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House Transformation in Final Stage 
Major Renovation to Be Completed This Summer

Sisters,

Today, I am enjoying a beautiful day in 
Lawrence, Kansas; it is warm and sunny with a 
slight breeze and I can see all the new life that is 
beginning to bloom. Spring has finally arrived. 

I feel similarly about Phi Chapter. Having 
witnessed renovations and new recruitment 
classes as House Corporation Board president 
over the years, I believe our chapter is growing 
stronger each year. This semester was one of 
our best recruitment seasons ever as Phi has 
committed to recruiting throughout the year. 

AXΩ and Alpha Delta Pi participated in the 
69th annual Rock Chalk Revue in March. I am 
proud to share that these incredible women won 
a total of six awards, including the Audience’s 
Choice Award for Best Show! Serenading for 
the 2019 Rock Chalk Revue took place in early 
May, so keep your fingers crossed that our 
women continue this spring’s success at next 
year’s show.

This summer, we will finish the major renovating 
and redecorating of our beautiful Phi house. 
The HCB has teamed up with local interior 
design company M Street Interiors to revamp 

our formal, informal, and entry areas and make 
minor improvements in the fifth floor lounge 
and landing spaces. Though this process has 
been lengthy, the final stage is a bit more 
fun than those prior. Active members were 
encouraged to provide us with their ideas for 
these spaces so that they have some say in the 
decorating process. We are eager to embellish 
the house with timeless furniture pieces, but 
want to make sure the women of Phi Chapter 
feel comfortable in their home away from home. 

Per the active chapter’s request and the work 
of Amy Pettit Gnau ’98, we will put historic 
photos and memorabilia of Phi Chapter on 
display throughout the house. With the help 
of the HCB, my plan is to send out e-blasts or 
updates on social networks to keep alumnae 
informed about the chapter house progress and 
events over the next year.

As always, alumnae, if you would like to be part 
of the HCB, please reach out to any of our board 
members. Here’s to a fabulous summer!

Loyally,
Stephanie Spratt Schmidt ’93
President, House Corporation Board
sportsgirl292004@yahoo.com

We participated in KU’s Work Week last fall. Our Rock Chalk Revue directors and leaders 
helped us earn six awards at our first 

performance in over 15 years!
 

We Appreciate 
Your 

Contributions
L ast fall, 14 alumnae showed 

their support for the chapter by 
contributing $1,335 to the annual fund. The 
accomplishments and success enjoyed by the 
Phi Chapter could not happen without the 
loyal support from the chapter’s alumnae.

Gift levels reflect giving by appeal. If an error 
has been made in recording the amount of your 
gift, we sincerely apologize. If corrections to 
your giving record are needed, please send 
them to mlisher@penningtonco.com. Thank 
you, again, for your loyal support.

Scarlet & Olive Club 
($100 to $499) 
Jane Hanna Reeble ’50
Nancy Bell Johnson ’66
Judith Sabbert ’71
Debra George Ramirez ’76
Deborah Rider Schroeder ’76
Debra Schwerdtfeger Kelsh ’84
Leigh Turner Leas ’84

Faith, Hope & Love Club 
(Up to $99)
Carol Krehbiel Kreischer ’49
Mary Anne Wolf McClure ’49
Patricia O’Neil Hattaway ’55
Teryl Obiala Hughes ’68
Kaye Salminen Thompson ’69
Debra Skie Scrivner ’70
Margaret Malley Collins ’75

Want an 
easier way to give? 
Visit kuaxo.com to 

make your gift 
for our annual 

campaign online 
today! 
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Better Leaders, Stronger Advocates
Heather Bradley-Geary ’92 on Shaping Her Passions through AXΩ

“I f you can live with 80 women, you 
can do anything,” quipped Heather 

Bradley-Geary ’92 in reference to her active 
years in Alpha Chi Omega. After joining the 
Gamma Xi Chapter at Western Michigan 
University in the fall of 1992, Heather went 
through formal recruitment in an effort to meet 
other students. “I joined AXΩ because I loved 
the realness of the members in the house,” she 
shared. During her junior year, she transferred 
to the University of Kansas, where she was 
welcomed by the women in Phi Chapter.

The transition to KU could have been overwhelming and terrifying, but 
Heather felt fortunate to be assigned to a room in the chapter house with 
three other sisters. “They all welcomed me, but one sister in particular, 
Andrea Pharr Parker ’93, truly embraced me and eventually became 
one of my best friends.” The two women decided to hang out and become 
acquainted that night, sparking the beginning of a bond that is maintained 
to this day.

Heather graduated with a bachelor’s in music education and music therapy 
in 1997, returning to KU for graduate school years later to earn a master’s 
in social welfare. Today, she is a social worker with the Vecino Group, 
which develops supportive housing for the homeless by partnering with 
non-profits and local, state, and federal governments. “AXΩ helped me 

become a better leader and stronger advocate,” 
Heather shared. Having always possessed a 
passion for social work and activism, she credits 
AXΩ with preparing her to pursue endeavors in 
those fields. 

In addition to her professional career, Heather 
is engaged in the Lawrence and Kansas City 
communities, teaching social policy as an 
adjunct professor at KU, working with the 
Youth Council to End Homelessness in Kansas 
City, and volunteering as a youth pastor for 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church.  She and her husband, Brian, have been 
married for 20 years. Brian is an Olathe School Board member and vice 
president at the Bank of Blue Valley. The couple have two adopted 
children, Bre and Micah, both of whom share their parents’ passion for 
leadership. Bre, a sophomore, was recently accepted into Raven Flight 
Corps, a leadership group at Olathe Northwest High School. Micah is a 
seventh grader at Prairie Trail Middle School and “a social worker in the 
making,” Heather noted. “He will change the world with his passion.”

AXΩ remains a part of Heather’s life today. “My hope for Phi, and the 
sorority as a whole, is that it will continue to help others and embrace all 
women.” Her advice to undergraduates and fellow alumnae? “Find your 
passion and live it. Make your voice heard.” 

CHAPTER ETERNAL
Jerre Lyons Asel ’46 entered Chapter Eternal on October 8, 2017. She 
was very proud of her AXΩ membership.

ALUMNAE NEWS
Margaret Ewing ’43 attended the 75th reunion on Founder’s Day last 
October in Kansas City, Mo. She meets for lunch every fourth Thursday 
of the month with Winona Klotz Townsend ’48, Patricia Link Marshall 
’46, and Carolyn Keith Stevenson ’46. Margaret is an avid KU basketball 
and football fan.

Barbara Johnson Bishop ’44 has lived in Longview, Wash., for years. 
She enjoys following KU basketball and keeping up with what happens 
at the University.

Mary Anne McClure ’49 appreciates the newsletter and learning what 
Alpha Chis are doing these days. “Seventy-two pledges! My 1949 pledge 
class was only about 16 women. Back then, the chapter house stood where 
the Adams Institute stands now and was a short walk to classes and Union 
Boulevard,” she shares. E-mail: mamc3514@sunflower.com

Peggy Circle Edman ’50 enjoys playing bridge. She hopes all her Phi 
sisters are doing great.

Carole Toliver ’55 earned her master’s degree from Case Western 
in Cleveland, Ohio, in the late 1960s. She has lived all over the U.S., 
including Washington, D.C., Detroit, Mich., Granger, Ind., and Lexington, 
Ky. She and her husband, Jack, retired to Sun River, St. George in Utah 
in 2009. Jack still practices intellectual property law and international 
corporate law while Carole enjoys her many pastimes.

Colinda Stailey ’59 and her brother, Randy Austin, donated the pavilion 
at Audio-Reader Sensory Garden in 2015. It has since won awards from 
the School of Architecture, which Colinda and Randy are quite proud of!

Susan Hayman Taylor ’67 and her husband, Andy, were married in 
the KU chapel eight years ago. Susan had previously been divorced for 
39 years and says her marriage to Andy is a storybook kind of romance. 
“We have five children between us, ages 19-47, and two grandchildren, 
Adriana and Camden.” says Susan. “Our 19-year-old is a sophomore at 
KU this year. We are so lucky!” E-mail: susanhtaylor@optonline.net

Kristan Mantooth Thomason ’70 is active in the Delta Sigma Delta 
alumnae chapter of AXΩ in St. Petersburg, Fla.

Deborah Ramirez Koch ’76 retired from teaching after 32 years in the 
Olathe school district. She now works part-time at Cornerstone Bank in 
Overland Park and enjoys golfing, traveling, and time with her friends 
and family.

Sarah Cox ’96 has been a police officer in Salina, Kan., for the past 15 
years. She was featured in a previous issue of Notes of the Lyre about a 
year ago. E-mail: crimsonbluejayhawk@yahoo.com

Kirsten Devin ’07 started her first year of OB/GYN training in 2017, 
after returning from a year in Brazil on a Fulbright Scholarship to study 
women’s healthcare.

ALUMNAE UPDATE
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Phi’s Return to Rock Chalk Revue Brings Six Awards 
Strongest Chapter Recruitment Ever; 95 Sisters Make Dean’s List

T he women of Phi Chapter of Alpha 
Chi Omega would like to express our 

gratitude for our alumnae base, who provide 
us with exemplary role models as we progress 
toward post-collegiate life. I am fortunate to be 
in a chapter full of thriving women during my 
undergraduate experience. Though change is 
constant, tradition remains strong at Phi Chapter. 
I am excited to share our accomplishments over 
the past few months. 

Rock Chalk Revue Performance 
Earns Phi Six Awards

For the first time in more than 15 years, Phi 
Chapter made it to the Rock Chalk Revue! We 
performed with the women of Alpha Delta Pi at 
this year’s show in March, which highlighted 
significant women throughout KU’s history 
and women’s empowerment. We received six 
awards, including the Audience’s Choice award. 

Phi Moves up Four Academic Ranks, 
95 Sisters Make Dean’s List

We’ve made great academic improvement, 
achieving a chapter GPA of 3.36 last fall, which 
placed us sixth out of the 12 Panhellenic sororities 
at the University of Kansas. This was a 0.06 
increase from our previous semester GPA and 
10th place ranking. Additionally, 95 Phi women 
made the Dean’s List. A small, celebratory 
dessert gathering was held for our sisters who 
earned a 3.7 GPA or higher. “Our chapter has 
made steady scholastic improvement,” said Vice 
President of Intellectual Development Haley 
Wagner ’16. “We hope to continue this success, 
working to better our academics in order to 
become a stronger chapter and stronger women.” 

Best Recruitment Year in 
Chapter History

This year, we placed in the top percentile for 
recruitment of our 2017 new member class 
and achieved our strongest recruitment in Phi 

Chapter history! Vice President of Recruitment 
Allison Obarski ’16 shared, “I am grateful to 
be in a position to guide our chapter as we work 
toward higher standards.”

Sisters Raise $1,200 for The Willow 
Domestic Violence Center

In December, we partnered with Kappa Sigma 
fraternity for the second year in a row to host 
a holiday service event at the Kappa Sigma 
house, where we decorated cards for families 
at the community shelter. Phi sisters also 
supported our local philanthropy, The Willow 
Domestic Violence Center, raising a total of 
$1,200 for the organization over the past year, 
including contributions from The Purple Purse 
and Allstate Insurance. We held our spring 
fundraiser, Loaded Fries with Alpha Chis, at our 
chapter house on April 11. We are now in the 
early stages of planning a community service 
event with our sister chapter, Gamma Phi Beta.

Active and Involved on Campus
Our members remain very involved on campus. 
Allison Kmeicik ’16 serves as director of public 
relations for the Panhellenic executive board 
and Adrien Valmont ’15 serves as director 
of health and safety. Alexandra Carroll ’17 
and I were among the 15 students chosen as 
university global scholars, while Kaya Nies ’17 
was one of 20 selected to be a university scholar. 
Brianna Mears ’16 and Lauren Lanz ’15 
are on the Student Alumni Leadership board, 
sophomore Natalie Gibson ’16 is vice president 
of public relations for the Journalism School 
Ambassadors, and junior Jaidan Royal ’16 is 
the vice president of Filmworks, a KU film and 
production organization.

New Parent’s Club President
Phi Chapter is pleased to welcome new Parent’s 
Club president Valerie Miller, mother of 2017 
initiate Julia Miller. Thank you, Valerie, for 
taking on this role and supporting our chapter. 
We also extend gratitude to former Parent’s 
Club president Christine Biel for the many years 
of service she provided.

Phi Chapter’s leadership is strong, and the 
dedication and determination of our executive 
board do not go unnoticed. It has been rewarding 
for our sisters to experience all of our successes 
this year. Thank you, alumnae, for your support 
of our chapter. Please know that the door is 
always open for you to visit. 

Loyally, 
Brooke Lapke ’16
Chapter President 
(563) 543-4270 
axophi.chapterpresident@gmail.com

Phi sisters at our open house round 
during formal recruitment.

Some of our members enjoyed 
spring break in sunny Florida!

The lovely women of AXΩ at our fall photoshoot.

We were lucky to sit front row during one of 
KU’s basketball games this spring.

Find Us Online
www.kuaxo.com

Alpha Chi Omega, Phi Chapter 
University of Kansas

Alpha Chi Omega, Phi Chapter

@PhiChapterAXO

@axo_ku

axoku.tumblr.com
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Active Chapter 
Hosts Annual 

Mom’s Weekend
Members and 

Mothers Brunch at 
Lawrence Country Club

P hi Chapter hosted another lovely weekend 
for moms this spring. Our annual Mom’s 

Weekend brunch was held on Saturday, April 7, 
at the Lawrence Country Club and included a 
silent auction that raised about $1,800. Included 
in the items up for bid was a designer purple 
purse given to us by Headquarters. The purse 
sold for $100 and was matched by AllState 
Insurance, for a total of $200. One percent of the 
funds raised from the purse benefitted the Alpha 
Chi Omega Foundation, while the remainder 
was donated to our local philanthropy, The 
Willow Domestic Violence Awareness Center. 
After the brunch, Kansas City’s Blue Boutique 
visited our chapter house to host a flower crown-
making session. Phi members and their mothers 
enjoyed learning how to make gorgeous crowns 
using a variety of flower species and floral 
arrangements. Eileen’s Cookies visited later that 
afternoon to host a cookie decorating class. The 
women were delighted to have the opportunity 
to bond with their mothers and chapter sisters.

Olivia Bannister ’18
Iola, Kan.

Sari Cohen ’18
St. Louis, Mo.

Emily Ferguson ’18
Highlands Ranch, Colo.

Kayla Giebler ’18
Colby, Kan.

Ashley Gubicza ’18
Chatsworth, Calif.

Adrianna Guerra ’18
Derby, Kan.

Alex Lopez ’18
Liberal, Kan.

Elise Morgan ’18
Omaha, Neb.

McKenna Robinette ’18
Omaha, Neb.

Dani Sapiente ’18
Inverness, Ill.

Kaleigh Thorpe ’18
Parker, Colo.

Allie Will ’18
Olathe, Kan.

Welcome, New Members

Chapter Officers
President 

Brooke Lapke ’16 
(563) 543-4270 

axophi.chapterpresident@
gmail.com 

Vice President of Finance 
Brooke Sorenson ’16

Vice President of Philanthropy 
Madisen Lamp ’16

Vice President of Facility 
Operations 

Bree Schaefer ’16 

Vice President of Public 
Relations and Marketing 

Jordan Kreite ’16 

Vice President of Risk 
Management 

Emily Kaemmer ’16 

Vice President of Recruitment 
Allison Obarski ’16

(480) 540-7471 
kuaxorecruitment@gmail.com 

Vice President Membership 
Development

Irene Frederick ’16

Vice President Chapter 
Relations and Standards 

Lauren Diercks ’16 

Vice President of Intellectual 
Development 

Haley Wagner ’16 

Vice President of Ritual and 
Fraternity Appreciation 
Katie Zimmerman ’16 

Collegiate Recruitment 
Information Chairman

Bella Sicunis ’15 

Panhellenic Delegate
Alyssa Dietz ’16


