linda McDougall ’71
Jill Flanders Krentz ’86
	 In memory of
	 Lynne Gaumer Flanders ’55
Sara Welch ’87
	 In honor of
	 Carol Jarvis Welch, 
	 Gamma Epsilon ’53
Tiffany Ball Fisher ’94
Julie Crider Wisbrock ’95
Melissa Schoen ’97

Scarlet & Olive Society
($2,500 to $4,999)
Patricia Hollingsworth Mayor ’61
Maggie Williams Nelson ’63

Linda Urba Helling ’66
Mary Cleveland Bollinger ’68
Jamie J. von Schaumburg ’85
Heather Comstock Claybrook ’87
Mendy Holmes Mitchell ’87
Stephanie Spratt Schmidt ’93
Krista Tiller Shackelford, M.D. ’94
Amiee Crawford Wenson ’94
Megan Meyers ’00
Amanda Akard Coil ’01
Kate Crandall Pickering ’03

Crimson & Blue Society
($1,000 to $2,499)
Arlouine Goodjohn Wu ’38
Nancy Canary Rogers ’51
	 In memory of
	 Dorothy Gsell Canary ’25
Margaret Wille Walker ’55
Mary Challinor Cole ’61
	 In memory of
	 Mary Fassnacht Whitaker ’59
Sherryl Duckworth Thorne ’60
Julie Belsaas Hodges ’65
Leigh Anne Turner Leas ’84
Anna Clovis Ritchie ’01

Sisterhood Society
($500 to $999)
Maureen Kelley Lyons ’51
	 In memory of
	 Ann Marty Aiken ’51
Marilyn Bondurant Anderson ’61
Laura Glover Kaiser ’71
Lisa Bushnell Littrell ’74
Gail Simpson-Ruiz ’76
Young Family Gift
	 Pamela Farmsworth Young ’78
	 Katie Young Birchfield ’05
Wendy J. Hills ’89

Sabra Blaine Engelbrecht ’91
Patricia Edelman Luedke ’94
Monica Hodes ’95
Jenny Pitchford ’01
Candace Chaney Varner ’01

Others
(Up to $499)
Sigma Sigma Alumnae Association
	 In honor of
	 Julie Crider Wisbrock ’95
Peggy Miller Stephenson ’39
Virginia Harring Duffy, 
	 Alpha Zeta ’41
	 In honor of
	 Julie Crider Wisbrock ’95
Barbara Johnson Bishop ’44
Jacqueline Logan Hand ’44
Marianne Rogers Mac Curdy ’47
	 In memory of
	 Joan Happy James ’46
Virginia Thomson Hargarten ’49
	 In honor of
	 the Class of ’48
Carol Krehbiel Kreischer ’49
	 In honor of my
	 Pledge Sisters
Mary Anne Wolf McClure ’49
Patricia Haas Murphy ’50
	 In memory of
	 Marjorie Evans Haas ’24
Sharon Oakes Tongier ’50
Donna Sanner Malkmus ’51
Betty Tudor Brown ’53
Sharon Dry Masterson ’54
Jeanette Ewy Ragsdale ’54
Susan Sohlberg Ross ’54
Mary Scramlin Bryan ’55
Janis Williams Mader ’55
Myrna Schneider Schulte ’55
Mary Jane Brown Grinter ’57
Sibyl Riekenberg Kerr ’59
Edith Graves McEachen ’59
Carolyn Craig Ohmart ’59
Cynthia Cheesbrough Clifton ’60
Marlene Glass Sievert ’60
Madeline Anderson ’64
Jeanne E. Hathaway ’64
Carol Kersting Spalding ’64
Janet Lohoefener Stidman ’65
Rebecca Massey McTavish ’67
Susan Ingraham Killion ’68
Susan Bick LeClaire ’68
Cathy Brown Stigge ’68

Judith Sabbert ’71
Joyce Ann Oster, M.D. ’73
Tracy Peppel Henry ’74
Cheryl Kemp Prais ’74
Peggy Malley Collins ’75
Deborah Rider Schroeder ’76
Lainie Gruening Grimmer ’77
Jennifer Hurst Gunter ’77
April Ward Adler ’78
Betsy Block Baltzer ’78
Becky Braswell Conaghan ’78
Sharon Rake Goble ’78
Stephanie Johnson McGovern ’78
Karen Elliott Wells ’78
JoAnn Greenwood Westra ’78
Linda Bradley Juber ’79
Carla Glesmann Taulbee ’82
Heather Craft ’83
Michelle Carleton Hunget ’83
Traci Olds Ulvenes ’84
Kerry Burrows Adams ’87
Elizabeth Tischer Dufresne ’87
Holly Landry Barnett ’88
Carolyn Russell Klemp ’88
Ann Neid Potts ’88
Shanda Leann Vangas ’91
Carrie Hoglund-Carey ’93
Stephanie Jones ’94
Carrie Mulligan ’94
Julie Anne Kearney Bachkora ’95
Marcy Martin Riedel ’99
Courtney Rich Saye ’00
Hannah Berns Bourbon ’02
Sally Campbell Bender ’06
Samantha Collins ’07
Rachel Toby ’07

Campaign 
Status  

At-a-Glance
As of May 25, 2016

$500,000 Goal
25% Participation Goal
$235,598 Total Raised 

119 Donors 
6% Participation

1,847 Mailable Alumnae

Top 10 Participation Classes 

Class	 % Participation
1939	 50%
1949	 33%
1938	 25%
1950	 25%
1978	 22%
1951	 21.5%

Class	 % Participation
1955	 21%
1960	 20%
1954	 17%
1941	 16%
1952	 16%
2001	 14%

Congratulations to the 10 classes with 
the highest participation percentages! 



Throughout her time as an Alpha Chi Omega, 
Johanna Maska ’00 has been an example 

of what it means to be a real, strong 
woman. The four years she spent at 
Phi Chapter gave her a chance to grow 
and learn from a group of driven, 
inspiring women. That mentorship 
helped Johanna become who she 
is today and develop a successful 
career, including eight years as an 
aide to President Barack Obama in his 
campaign and the White House. 

“When I participated in recruitment, it was 
Alpha Chi Omega women who led a real 
conversation—about my major, what I wanted 
out of college, what I was hoping to do,” 
Johanna says. “I was lucky to join a phenomenal 
group of women who inspired me to believe in 
myself and the change I could bring about with 
hard work and dedication.”

During college, Johanna studied journalism and 
history and got involved as an officer in Phi 
Chapter. Some of her favorite memories are of 
times spent talking with the chef, Mark, and 
Mom Pat. Alpha Chi Omega gave Johanna the 
opportunity to learn from her sisters, and she 
remembers working on a student body president 
campaign with one of them and learning about 
hard work and facing setbacks. 

“I learned that all of these women were 
fantastically strong and all had something 

to offer,” Johanna says. “It was a 
respectful, supportive community that 
made me stronger, and I’m still proud 
of the success of many of my Alpha 
Chi Omega sisters.”

After Johanna left KU, she spent 
eight years working for President 
Obama as a White House aide. She 
traveled with him to 40 countries 

and more than 40 states, managing his public 
image for both elections. Johanna moved with 
her family to California, first joining the Los 
Angeles Times as a marketing executive and 
then making the transition to technology where 
she’s an advisor to Karmic Labs, Percena, and 
Fairygodboss. She consults on other initiatives 
and lectures at USC.

“I knew technology was changing the world, and 
I wanted to see change in that sector from the 
ground up as I had in politics. With Karmic, I 
joined an early-stage venture-backed company 
and it opened my eyes to entrepreneurship and 
innovation. I cofounded the Women’s Advisory 
Council with executive women in San Francisco 
to give more women more opportunity to find 
mentors in technology, which led to our upcoming 
launch of Percena.com,” Johanna says. 

“I’m loving this life of optimism, finding ways 
we can make our communities stronger. But I’m 
also really enjoying having time with my son. 
The richness of having a life outside of work has 
made any other accomplishments worth it.” 

Although it has been difficult to stay in touch 
with Phi Chapter, Johanna still believes the 
mentorship she found there is the core to her 
success. Being a role model to other women is 
important to her. 

“I believe in being a good mentor and learning 
from others. Alpha Chi Omega was central to 
that,” Johanna says. “My advice is to dream big 
dreams and know that it’s a lot of work to get there. 
If you believe in yourself, nothing can stop you.”

Johanna is married to Henry “CJ” Jackson, 
fellow Jayhawk and author of Politico’s Daily 
Blast. They have one son. Her e-mail is johanna.
maska@gmail.com.

Johanna Maska ’00 Thankful for Lessons Learned at Phi Chapter

I believe in being a good mentor 
and learning from others. Alpha Chi 

Omega was central to that.
“ “

As another year draws to a close, I wanted to 
tell you a little bit about what Phi has been 

doing over the last semester! 

Philanthropy and 
Community Service Efforts
This year’s Mr. Alpha Chi philanthropy event 
was very successful, and we raised over $5,000 
to donate to our local domestic violence center, 
The Willow. It was held on April 5 at the 
Lied Center. We had 14 men from different 

fraternities on campus compete in rounds of 
talent, outfit of choice, and question. In addition 
to hosting this event, we have also held several 
drives to collect products such as toiletries to 
donate to the shelter. On top of the funds and 
items raised in these events, we paired with Phi 
Delta Theta to decorate cookies and make cards 
to bring to the shelter for Valentine’s Day.

Membership Update
This spring, our recruitment team participated 
in informal recruitment and extended bids to 
six women who were initiated on March 30. 
We were so excited to welcome them into the 
sisterhood! Our recruitment team is already in 
full swing preparing for fall formal recruitment 
with workshops and dress checks, and we are all 
gearing up to recruit our 102nd class.

Chapter Activities
This semester has been filled with a lot of 
fun events, the most recent being our Mom’s 
Weekend on April 8-10. The brunch was at the 
Oread, where we did a slideshow of events from 

the past year, an auction of items donated by the 
mothers, and a photo booth! Thank you to all the 
moms who came out and donated—the women 
really enjoyed the event! This semester, we also 
celebrated Hera Day by having a sisterhood 
event at Sunfire Ceramics, where members 
picked out different ceramic pieces and got to 
paint them. In addition to these events, a few of 
my favorite outings included roller skating and 
attending a Royals game together!

Phi has had such a great semester and year, 
and a lot of what we do would not have been 
possible without your support. The women, 
and myself, cannot thank you enough! Phi’s 
doors are always open to alumnae—we love to 
see sisters from previous pledge classes come 
back to visit. 

Loyally, 
Brittany Biel ’14
Chapter President
axophi.chapterpresident@gmail.com
(913) 271-0758

Phi Chapter Proud of Successful Semester
Members Raise over $5,000 for Philanthropy

Jessica Cohen ’15 and her mom enjoying 
our Mom’s Day activities in April.
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Welcome, Spring
New Members

Shelby Doria ’16  /  Overland Park, Kan.

Jordan Hardee ’16  /  Shawnee, Kan.

Demi McGill ’16  /  Oak Lawn, Ill.

Jaidan Royal ’16  /  Onalaska, Wis.

Andrea Seput ’16  /  Leawood, Kan.

Sara Wolt ’16  /  Mandan, N.D.

Above: Our graduating seniors with 
National President Diane Blackwelder, 
Omicron ’67 at Hall of Commitment.

Below: We’re so proud of Allie Walters ’14 
and Allison Russell ’15 for making it onto the 
KU dance and cheer teams for another year!

Alumnae Update
Ann Cowan Van Doren ’44 lives in Manhattan, 
Kan., at Via Christi Village.
 
Helen Russell Sparling ’45 was a high school 
English teacher until she got married to her husband, 
Robert, in 1949. She lives in Topeka, Kan.

Ona Swearingen Tonge ’60 had a career as 
director of a large church pre-school for 25 
years. She now enjoys retirement and has time 
for church activities, family and friends, and 
traveling. Ona lives with her husband, John, in 
Danville, Calif. E-mail: otonge@comcast.net

Sarah Brooner ’61 has been around the world 
assessing hospitals and clinics for Project 
C.U.R.E., which is headquartered in Denver. 
She also teaches at Camden County College 
in New Jersey. She and her husband, George, 
celebrated 50 years of marriage last year. Sarah 
writes that Jan Kimball Warren ’61 lives 
nearby. Sarah and George live in Philadelphia, 
Penn. E-mail: sarahbrooner@gmail.com

Jeanne “Bourge” Hathaway ’64 shares that 
it’s hard to believe it’s been 51 years since 
becoming an Alpha Chi Omega. She hopes all 
Alpha Chis will carry the love and light they 
find there for the rest of their lives. E-mail: 
jbourgehathawat@mac.com

Tracy Peppel Henry ’74 has a granddaughter, 
Stella, who was born in 2014. She keeps 
busy babysitting, volunteering, doing yoga, 
and supporting the Jayhawks. She and her 
husband, Robert, live in Basehor, Kan. E-mail: 
tracyhenry@everestkc.net

Kimberly Cochran ’77 works as a neurologist 
for a hospital just outside of Kansas City. 
She is married with four children and four 
grandchildren. Her husband, Stacey, is a 
pharmacy director for another hospital. They 
enjoy car racing and writing music, and they 
live in Olathe, Kan.

Sarah Morris Cox ’96 was recently promoted 
to the rank of sergeant at the Salina Police 
Department in Salina, Kan. She is the 
first female sergeant since 1979, and the 
second female to serve as part of the police 
administration. She has been a police officer for 
15 years and is happily married to her husband, 
Bill, who is also a police officer. E-mail: 
crimsonnbluejayhawk@yahoo.com

Erica Prather ’03 just finished a season as a 
naturalist guide in Juneau, Alaska. She is now 
working in South Korea as a science teacher 
for elementary-aged English learners. E-mail: 
ericaprather@gmail.com

(Continued from page 1)


