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Every time I write this section for the newsletter, 
it amazes me how quickly the days and months 

have passed. We made it through the holidays and 
Kansas winter, which true to form continues to be 
unpredictable. However, today is a beautiful “spring” 
day that makes me long for the summer to come. 

Keeping Phi Beautiful
For Phi Chapter, summer means starting additional 
updates and assessing future projects. Some will 
be a little more glamorous than others, but the 
main purpose of these projects is to maintain a 
safe, welcoming home for our undergraduates. The 
chapter remains a strong presence on the University 
of Kansas campus, and the house corporation wants 
to ensure a safe home for our members. You’ll read 
how they’re thriving this year on page 3.

Connecting Alpha Chis of All Ages
With the summer and fall, we hope to have more 
opportunities for alumnae to enjoy the chapter house 
and campus together. Alumnae will be welcomed 
back again in August for mock recruitment to 
assist the chapter as they prep for recruitment 
week. This is yet another way to meet current 
members and bring the whole chapter, alumnae and 
undergraduates, together.  

Mark your calendars
We have some exciting events this fall and hope 
to see you on Saturday, August 15 for Mock 
Recruitment. The Homecoming football game is on 
October 3 with the Jayhawks battling the Iowa State 
Cyclones. Hopefully this year’s football team will 
bring home a win for Homecoming!

Thank You, Megan Meyers Starbuck ’00
Before I sign off, I feel I must give an enormous 
thank-you to Megan Meyers Starbuck ’00. 
She’s served as Phi chapter advisor and has been 
an amazing woman to work with, helping be the 
bridge between the chapter and house corporation. 
After 12 years, she is stepping down as chapter 
advisor. I wish her the best on her future, 
especially with her husband and son! Alyssa Scott 
’12 and Mackenzie Cremeans, Alpha ’11, will 
step in to fill her shoes.

Welcome aboard, Alyssa and Mackenzie! Let’s keep 
making Phi the best it can be.

Loyally,
Stephanie Spratt Schmidt ’93
President, House Corporation
sportsgirl292004@yahoo.com

Sustaining Our Sisterhood
Phi Plans Summer Projects, Welcomes New Chapter Advisors

As roommates going through recruitment together, Virginia “Gini” Bliesner Colburn ’64 and 
Nancy Maloney Rich ’64 soon found that they felt comfortable and at home at Alpha Chi 

Omega. “I loved that ol’ house, and the members were just as warm and inviting as the house 
itself,” Nancy recalls. “It allowed me to see all sorts of different perspectives on living.” Gini’s 
high school friend Laurie Streib Evans ’65 joined Phi as well, treasuring the friendships and 
lessons on being part of a larger group.

These sisters, along with many others, reconnected in Lawrence at Phi Chapter’s centennial 
celebration—which was also the 50th anniversary of the member class of 1964. That gathering 
inspired the sisters, as well as others from the ’64-’66 member classes, to stay in touch by meeting 
for lunch four times a year in Lawrence and Kansas City.

“We discovered each other again and decided to continue getting together,” Gini explained. The 
group most recently met in February, and at each get-together they choose the next date and location. 
Their next meeting is in May.

Staying Devoted to Alpha Chi
Local Alumnae Gather for Regular Lunch Group

The classes of 1964-’66 lunch group. (Continued on page 2)

Phi 
Addresses 

COVID-19
We hope you and your 

families are safe and 
prioritizing your health. Recent 
worldwide events have given 
way to many cancellations and 
rethinking our priorities as we 
are dealing with the spread of 
the novel coronavirus. We share 
your concerns about keeping our 
families safe and making certain 
that our senior family members 
have good support during this 
challenging time.   

As you have likely heard, classes 
at KU have moved to online and 
they have closed housing. Phi has 
followed suit and the members 
are now all hopefully safe at their 
homes with their families. During 
these uncertain times, we have 
never been more thankful for the 
enduring sisterhood that Alpha 
Chi Omgea provides.
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The lunch group became a place for the sisters to 
reconnect and share their Phi memories. For Laurie, those 
include winning Rock Chalk Revue with the chapter and 
learning etiquette from their beloved housemother, Aunt 
Merle; Laurie often volunteered to be Merle’s escort to 
campus and sorority functions. Gini loves to reminisce 
on lasting friendships, laughter, and conversations in 
the house, and how lucky they all were to attend a big 
university. “It’s so enjoyable to go back to a good place 
in our lives and relive so much. I can’t do that with 
anyone else.”

“Recently, our lunches have focused on those sisters we 
have lost and remembering them with stories,” Nancy 
added. “They have remained in our hearts and are part of 
our story and who we are today.”

As an alumna, Laurie worked with the chapter at 
The Santa House, which raises money for the Ronald 
McDonald House; she also served as president of the 
house corporation. Gini got involved with Phi for several 
years while her daughter was an undergraduate, and her 
daughter-in-law is also an Alpha Chi. 

No matter their level of alumnae involvement, each sister 
has a wonderful group to come back to. “Even though 
we all scattered after graduation, there’s still a bond of 
shared values and shared experiences,” Laurie said.

If you’re in the Lawrence or Kansas City areas and 
want to learn more about the group, reach out to Gini at 
gini_c@hotmail.com.

Staying Devoted 
to Alpha Chi

(Continued from page 1)

Symphony Club
($1,000 to $2,499) 
Jo Sicking Hurley ’57  

1885 Club
($500 to $999)  

Scarlet & Olive Club
($100 to $499) 
Michael James
	 In memory of
	 Pamela Pflueger ’76

Martha Gragg Chase ’48
Carol Krehbiel Kreischer ’49
Sharon Oakes Tongier ’50
Betty Weber McNeil ’51
Christine Wiley Kubik ’51
Carol Swanson Ritchie ’52 
Jill Gilbert Dunn ’54
Cheri Olsen Lindell ’64
Nancy Bell Johnson ’66
Mary Cleveland Bollinger ’68
Debrorah George Ramirez Koch ’76

Debra Schwerdtfeger Kelsh ’84
Amy Monson Haney ’94

Faith, Hope & Love Club
(Up to $99) 
Jane Hanna Reeble ’50
Jeanette Ewy Ragsdale ’54
Joann Swanson Franklin-Knox ’54
Charlotte Persinger Baron ’60
Patricia Hattaway ’55
Jane Kliewer Munsell ’61

Pamela Kay Lundgren ’67
Eva Kasmar Foster ’68
Cheryl Kemp Prais ’74
Margaret Malley Collins ’75
Deborah Rider Schroeder ’76
Jennifer Hurst Gunter ’77
Traci Olds Ulvenes ’84
Ashely Bishop Davidson ’98
Megan Wagner ’14

Thank You, 2019 Donors!
P hi Chapter wouldn’t be what it is today without the support of our alumnae. We’re grateful for each alumna who showed support for the chapter 

by contributing over $3,700 to the annual fund in 2019. Your donations prove our Alpha Chi bonds last well beyond college.

Gift levels reflect giving by appeal. If an error has been made in recording the amount of your gift, we sincerely apologize. If corrections to your 
giving record are needed, please send them to nedwards@penningtonco.com. Thank you, again, for your loyal support.

In Memoriam
Lorraine Teeter Partridge ’44 passed 
away on July 24, 2019, at the age of 94. 
She was married to Arthur Partridge, 
who preceded her in death in 2008. 
Lorrie and Art lived in Council Grove, 
Kan.; Winfield, Kan.; and Menlo Park, 
Calif., before moving to Greeley, Colo., 
in 1959. She was a teacher at East 
Memorial Elementary School, a member 
of PEO for 76 years, and a member of 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Greeley.

Judi Shea Vaughn ’63 passed away 
on March 23, 2019. She worked as a 
professor librarian at Johnson County 
Community College where she was 
passionate about obtaining and sharing 
knowledge. She enjoyed traveling 
internationally and domestically; 
her grandchildren called her Nana 
Adventures as she would take them to 
many exciting places in the Kansas City 
area. Judi was a firm believer of living 
life to the fullest. She will be missed by 
her friends, family, and Phi sisters.

Alumnae News
Margaret Fesler Ewing ’43 celebrated 
her 95th birthday in June with her 
children. Her son, Kent, even came back 
from Hong Kong. Margaret has lunch 
with her “younger” friends on Tuesdays 
at Charlie Hooper’s and talks with other 
friends she’s picked up through the 
years. She enjoys get-togethers at her 

house for football games and potluck 
lunches. She resides in Kansas City, Mo.

Audrey Harris Chew ’44 won three 
gold medals in swimming at the 2017 
Ohio Senior Olympics State Games at 
the age of 91. She lives in Lebanon, 
Ohio.

Virginia Thomson Hargarten ’49 
is happy, healthy, and full of fond 
memories of her KU and ΑΧΩ days. 
She lives in San Diego, Calif. Email: 
virhargarten@gmail.com

Carol Krehbiel Kreischer ’49 would 
love to hear from any sisters who 
were at KU during her undergraduate 
years. She lives in Saline, Mich. Email: 
ckreischer@henchey.net

Joyce Buck Johnstone ’51 still keeps 
in touch with Iris Barsby Spencer ’51, 
Nancy Canary Rogers ’51, and Chris 
Wiley Kubik ’51. She resides in Rio 
Rancho, N.M.

Rosa Lind Fuchs ’59 enjoys what 
retirement offers and spending time with 
family. She keeps in touch with friends 
through senior activities and has a “if 
I don’t use it, I’ll lose it” mentality. 
She’s an avid reader. Rosa resides in 
Albuquerque, N.M.

Alumnae Update

(Continued on page 4)
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Though we’re only a few months into the 
new year, things are already off to a great 

start for Phi. Improving the chapter’s GPA 
was a big focus in 2019. We implemented 
study plans for all members below a 3.0 GPA, 
rewarded all women who achieved above 
a 3.5 GPA, and there was an extra special 
reward for women with a 4.0 GPA for the 
semester. Our methods seem to be working 
as our chapter GPA is on the rise—increasing 
from spring to fall! 

Supporting Healthy Relationships
Phi maintains a close relationship with the 
Willow Domestic Violence Shelter. Last 
semester, we donated over $7,000 directly to 
Willow from our Walk a Mile in Her Shoes 
philanthropy event. Our chapter as a whole 
earned 2,303 volunteer hours in the fall, which 
amounts to over 10 hours per member! 

For our annual Healthy Relationships 
Week, we tabled on campus, participated 
in a community service event, and hosted 
a sisterhood event to promote healthy 
relationships in our chapter and on campus. 

COVID-19 Impact
While we were able to accomplish a lot in the 
two months that we were on campus, a lot of 
our favorite events were canceled due to KU 
moving the remainder of the semester to online. 
We cherish our sisterhood and continue to stay 
connected via different online communications. 

We look forward to the fall and being back with 
our sisters at our home on 1500 Sigma Nu Place.

We hope that when all of the stay-at-home 
orders are lifted and it is safe to be back 
on campus, that you will join us for Mock 
Recruitment. As always, we welcome alumnae 
recruitment recommendations and you can 
complete yours online through Lyre Links. 
Please come say hello if you find yourself in 
Lawrence!

Loyally,
Brooklinn Royer ’18, Chapter President
axophi.chapterpresident@gmail.com

Honoring Alpha Chi Standards
Phi Focused on Academic Interest and Personal Development

Sisters get ready to cheer on the 
Jayhawks with their fathers at a 

football tailgate for Dad’s Weekend.

Chapter President Brooklinn Royer ’18,  
VP Chapter Relations and Standards  

Emerson Hughes ’18, VP Public Relations  
and Marketing Annalese von Gremp ’17,  

and VP Risk Management Isabelle Mattox ’18  
traveled to headquarters for  
Leadership Academy in January.

Phi gives back to the community through 
Natural Ties. The service event helps bond 
and strengthen relationships among KU 

students and locally disabled individuals. 

Alpha Chi Omega and Pi Kappa Phi with their show, Break a Leg, at Rock Chalk Revue.
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Mock Recruitment  |  August 15
Homecoming 2020  |  October 3

Save the Dates

Lois Glass Sievert ’60 and her husband, 
Jack, sold their home in Ohio and moved 
to a retirement community in the suburb of 
Charleston, S.C., where their daughter and 
family have a home. Email: jnmsievert@
comcast.net

Patricia Postlewaite Jessee ’62 is an artist 
and paints oils, acrylics, and pastels. She 
does portraits, landscapes, interesting people, 
inspired art, and American flag paintings. 
Check out her website, patjesseecreations.
com. She lives in Kansas City, Mo.

Lana Pacey Lee ’70 is a retired speech 
pathologist of 28 years. Her passion is baking 
and she has a small home baking business, 
baking 1,000 muffins in October for a 
memorial 5K for one of her former students. 
She lives in Durant, Okla. Email: lanaklee@
hotmail.com

Therese Mufic Neustaedter ’80 has lunch 
with Laura Ender Doerges ’80 whenever 
she can. She’s looking forward to more 

trips with her sisters, in addition to her 
involvement with the League of Women 
voters in Los Angeles County. She lives 
in Hermosa Beach, Calif. Email: tmufic@
gmail.com

Rochelle Strickland Mau ’84 retired from 
teaching middle school math. She likes to 
hike, swim, bike, and play pickleball to stay 
in shape. Rochelle loves keeping up with KU 
sports from her home in Cullowhee, N.C. 
Email: rochellemau@gmail.com

Amy Pettit Gnau ’98 moved to Houston 
last August where her husband, Justin, is the 
CIO of the Catholic Health Initiative’s Texas 
Division. Their older children love their 
new elementary school, and their youngest 
is happily enrolled in her first year of pre-
school. Email: amy.gnau@gmail.com

Julie May Austin ’00 celebrated the birth 
of her daughter, Ava, on May 10, 2019. She 
lives in Fort Worth, Texas, with husband 
Dontrell. Email: juliedmay@hotmail.com

(Continued from page 2)

Alumnae Update

2019-20
Executive 

Board
President

Brooklinn Royer ’18
axophi.chapterpresident@gmail.com

Vice President 
Chapter Relations and Standards

Emerson Hughes ’18

Vice President Finance
Christine Miller ’17

Vice President Risk Management
Isabelle Mattox ’18

Vice President 
Ritual and Fraternity Appreciation

Abby Smith ’19

Vice President Recruitment
Michelle Anzalone ’17

Vice President Recruitment Information
Sarah Rose ’17

Vice President New Member Education
Kyleigh Rupe ’18

Vice President 
Public Relations and Marketing

Annalese von Gremp ’17

Vice President Membership Programming
Sydney Beckman ’17

Panhellenic Delegate
Grace Hatesohl ’18

Vice President Intellectual Development
Lindsay Mayo ’18

Vice President Facility Operations
Lauren Stallings ’18

Vice President Philanthropy
Emily Greene ’17
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