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SUPPORTING SISTER.S
THROUGH AN

UNFORGETTABLE YEAR
PHI CHAPTER, PER.SISTS THANKS

TO YOUR GENEROSITY

am not sure about anyone else, but I am excited for 2021. It is difficult
to believe, but a year ago our collegians were moving out and returning
home for the remainder of the spring semester due to COVID-19
precautions. Since then, it has been a continuous struggle for not only our
chapter, but for the rest of Greek life at KU.

For a year now, our sisters, alumnae, house corporation, and Headquarters
have worked together to successfully overcome the obstacles of this
pandemic. Thank you to everyone who has helped in any way or form;
without you, it would have been an even more daunting and overwhelming
year. However, it does not surprise me that we had so much support because
that is who Alpha Chi Omega women are: strong, supportive, and caring.

In August, Phi Chapter began the Supporting Our Sisters (SOS) campaign

with the help of our partners at Pennington & Company. I am so touched by
the financial support that the chapter received. By January, generous alumnae
contributed a total of $25,261. This was unfortunately only half of our projected
goal of $50,000. Even after cutting the chapter’s expenses as much as possible,
and factoring in the donations and assistance (the house corporation decreased
rent for the year), the chapter’s budget was still in the red.

Then, on February 3, Virginia Thomson Hargarten ’49, who had lived in
our first chapter house, emailed us saying she wanted to help us reach our
goal. She generously donated $25,000 to Phi Chapter’s SOS campaign. With
this donation, we reached our $50,000 goal! Thank you so much to Virginia,
who is 90 years young as of February 2021.

Having met our campaign goal, the chapter can now meet its budgetary
needs and keep the house functioning smoothly through the spring semester.
Again, thank you all for your generosity! Everyone on the board and in

the chapter house is blessed to have such wonderful alumnae who care so
deeply for Phi Chapter.

Lastly, I remain hopeful that this fall will feel like a “normal” semester. As
the rollout of vaccinations continues, I pray that you all remain safe. Phi
Chapter hopes that, in the near future, we can invite alumnae back into the
chapter house to enjoy the home that all of you were able to keep strong
through this pandemic.

Loyally,

Stephanie Spratt Schmidt *93
President, House Corporation
sportsgirl292004 @yahoo.com

THE GENEROSITY OF
VIR GINIA THOMSON
HAR GARTEN *49

fter recently celebrating

B o N\ Aher 90th birthday,

R ) Virginia Thomson
Hargarten ’49 discovered
that at a certain point in one’s
life, it is okay to do what you
really enjoy and gracefully
decline what doesn’t suit you.

Fortunately, she wanted to
pay it forward and support Phi

Chapter’s Supporting Our Sisters

campaign. Her contribution shows her
appreciation for her personal Alpha Chi Omega experience

at KU and what it means to be committed to the sisterhood

beyond college.

“I was sorry to see that the chapter had fallen short in what
seemed to me a reasonable goal,” Virginia shared. “Since
graduating, I’ve never ‘given back’ and this seemed like a
good time to do so.”

Virginia stepped up in a big way last fall by bridging the
$25,000 fundraising gap in the campaign to help Phi reach its
goal and ensure that the chapter prevails through the pandemic.

Through Alpha Chi Omega, she learned to live with others in
harmony with others, even if they are not people she would
necessarily seek out for companionship. She also learned that
what’s important to her is not necessarily important to others,
but that it doesn’t denigrate her choices.

“Life is full of decisions. Sometimes we make the right ones,
sometimes we stray,” she stated. “It’s learning from our
mistakes and reveling in the successes that makes one’s life
worthwhile.”

Before Virginia joined Alpha Chi Omega, she thought

she wanted to be a member of Gamma Phi Beta. After not

receiving a bid (“Thank goodness, in retrospect!” Virginia
(Continued on page 2)
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P! L1Z *17 AND ANNE LYONS PUTNAM *90
Ry PEFLECT ON SHARED EXPERIENGES

declared), she rented a room in a house
near Phi’s chapter house. By happenstance,
she got to know some of the Alpha Chi
women who ended up asking her to pledge.
It was too late to be initiated in that year’s
pledge class, so she eagerly waited until
the following fall semester to join the
sisterhood.

“I don’t know how I was lucky enough,
but I was chosen to be initiated at that
year’s Convention in Pasadena, California,”
she said. “It was a little odd not knowing
anyone but an adventure nonetheless!”

Other memorable times in her Alpha Chi
adventure included elegant and creative
pinnings and engagements at mealtimes;
the front porch of the chapter house
crowded with couples sharing goodnight
kisses as their housemother flashed the
light indicating closing hours; and Sunday
night dinners when pledges had to take the
housemother to dinner (Virginia’s least
favorite activity).

“Two pledges had to take the housemother
out to dinner on Sunday evenings, when
no meal was served in the house. I hated

it when it was my turn,” she stated. “Our
housemother never wanted to walk one
step further than necessary, so she’d have
us cruise around the area watching for
someone to come out near the restaurant
door. Then one of us would have to get out
of the car and stand in the freed-up spot to
save it until the driver could go around the
block to return and park!”

Virginia resides in San Diego, California,
and you can connect with her at
virhargarten@ gmail.com.
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THANK YOU
FOR YOUR,
GENER.OSITY,
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hen Anne Lyons Putnam ’90
came to KU, she was the first in
her family to join a sorority; it was

a new and exciting experience. She simply
chose her favorite group during recruitment,
which turned out to be Alpha Chi Omega.
Anne credits those years with helping her
build strong relationships with women. “I sure
learned how to get along with all different
types of personalities!”

For Anne’s daughter, Liz Putnam ’17, KU
was an easy choice as college approached:
close to her home and family and rich in the
traditions she shared with them. She had a
positive impression of AXCQ from her mom

and her childhood friends, but she kept an open

mind in recruitment. “I tried to start my own
tradition and tried to like another
chapter more than Alpha Chi
Omega, but I just couldn’t,”
Liz recalls. “Every time [
walked into Alpha Chi
Omega [ instantly felt

at home. Every woman
was so genuine and kind,
they continued to make
me feel so special; I

had to choose Alpha Chi
Omega.”

Liz loved learning more
about her mother’s Alpha Chi
experience as she formed her own

similar, yet unique memories at Phi Chapter,
from living in the chapter house to seeing

the room where her parents got engaged, as
well as traveling to Allen Fieldhouse for Bid
Day, where she nearly cried from excitement
when her best friend, Emma Ferguson ’16,
officially invited her to the sisterhood. Liz and
Anne even shared the same Phi house mom,
Mom Pat. “It is great getting to know Mom
Pat; she always remembers me by my mom’s
maiden name!”

Anne’s main advice to Liz has been to enjoy
her years in the house living with a group of
women. “It’s something that you usually only
get to do for a short period of your life, and
you learn so much and have some really great
times.” Anne has loved seeing her daughter not

only bond with Mom Pat, but also make great
friends that she might not have otherwise.

Over the past few years, the Phi experience
has shown both mother and daughter how
similar they can be. “We both love
to be social and get to know
people, but we also love to
just hang out, have a night
. in and watch movies,” Liz
said. The friends, classes,
and names may be
different, but they share
fun memories of parties,
events, and simply living
in the house.

“We can hang very
comfortably in a big group, but
choose to have just a few really
close friends,” Anne said. “She has
really enjoyed the date parties too, as did I!”

Liz is in her third year of the KU five-year
master of architecture program and plans to
pursue design jobs. For now, she continues to
enjoy her Jayhawk and Phi experience. “I just
can’t believe how fast the time has gone!”

“I am so proud and honored that Liz joined the
Alpha Chi sisterhood,” Anne said. “It has been
so fun living it again vicariously with her. I
hope when she looks back on her college years,
her memories of living in the sorority are just
as fond as mine!”

Connect with Anne at apu3250374@aol.com
and Liz at lizzieputnam44 @ gmail.com.
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past year, the undergraduate sisters of Phi

Chapter have worked hard on new ways for
our sisterhood to flourish. We’ve hosted virtual events
such as virtual yoga and “take-out and hangout.”
Although we wish we could all be together in person,
we are looking at this experience as an opportunity to
focus on the intangible aspects of our great sisterhood.

Despite the challenging circumstances of the

The highlight of this phase has been the personal
connections we have made with each of our sisters;
we appreciate these more than ever before. As we all
know, these relationships are truly the reason we love
Alpha Chi Omega so much.

There is much to celebrate in terms of academics and
recruitment. After working so hard in the fall, we are

thrilled to report a chapter GPA of 3.38. At the time
of writing, spring recruitment has begun; we have
given bids to 10 women thus far. We are thrilled to
welcome them home!

As Stephanie wrote on page 1, we are forever
grateful for the generosity of our alumnae, who
rallied to keep Phi Chapter financially afloat during
this pandemic. We look forward to the day that
COVID-19 subsides and we can invite you all to
visit our beautiful home once more to celebrate the
sisterhood that is Alpha Chi Omega.

Loyally,
Mia Aronson ’19
Chapter President

\

Please submit
recommendations for any
women you know going
through recruitment this
fall! You can submit
recommendations online
at alphachiomega.org
by clicking the “Recommend
a Member” link.

If you would like to mail
in a recommendation letter,
please send it to:

Haley Bauman
9504 NE 93rd Ter
Kansas City, MO 64157

Bridget Huerter Richards ’84 moved back to Kansas
City in August after living in Colorado for 25 years.
“Happy to be back!” Email: chezbridget@gmail.com

Kristin Meyer Van Court *02 and her husband, Phillip,
welcomed their fourth child, Benjamin, on March 22,
2019. His siblings are over the moon! The family lives in
Salina, Kan. Email: f30chica@yahoo.com

penningtonco.com.

welcome you all back to Lawrence soon.
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ell us what you’re up to! How have you lent a hand in your community lately?

Do you have any career highlights or family updates you’d like to share with

your AXQ sisters? How have you been coping with life during the pandemic?
Have you reached out to any sisters for support during this time of uncertainty?

Share your story, and it may appear in a future issue of Notes of the Lyre.
Submissions can be sent to our communications coordinator at nedwards@

Now more than ever, it’s important to stay connected to our Phi sisters. We hope to
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Mia Aronson 19

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

VP Chapter Relations & Standards
Lexi Mitchell 19

VP Finance
Alex DiGiorgio ’18

VP Risk Management
Caitlin Balk 18

VP Ritual & Fraternity Appreciation
Abby Threlkeld 20

VP Recruitment
Lexi Calverley ’18

VP Recruitment Information
Haley Bauman ’19

VP New Member Education
Tracy Plunkett *18

VP Public Relations & Marketing
Bella del Muro ’18

VP Membership Programming
Bella Line ’19

VP Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Melisa Martin del Campo ’19

Panhellenic Delegate
Courtney Richarson ’19

VP Intellectual Development
Nikki Phelps 19

VP Facility Operations
Halie Powell 18

VP Philanthropy
Lauren Hull ’18

\ BELLA LINE *19, LINDSAY COX *14, KRISTINA OLEKSYAK 19, CAROLINE SMYTHE 19,
AND MAYA FETTER *19 ON SISTERHOOD DAY DURING FALL 2020 RECRUITMENT.
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