
As spring starts to bring the sunshine, growth, and the beautifulness 
of life, it is also starting to inch closer to the end of the school 

year. Over the last few summers, the House Corporation Board (HCB) 
has worked to improve the Phi Chapter house through a long list of 
renovations. This summer brings the last of the major renovations that 
need to be completed. There will always be minor improvements that 
will need to be addressed, but the major projects will be completed this 
summer.

The plan for this summer is to first address the north wall of our chapter 
house. Over the years, there has been normal wear and tear that we have 
temporarily fixed, but the time has come to permanently fix this issue. 
In addition to the north wall, which is a structural renovation and not a 
grand aesthetic improvement, we also plan to renovate the chapter room, 
laundry/craft room, and make updates to the décor and painting in main-
floor areas. Our goal is to complete the majority of these projects so both 
collegians and alumnae can enjoy the completed Phi Chapter house.

As president of the HCB, both I and the rest of the board are extremely 
appreciative for all of the donations of time and money given to help 
improve the Phi Chapter house. The changes that have and will be made 
have been wanted and needed for many years, and wouldn’t have been 
possible without both the collegiate and alumnae donations. It is our 
hope that many of the collegians and alumnae will be able to enjoy these 
changes over the coming years. If you have not donated, it is never too late. 
If funds are tight and donating money is not an option, but you would like 
to donate your time, our HCB is always looking for new members. It does 
not make a difference if you recently graduated or, like me, you graduated 
a few decades ago; we would love to have new members to bring a fresh 
perspective to our board.  

Loyally,
Stephanie Spratt Schmidt ’93
House Corporation President
sportsgirl292004@yahoo.com
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Politics has been a passion for Kristey Slyter 
Williams ’91 for many years, and she 

credits her successful career to the 
high-quality education she gained at 
the University of Kansas. However, it 
wasn’t just the university that inspired 
Kristey to excel academically, but 
also Alpha Chi Omega. “At the time, 
Alpha Chi Omega was No. 2 on the 
hill for academics. I wanted a chapter 
that placed its academic success as 
a high priority,” Kristey says. “Phi 
Chapter not only challenged me to secure top-
notch grades, but allowed me the opportunity to 
connect with young women who shared similar 
values and hopes. The friendships, though time 
has distanced, are still special memories.”

As an undergraduate, Alpha Chi Omega 
provided Kristey with valuable life lessons 
that played a pivotal role in her pursuit of a 
professional career in politics. Kristey says, 
“Growing networks and friendships are always 
important when preparing for life. Any group, 
sorority or otherwise, allows the practice of 
team building, coordinating responsibilities, and 
caring for the needs of others. Learning to really 
appreciate and respect others, while expanding 
your viewpoint of the world, is an important 
part of growing up. I’ve learned it’s easy to 

judge when you can’t appreciate someone else’s 
perspective. Appreciation for others only comes 

with hearts, eyes, and minds wide 
open. The world is a better place 
when we seek to understand others 
and what they believe and why.”

More than 25 years later, Kristey 
maintains ties with KU and her Alpha 
Chi Omega sisters, primarily through 
social media. Although Kristey leads 
a busy lifestyle, she realizes the 

importance of remembering her Phi Chapter 
roots and staying connected to the sorority for 
life. “It’s a good idea to maintain relationships 
with those who ‘knew you when.’ In the expanse 
of your life, those who knew you ‘when you 
were young’ will always hold a special place for 
you,” she says. 

Kristey serves in the Kansas Legislature and 
is a state representative for the 77th District. 
She is now serving her third year, second term. 
Within this role, Kristey is chairman of the 
Local Government Committee and is chairman 
of the Republican House Campaign Committee. 
Her previous work experience includes serving 
as mayor of Augusta for 7.5 years and as a 
public school science teacher for five years. 
When asked what advice she would give to 

those who are early in their careers, Kristey 
says, “Resist judging others, learn as much as 
you can, exercise your mind and body, and 
embrace the moment. When dealing with others, 
look beyond the person—look for the good, the 
potential, and ways to show kindness.”

When she is not hard at work, Kristey loves to 
travel, talk politics, read, run, be outdoors, and 
attend her children’s events, including sports, 
debate, church, and music. Kristey and her 
husband, Joe, have four children, Sydney (18), 
Sadie (16), Holt (13), and Halle (11), and live 
in Augusta, Kansas. “If you’re in Topeka during 
the legislative session, please stop by the Capitol 
and introduce yourselves. My office is 165 W. 
if you’re interested in politics—Kansas offers 
some of the finest, and certainly controversial 
and interesting!” You can send Kristey an 
e-mail at kristey.williams@house.ks.gov.

Kristey Slyter Williams ’91 Builds Successful 
Career in Politics, Remembers ACW Roots

“Appreciation for others only 
comes with hearts, eyes, and 
minds wide open. The world 

is a better place when we seek 
to understand others and what 

they believe and why.”

1885 Club 
($500 to $999)
Judith Sabbert ’71	
Stephanie Supple Jones ’94

Scarlet & Olive Club 
($100 to $499) 
Margaret Wille Walker ’55	
Jane Kliewer Munsell ’61	
Jeanne Hathaway ’64	
Linda Huff Matocha ’72	
Nancy Eckert Selleck ’76

Debra Schwerdtfeger Kelsh ’84	
Jennifer Tiller Burgoyne-Dechant ’87 

Faith, Hope & Love Club 
(Up to $99)
Carol Krehbiel Kreischer ’49	
Carole Fisher Burner ’54
Joann Swanson Franklin-Knox ’54	
Barbara Clarke Nash ’64	
Kristin Baker Larpenter ’87	
Megan Meyers ’00	
Courtney Rich Saye ’00

Thank You, Alumnae, 
for Your Generous Support

Last fall, 16 alumnae showed their support for the chapter by contributing $2,444 to the 
annual fund. The accomplishments and success enjoyed by Phi Chapter could not happen 

without the loyal support from our chapter’s alumnae.

Gift levels reflect giving by appeal. If an error has been made in recording the amount of your 
gift, we sincerely apologize. If corrections to your giving record are needed, please send them 
to kschweer@penningtonco.com. Thank you, again, for your loyal support.

Give 
Now!

CHECK OUT 
ONLINE GIVING!
Want an easier way to give? Visit 
http://axophi.kintera.org/donate 

to make your gift for our 
annual campaign online today! 
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Hello, everyone! I am excited to update you 
on the happenings of Phi Chapter. It has 

been a semester full of advancement and change.
 
CHAPTER HOSTS FUN-FILLED
SISTERHOOD ACTIVITIES
We continue to focus on our sisterhood through 
a variety of sisterhood events. To begin the 
semester, we welcomed five new members. 
They are lovely women who we expect to 
contribute greatly to our sisterhood. We held a 
“Galentine’s” celebration on February 13 with 
pizza and sweets, where the new members had 
the opportunity to introduce themselves to the 
other women and mingle with their soon-to-be 
sisters. One afternoon, everyone was invited to 
the chapter house where we provided snacks 
and crafting materials for “Crafternoon,” so 
our women could enjoy each other’s company 
and paint canvases in celebration of McDowell 
month. We also went ice skating in Kansas City 
and held a sisterhood event at a trampoline park 
in Overland Park, where our women had lots of 
fun being silly and showcasing their athleticism. 
We encourage you to follow us on social media, 
especially our Instagram account (@axo_ku), to 
keep up with all the fun we are having! 

SISTERS LOOK FORWARD TO
UPCOMING EVENTS
On February 11, we hosted a “Holidate” 
themed date party, where our women and their 
dates dressed up as a holiday of their choice. 
The event was held at the Double Tree Hotel 
in Lawrence and included music, dancing, and 
a delicious waffle bar. We also held another 
date party at the end of the semester, which 
was our formal. Along with formal, women 
enjoyed a few sisterhood events such as a 
Royals game and a private movie showing at 
a local theater, as well as Mom’s Day, Derby 
Days, and Senior Week.

UNDERGRADUATES RAISE MORE
THAN $5,000 THROUGH MR. ALPHA CHI 
Our spring philanthropic event was Mr. Alpha 
Chi, a male pageant showcasing 11 men from 
the university. After an outfit of choice, talent, 
and question round, Sigma Alpha Epsilon’s 
representative was crowned Mr. Alpha Chi, 
with men from Phi Mu Alpha and Delta Tau 
Delta coming in second and third. The event 
was held on March 14 in Woodruff Auditorium. 
We raised over $5,000 benefitting the Willow 
Domestic Violence Center. Earlier in the year, 
we participated in Alpha Chi Omega’s national 
Healthy Relationships Week by tabling in the 
Union to promote domestic violence awareness 
and help educate our community further. Many 
of our women take pride in our philanthropy, 
and it is incredible to see the work they are 
willing to put in to support such a worthy 
cause.

SISTER ELECTED AS 
STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT
Much like last semester, the women of Phi 
Chapter are extremely involved on campus. 
Junior Mady Womack ’14 was elected as 
the new Student Body president. We are so 
proud of Mady and look forward to all she 
will do for the University in the coming year. 
We have four women serving as orientation 
assistants and countless women participating 
in and leading other organizations such as 
Student Alumni Leadership Board, Alternative 
Breaks, The Agency (an on-campus advertising 
agency), KUJH (student-run television station), 
and many more. Even with sisterhood and 
social events, philanthropic activities, and 
campus involvement, we encourage and reward 
academic success. This semester, we completely 
revamped our academic contract to help each of 
our members perform their best in the classroom. 
The executive board is dedicated to helping our 

women seek the heights and becoming the strong 
women Alpha Chi Omega so proudly boasts. 
Throughout the semester, our women have 
attended events such as Leadership Academy 
and recruitment training put on by Headquarters 
to further our leadership abilities. The executive 
board, as well as non-executive and committee 
members, has been working closely with a 
national consultant to prepare for this year’s 
formal recruitment and continue our chapter’s 
advancement.

THANK YOU, ALUMNAE
Thank you for your continued support of our 
organization. It is because of what you do that 
we are able to ensure Alpha Chi Omega has a 
strong presence and legacy at the University 
of Kansas. After looking at old Alpha Chi 
scrapbooks and hearing stories of past classes, 
our women would love to feel more of an 
alumnae presence. If any alumnae are ever in 
Lawrence, please feel free to stop by. We would 
be happy to give you a tour of the chapter house, 
discuss the state of the sorority, or host you for 
lunch or dinner. Johanna Maska ’00 is a fellow 
at the Dole Institute of Politics, and our women 
have enjoyed the chance to attend her events 
and see the kind of woman Phi Chapter can help 
someone become. 
 
We are looking forward to finishing this 
semester strong, enjoying our summer break, 
and coming back for another great recruitment. 
Rock Chalk!

LITB,
Anna Perrone ’15
2016-17 Chapter President 
axophi.chapterpresident@
gmail.com
(209) 505-5110

Phi Chapter Excels This Spring
Sisters Set the Bar in Campus Leadership and Philanthropy

Left: Sisters have a blast at the ACW Galentine’s Day celebration. Middle:Vice President of Philanthropy Sophie Jones ’15, 
our Mr. Alpha Chi winner, and Chapter President Anna Perrone ’15. Mr. Alpha Chi raised over $5,000 for the

 Willow Domestic Violence Center. Right: Freshman members attend a KU basketball game.
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Greetings, Phi sisters! Believe it or not, 
formal recruitment season is here! In 2016-

17, the chapter excelled in philanthropy and 
campus leadership, and Phi Chapter is primed 
for an amazing start to the 2017-18 year!  

KU’s recruitment has grown significantly over 
the past five years and, as a result, many of 
our processes and procedures for managing 
recommendations have changed. Here is a brief 
overview of how the recommendation process 
works and how you can help the chapter this 
recruitment season.

RECOMMENDATIONS
1.		Recommendations are NECESSARY for 

membership. With more than 1,000 potential 
new members (PNMs) registering for 
recruitment at KU, the chapter has to find 
a way to focus on the PNMs who are the 
best fit for the chapter. Recruitment leaders 
and advisors read every recommendation 
submitted.  The information you provide is 
crucial.  The more detail and information 
you give us, the better.  Recommendation 
forms are now submitted online through 
Alpha Chi Omega’s website, but we also 
welcome additional communication about 
PNMs via e-mail to Collegiate Recruitment 
Information Board Advisor Anna Clovis 
Ritchie ’01 at  annaclovisritchie@gmail.
com or VP-CRIC Rebecca Hans ’14 at 
axophicric@gmail.com.

2.		What should you put in a 
recommendation?  Tell us the things that 
are hard to evaluate during recruitment: 
character, financial responsibility, and insight 

into her personality that might not come 
across in a 25-minute round of recruitment.  

3.		RECOMMENDATIONS ARE DUE JULY 
1, 2017.  In past years, we’ve allowed 
recommendations up to the first day of 
recruitment. We now have too many PNMs to 
properly manage receipt of recommendations 
that late in the process. Please try to provide 
your information by mid-summer so we can 
make sure your recommendation gets the 
attention it deserves!

4.		Do not worry about securing multiple 
recommendations. One good, complete 
recommendation is better than three 
incomplete recommendations.

LEGACIES
Phi Chapter follows Alpha Chi Omega’s 
national legacy policy. Legacies are women 
whose mothers, sisters, or grandmothers 
(including step-relationships) are Alpha Chi 
Omegas.  All legacies identified and known by 
the chapter are invited back to the chapter for 
Philanthropy Day following Open House round 
(the first day of recruitment). That is the only 
guaranteed invitation legacies will receive. If 
a legacy is present at Alpha Chi Omega during 
Preference round (the last day of recruitment), 
she will be on the chapter’s final bid list.  The 
chapter truly loves meeting and recruiting 
legacies.  Women understand and respect the 
legacy relationship. However, with the increase 
in recruitment size and Phi Chapter’s age and 
large number of alumnae, a significant number 
of legacies participate in recruitment each 
year, almost enough to fill a separate new 
member class alone. The chapter simply cannot 

extend membership to them all.  The decisions 
are extremely difficult.

So, what helps a legacy become a member 
of Phi?  First, we have to know a woman is a 
legacy.  If you know a legacy going through 
recruitment at KU, please tell her to self-identify 
as a legacy on her recruitment registration 
form. Then, please reach out to our recruitment 
team to tell them a legacy is on the way. Our 
preference is to know about legacies in the spring 
before they go through recruitment.  Please do 
not leave it to the recruitment registration form 
or a recommendation to notify us about a 
legacy. Second, legacies who show and express 
enthusiasm for Alpha Chi Omega do better in 
recruitment than those who do not. Often I hear 
feedback on legacies from members along the 
lines of, “She was very nice, but I had a lot of 
trouble figuring out whether she really enjoyed 
being at Alpha Chi.” Encourage your legacy to 
take the mystery out of the equation.  

OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP
Please save the date for our annual recruitment 
Open House, scheduled for the afternoon of 
August 12, 2017. More details can be found on 
our alumnae Facebook page. You won’t want to 
miss it! We are looking forward to hearing from 
and seeing you this summer as we prepare for 
another fantastic formal recruitment!

Loyally,
Anna Clovis Ritchie ’01
Collegiate Recruitment Information Board 
(CRIB) Advisor
annaclovisritchie@gmail.com
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ACW Prepares for Another Strong Recruitment This Fall
Help Us Recruit the Best Women for Our Sisterhood

IN MEMORIAM
Helen Ward Hogan ’47 passed away in Prairie 
Village, Kan., on September 17, 2016. She 
was a member of P.E.O., AGO, and Milburn 
Country Club; a volunteer on many church 
committees; and a lover of travel, music, KU 
sports, and Chiefs football. Helen is survived 
by her daughters, Nancy Hogan Koons, who is 
a KU Kappa Kappa Gamma alumna, and Sallie 
Hogan Wandling, who is a KU Delta Gamma 
alumna.

Joan Happy James ’47 passed away as a 
resident of Raymore, Mo. 

Lila Hyten Stites ’47 passed away on 
September 22, 2016, in Manhattan, Kan. She 
is survived by her husband of 66 years, John, 
two sons, and three grandchildren. Lila was very 

active in many community and church affairs in 
Manhattan. She will be missed dearly by family, 
friends, and Phi sisters.

Lora Dunmire Rhudy ’49 passed away on May 
27, 2015, as a resident of Raleigh, N.C.

Sara Meador “Ellen” Tracy ’55 passed away 
on October 2, 2015, as a resident of Lawrence, 
Kan. After graduating from college, she attended 
Wichita State University, where she received 
her bachelor’s degree in English, and Washburn 
University, where she received her Juris Doctor 
with honors. She was a member of the P.E.O., 
Kansas University Women, and the KU Alumni 
Association. She also served as senior warden 
of Trinity Episcopal Church in Lawrence. Ellen 
was an attorney who retired from Martin, Pringle 
et al. in Wichita.

Sibyl Riekenberg Kerr ’59 passed away on 
August 14, 2016, as a resident of Washington, 
Mo. After graduating from KU, Sibyl worked 
many years in the Columbia and Boonville 
school districts. After moving to St. Louis, 
she enjoyed working in the St. Louis County 
Library. She was a faithful volunteer at St. 
Peter’s Food Pantry, the Washington Public 
Library, and was an active member of Chapter 
CD, P.E.O.

Suzanne McComas Williams ’68 passed away 
on February 22, 2015, at the age of 65 after 
a long illness. After graduating from KU, 
Suzie pursued a master’s degree in special 
education at Kansas State University. She 
taught school at USD 501 for 26 years before 
retiring in 2012. Suzie was a faithful member 
of Grace Cathedral (Episcopal), where she was 

ALUMNAE UPDATE
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a member of the Daughters of the King and 
served on the altar guild.

ALUMNAE NEWS
Margaret Fesler Ewing ’43 is still going 
strong at 92 years of age and continues to live 
in her home in Kansas City, Mo. “Most of my 
contemporaries have ‘left the train,’” she says. 
“My younger friends and I go to lunch once 
a month. We enjoy our memories of college 
days and the lifelong friends we met. I now am 
a great-grandmother to Walter and Ivy Ewing. 
God has truly blessed me.”

Audrey Harris Chew ’44 is 90 years young and 
sill swims laps in Lebanon, Ohio. She belongs 
to the P.E.O. sisterhood and the Red Hatters 
Society. In addition, Audrey played in a golf 
league until this year. She has six grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren.

Martha Gragg Chase ’48 says, “At the age 
of 88, I feel lucky to be in fairly good health.” 
Martha is still active in several bridge clubs and 
other organizations in Joplin, Mo. She always 
enjoys receiving news from KU and ACW. 
E-mail: bugira@cableone.net

Mary Keller Steinle ’48 was initiated in 1948 
and is now 87 years old. Mary and her husband, 
Jack, live in Springfield, Mo.

Winona Klotz Townsend ’48 was only in the 
chapter as a junior and senior at KU, having 
come from Coffeyville Junior College in the 
fall of 1947. “Many of us lived later in Johnson 
County and eight of us formed a bridge club in 
1955. Four of us still get together once a month 
for lunch—myself, Carolyn Keith Stevenson 
’46, Betty Link Marshall ’46, and Margaret 
Fesler Ewing ’43. We are very close to each 
other; it is wonderful,” Winona says.

Carol Krehbiel Kreischer ’49 shares that she 
would like to hear from sisters who were at 
KU from 1947-55. Carol lives in Ann Arbor, 
Mich., and has a daughter, Kathleen. E-mail: 
ckreischer@henchey.net

Jane Hanna Reeble ’50 says she still drives to 
Green Valley, Ariz., in mid-January and returns 
home to Emporia, Kan., by mid-April. “While 
I am there, I always enjoy my ACW alumnae 
sisters,” Jane says.

Judy Chambers Strick ’58 shares, “Happy 
2017 to you all! I am living in two states, San 
Francisco, Calif., and Goodyear, Ariz.” Judy is 
always looking for cabin mates to share a suite 
with. Her husband passed away on February 22, 
2016. “If you fly Southwest Airlines and have 
a Phoenix crew, my son, Dan, flies D position 

(back). Introduce yourself—check in!” E-mail: 
moongazer@cox.net

Carolyn Fox Schaefer ’59 and her husband, 
Dale, have enjoyed living in a retirement 
community in St. Louis, Mo., for the past five 
years and find themselves “busier than ever!” 
They have four granddaughters, all of whom 
are teenagers this year. E-mail: dg_schaefer@
charter.net

Sherryl Duckworth Thorne ’60 reports that 
her older son, Stan, is a KU graduate, has his 
own business, Joshua Communications, serves 
as president of KC Porsche Club, and has two 
daughters. Sherryl’s younger son, Chad, is also 
a KU graduate and is senior vice president of 
sales and marketing of Greenpoint Tech. Sherryl 
stays very active in the Church of Resurrection 
traditional choir, helps with the blood bank, and 
attends several bible studies in Kansas City, Mo. 
E-mail: sthorne2@kc.rr.com

Karen Vice Irey ’61 is moving back to Kansas 
after living in Oklahoma for more than 40 years. 
“Big job! But looking forward to life in Kansas 
again and hope to see many of my Alpha Chi 
sisters,” she says. E-mail: kirey@telepath.com

Susan Olson ’61 reports that she moved to 
Dallas, Texas, in June 2016 and is finally fully 
retired. “It is good to be back in Texas and to 
reconnect with Melanie Poor Cottam ’60!” 
Susan says. E-mail: ssusanolson@yahoo.com

Bette Brown Tacchella ’62 has published two 
books, Mother Has Alzheimer’s and Speak to 
Me, Lord, I’m Listening, and is working on a 
third one. Both books are available on amazon.
com. Betsy and her husband, Bill, live in 
Sturgis, Mich. E-mail: tacchella@hotmail.com

Jeanne “Bourge” Hathaway ’64 says she is 
happily retired and plays tennis, travels to unravel 
a few genealogical mysteries, and generally keeps 
up with the next generation. Bourge and her 
spouse, Julia Fitz-Randolph, live in New Harbor, 
Maine. E-mail: jbourgehathaway@mac.com

Joyce Grist Evans ’65 retired from the U.S. 
Government accountability office on January 
9, 2016, after 14 years there. Joyce moved 
back to Lawrence, Kan., in May 2016 with 
her husband, George. He also retired from 
the federal government on October 31, 2016. 
“We are back home after 30 years of living in 
Virginia, first in the Tidewater area and then in 
the Washington, D.C., area, when we lived in 
Fairfax County and commuted into D.C.,” Joyce 
says. E-mail: joycee.jayhawk@gmail.com

Lucretia Pruett Fowler ’66 remarried on 
August 21, 2016, in Braselton, Ga., after her 

husband passed away on July 6, 2015. E-mail: 
pruettjhawk@bellsouth.net

Beth Donhowe Callaghan ’68 has lived in 
San Antonio, Texas, since 1988, when her 
husband, John, was transferred there for his last 
assignment in the Army. Beth owned a small 
sewing workroom, doing custom sewing for 
decorators. “Once in a while, I still get talked into 
a job or two, but for now I’m teaching the craft to 
two or three young women,” she says. “It was a 
joy to see my pledge mother, Sandee Smith ’68, 
last year here in San Antonio and in Santa Fe!” 
E-mail: homeideassewing@gmail.com

Nancy Holmes ’69 retired from pediatrics after 
34 years in general practice, most of it solo. 
“Missing ‘my’ kids and ‘my families,’ but 
not the business side,” she says. “I am taking 
college-level courses in things I couldn’t, like 
art/Greek history and photography.” Nancy’s 
only grandchild, William, lives in Lawrence, 
Kan., and is 19 years old. “He’s a hoot as I 
try to get there every four to six weeks,” she 
said. “My other child, Carl, has moved back to 
Lawrence and is an optometrist in Leavenworth, 
Bonner Springs, and Kansas City, Kan. My 
daughter, Melanie, drives into Kansas City, 
where she is a pediatric nurse practitioner.” 
E-mail: neholmesmd@sbcglobal.net

Kathy Collins Reilly ’69 jokes, “I guess I 
can’t decide what I want to be when I grow 
up! I started out as a high school teacher. Then 
I became an attorney practicing education law 
for 23 years. I eventually retired in 2006 due 
to poor health. Then, out of boredom (in part), 
I obtained my private investigator’s license, 
started my own business, Kathy Collins, J.D., 
School Investigations, in 2015 and I’m loving 
it! I work as much as I want to and enjoy (semi) 
retirement when I’m not snooping around, 
pretending I’m Paul(a) Drake!” Kathy lives in 
Des Moines, Iowa. E-mail: skoollaw@dwx.com

Sheila Harding Lugenbuehl ’70 is enjoying 
one of the best positions of her career as a global 
service delivery executive for Unisys. “The 
challenges of the job coupled with international 
travel have made it perfect,” Sheila says. “My 
grandchildren are the highlight of my life: 
Logan (11), Aiden (10), Brady (9), Ryan (8), 
Nathan (6), and Madeline (2).” Sheila and her 
husband, Michael, live in Reseda, Calif. E-mail: 
sheila.lugenbuehl@sbcglobal.net

Jane Mallonee Miller ’72 says, “Greetings, 
Phi! I am still nearby in Leawood, recently 
retired from 40 years in Shawnee Mission as of 
June 16, 2016, as an elementary art teacher. My 
new, very busy life revolves around family and 
supporting public school education via KNEA, 
NEA-SM, and NEA.” Jane hopes to finish setting 

(Continued on page 6)
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up her studio in her new home with her husband, 
Russ. Her focus will be artwork in mixed media, 
reflecting her wonderful trip to Cuba a year ago 
with the National Art Education Association. “I 
would love to hear from you!” she says. E-mail: 
rlm9215@yahoo.com

Deborah Rider Schroeder ’76 is happy to 
announce that her oldest son, Sam, married 
Shannon Collins Schroeder ’09. They live 
in Houston, Texas. Deborah says, “We are 
excited to welcome Shannon into our family. 
Sam and Shannon were married in our yard 
in Lawrence on October 15, 2016.” E-mail: 
debbieschro@cableone.net

Shelby Gigous Uhernik ’00 and her husband, 
Bruce, welcomed a daughter, Lily Ann, to their 
family on September 18, 2016, and she joins 
brother Max. “Mom and baby are doing great!” 
she says. Shelby and Bruce live in Denver, 
Colo. E-mail: suhernik@gmail.com

Kathryn Crandall Pickering ’03 is happy to 
announce that she and her husband, Chauncey, 
welcomed twins, Crandall Ann and Carter 
Jordan, on October 10, 2016, in Dallas, Texas. 
E-mail: katecran@gmail.com

Kathryn Hill Leiding ’04 shares, “My husband 
left the Army after eight wonderful years, and 
we moved to Wichita, Kan., with our baby boy, 
Lincoln.” Katie is a development consultant 
at Make-a-Wish Kansas, which means she 
helps raise funds to grant wishes for Kansas 
children facing life-threatening illnesses. She 
says, “Our wish kids bring me a lot of joy with 
their unbeatable spirits. I regularly see a few 
of my ACW sisters, but I wish I saw more of 
them! Come visit Wichita!”

Sarah Hutchings Lueger ’08 and her husband, 
Aaron, welcomed their baby boy, Griffin 
James Lueger, into the world on October 24, 
2016. Sarah and Aaron live in Holton, Kan. 
E-mail: sarahmlueger@gmail.com

Chelsey Burton ’10 lives in Lawrence, Kan. 
She works for Body Boutique as a group 
fitness manager and teaches two group fitness 
classes, Les Mills Body Jam and BodyVive. 
E-mail: burton.chels@gmail.com

Sara McKenrick ’12 is excited to attend 
Arcadia University’s Physician Assistant 
Program in May. Sara lives in Birdsboro, Pa. 
E-mail: smck3n@gmail.com

ALUMNAE UPDATE
(Continued from page 5)

Welcome, 
Spring 2017 

New Members
Allie Carroll  |  Olathe, Kan.
Sami Cohen  |  Chicago, Ill.

Kathy Lantz  |  St. Louis, Mo.
Kaya Nies  |  Columbia, Mo.

Danielle Shefler  |  Chicago, Ill.

PHI CHAPTER 
FAST FACTS

•	 Phi Chapter raised over $5,000 for the 
Willow Domestic Violence Center during 
their Mr. Alpha Chi philanthrophic event.

•	 Mady Womack ’14 was elected student 
body president.

•	 Katharine Doerksen ’15, Meredith 
Emshoff ’14, Natalie Gibson ’16, and 
Adrien Valmont ’14 are four of the 24 
students serving as Orientation Assistants 
for the university this summer.

•	 Brittany Biel ’15 is serving as the 
Panhellenic president.

•	 Hannah Couture ’16 and Brooke Lapke 
’16 were two of the three new members who 
won Outstanding New Member at KU’s 
Fraternity and Sorority Life Awards Night.

SEE PAGE 4 TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN HELP WITH RECRUITMENT!


