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I I couldn’t have predicted that this time two 
years ago, we would be at the very beginning 

of a pandemic that would bring chaos, 
confusion, change, and adjustment to what we 
considered normal life. It hasn’t been easy, 
but we have endured. In past newsletters, I 
have discussed dealing with COVID, but it has 
become an infection that I think about daily.

I am so proud that our chapter members, 
executives, and advisors as well as our house 
corporation board, alumnae, and (of course) 
housemother Pat have worked hard to keep 
our chapter afloat while continuing to strive to 
new heights.  

Renovations
With that said, I am also hopeful that, in fall 
2022, we can finally make a more substantial 
move to in-person events. The house 
corporation board had to pause renovations 
in 2020 but continued to make improvements 
to the chapter house to provide the members 

a home in 2021. In summer 2022, our goal is 
to make the most important renovations to the 
house and to outline projects that we would like 
to focus on over the next few years. 

One of the projects we’re most eager to tackle 
is to renovate or remodel the exterior of the Phi 
house, which has been a discussion in the past. 
To undertake this project, the board needs to first 
look at the scope of work and the cost required 
for it. This might take some time to complete, 
but we will continue to keep alumnae informed. 

A project the board will work to complete by 
the end of the year is to have plaques made for 
and placed in the chapter house to recognize 
all donors to the capital and SOS campaigns. 
Without our alumnae’s donations, Phi Chapter 
would not have weathered the tough times it 
has faced—so thank you!

House Corporation Update
Finally, I want to announce that this will be my 

last article for the newsletter. I have decided 
to step down as president of the Phi Chapter 
House Corporation Board. With additional 
responsibilities in my profession and my 
children growing up and needing more of my 
assistance and support, I feel I do not have 
the time that is needed to commit to being 
president. Over the next month, the board will 
have elections to determine the next president. 

I am excited to see what will happen in the 
future for Phi Chapter. Women have proven 
time and time again that we are strong and 
capable of so many amazing accomplishments. 
Thank you for all the love and support you 
have given to Phi Chapter!

Loyally, 
Stephanie Spratt Schmidt ’93
President, House Corporation
sportsgirl292004@yahoo.com

Phi Chapter House Corporation Gears Up for an Exciting Year

AA s an older sibling with just one younger 
brother, being a part of Alpha Chi Omega 

was the first experience with sisterhood that 
Kara Warner ’99 was exposed to. Luckily, 
sharing a home and work/study space with so 
many fun and different women was a catalyst 
for creating lifelong friends.

“I always felt completely comfortable and at 
ease at Alpha Chi Omega—from my first visit 
during recruitment through my three years 
living at the house,” Kara said.

Kara treasures all the memorable bonding 
activities, whether they were impromptu dance 
parties in bedrooms or late-night snacks during 
finals week.

She also kept busy holding many titles within 
the chapter and the Greek community, such 
as assistant member education secretary, new 

member education chairman, Rho Chi, chapter 
president, and president of the president’s forum. 

“I know this list makes me look like one of 
those overachievers, but if you ask any of my 
pledge class, they will agree that that is not the 
case,” Kara joked. “I did it because I loved my 
sisters and being involved in everything.”

As chapter president, Kara became more 
comfortable with public speaking and 
occasionally being the rule enforcer. This came 
in handy as Kara ventured into her career as an 
entertainment reporter and producer, working 
for companies such as MTV, New York 
Magazine, and now PEOPLE magazine, where 
she currently works as a staff writer.

“I’ve been a lover of pop culture as long as 
I can remember,” Kara shared. “So, the fact 

Finding Strength in Sisterhood
How Kara Warner ’99 Developed Her Skills Through Phi Chapter

A career highlight for Kara Warner ’99 was 
attending the Golden Globes!

Turning a New LeafTurning a New Leaf
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In Memoriam
Doris Dixon Stowell ’44 passed away 
on June 11, 2021. 
Virginia Thomson Hargarten ’49 
passed away on August 19, 2021.
Alice Forssberg Snodgrass ’58 passed 
away on August 20, 2021.

Alumnae Updates
Mary Anne Wolf McClure ’49 and 
other Lawrence alumnae met monthly for 
lunch for several years but stopped due 
to the pandemic. They are now ready to 
resume and would welcome other local 
alumnae to join them. Contact Mary Anne 
at (785) 760-3166 to join.

Carol Barker Euritt ’56 still lives next 
door to her vinery in Lees Summit, Mo., 
and enjoys looking at the vineyards. 
She sends her best wishes to all her old 
sisters. “Such good times at AXO!” 
Email: caroleuritt@gmail.com

Beverly Brown Bartscher ’62 is 
moving from Kansas to Bonney Lake, 
Wash., to be closer to her son and 
family. She has three grandchildren. 
Email: billybev2@gmail.com

Catherine “Cathy” Brown Stigge ’68 
just welcomed twin grandchildren into 
the family, a boy and a girl. She shares 
that everyone is excited. Life is busy as 
a grandmother with six grandchildren 
now, but it’s wonderful. She and Vern 
are Nana and Papa now. They reside in 
Hillsborough, Calif. 
Email: cstigge@comcast.net

Jane Mallonee ’72 continues to serve 
on the executive board of NEA/SM at 
the retired position. She also serves on 
the KNEA-R coordinating council while 
staying busy with her family in Leawood, 
Kan. Email: mallomiller@gmail.com

Julie Coleman ’91 founded Julie 
Coleman Consulting, a firm that 
helps individuals, families, and 
businesses maximize the impact of their 
philanthropy. She resides in Gilbert, 
Ariz. Email: juliecolemana2@gmail.com

Natalie Gibson ’16 is working her dream 
job at One Bridal. She enjoys creating 
on social media and helping women find 
their perfect dream wedding dress. She 
resides in Kansas City, Mo. 
Email: nataliegibson2020@gmail.com

that I get paid to write about and interview 
the people involved with my favorite movies, 
music, and TV shows is wild.”
 
Kara has had many pinch-me moments over the 
years. She was sent to England to cover filming 
on three Harry Potter films—an experience she 
didn’t think would ever be topped—until she 
was invited to the set of Magic Mike XXL to 
watch the cast film their final dances.

But for all the flashy benefits, the most 
validating moments in her career have involved 
the toughest subjects, like covering tragedies or 
life-altering events. 

“With those assignments, you’re usually 
asking someone to share or relive their most 
vulnerable or painful memories and hoping 
you can do their story justice. Any time I’ve 
heard from a story subject who is proud of or 
appreciates what I wrote … those moments are 
the most rewarding.”

As a Colorado native, Kara enjoys spending 
time in nature when she’s not at work. Living 
in California and close to the water affords her 
the luxury of getting her toes in the sand and 
ocean frequently, which she tries to never to 
take for granted.

She also remains close to her immediate family. 
“We make a point of taking family trips at least 
once a year—sometimes twice if we’re lucky,” 
Kara said. “We recently visited the Redwood 
forests in southern Oregon and northern 
California, and I cannot recommend it enough!”

Reflecting on her life, Kara is forever thankful 
for Alpha Chi Omega. From memories of Rock 
Chalk Revue to the responsibilities she took on, 
ΑΧΩ has been a source of building blocks. “I 
made so many lifelong friends, and it gave me 
a great foundation for successfully navigating a 
lot of future life events,” Kara said.

Finding Strength
in Sisterhood
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Rock Chalk Revue Directors the night they 
found out they made it into the competition!

From left: Emily Kempen ’19, 
Rosie Pennington ’20, and Mia Aronson ’19.

Elections
November was an exciting month here at Phi 
Chapter! At the time of the last update, Phi 
was in the middle of election season; new 
officers were elected and turned over in early 
November. The team is working together well 
and has taken full ownership of their new 
positions. Later in the month, we hosted a fun 
semiformal at the Kane Family Farm. 

To top it all off, Alpha Chi Omega partnered 
with Delta Tau Delta to compete for entry into 
KU’s annual Rock Chalk Revue competition. 
We made it alongside only five other chapter 
pairings. Congratulations, ladies! 

Finals and Festivities
To end the fall 2021 semester, Phi Chapter had 
a disco-themed date party in early December. 
The chapter also hosted a holiday sisterhood 
event with a secret Santa gift exchange, 
cookies, and hot chocolate planned by our 
new VP of membership programming, Stella 
Shotkoski ’20. The women of Phi Chapter 
were encouraged to study hard for finals with 
Starbucks gift cards sent out by our new VP of 
intellectual development, Katie Flood ’20. 

Healthy Relationship Awareness
The spring 2022 semester has been a blast. 
After our first chapter meeting back in town, 
the women were encouraged to catch up with 
each other over hot cocoa in the dining room. 

February 7-11 was Healthy Relationships 
Week, and Phi Chapter tabled on campus to 
pass out purple ribbons, pens, and stickers to 
spread awareness. On February 11, Phi Chapter 
hosted a Valentine’s Day-themed date dash at 
Slice of History. After chapter on February 15, 
our sisters made care packages to donate to the 
Willow.

We also want to recognize our talented sister, 
Greta Green ’21, who sang the national 
anthem at a KU men’s basketball game.

Recruitment
Informal recruitment is going well, as we 
already have three new members: Alyssa 
Knapton ’21, Bailey Culberston ’21, and 
Jenna Thomas ’21. We are continuing our 
coffee dates in hopes to add at least four more 
women to the new member class. Informal Bid 
Day is scheduled for March 4, and everyone in 
the chapter is getting excited!

More to Come!
Phi Chapter has a lot of fun events planned. 

Our annual Burgers and Fries with Alpha Chi’s 
philanthropy event is scheduled for March 
2 and is being planned by our new VP of 
philanthropy, Anna Cashatt ’21. 

Women’s Weekend is coming up the weekend 
of April 1. Stella is working hard to plan many 
exciting events for the women of Phi Chapter 
and the moms, aunts, sisters, and cousins who 
are invited to attend. Our Red Carnation Formal 
is scheduled for the end of April. 

Thank you to our team who is working hard to 
make this semester great! 
 	
Loyally,
Cassidy Rogers ’20
Chapter President

PP lease submit recommendations 
for any women you know going 

through recruitment this fall! You can 
submit recommendations online at 
alphachiomega.org by clicking the 
“Recommend a Member” link. 

If you would like to mail in a 
recommendation letter, please send it to:

Haley Bauman 
1728 Kentucky St.
Lawrence, KS 66044

Greta Green ’21 after singing the national 
anthem at Allen Fieldhouse before a 

KU men’s basketball game.

Lauren Stallings ’19 and Tian Heinle ’20 
dress to the nines for the semi-formal 

at Kane Family Farms.

Emma Ontjes ’20 and Cassidy Rogers ’20 show 
their festive spirit at the holiday sisterhood event.

Building Our LegacyBuilding Our Legacy
Undergraduates Celebrate Success and Plan for Excellence

Recommend
an 

Alpha Chi!
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TThanks to the following sisters, Phi Chapter 
raised a total of $2,905 during our fall 2021 
appeal! Our undergraduate sisters are grateful 
for and proud of the support they receive from 
their alumnae, as alumnae engagement and 
donations are key to Alpha Chi’s success and 
future at KU. These women have demonstrated 
that Alpha Chi is more than our four years in 
the chapter house—it’s a sisterhood that truly 
lasts a lifetime.  
 
Gifts of any size are encouraged and 
appreciated as we work together to preserve a 
competitive home that collegian sisters can be 
proud to live in.  

Symphony Club 
($1,000 to $2,499)  
Troy Thomas McCuller ’90  

1885 Club 
($500 to $999)  
Carol Swanson Ritchie ’52  

Scarlet & Olive Club 
($100 to $499)  
Edith Graves McEachen ’59  

Marilyn Bondurant Anderson ’60  
Jane Kliewer Munsell ’61  
Cheri Olsen Lindell ’64  
Nancy Bell Johnson ’66  
Pamela Kay Lundgren ’67  
Mary Cleveland Bollinger ’68  
Louise Faith Van Court ’71  
Lisa Bushnell Littrell ’74  
Julie Cantrell Douglas ’75  
Kathy Kelly-Scannell ’75  
Lauren Wittenbauer Gentile ’84  
Kristi Klepper Ernsting ’91  
Keri Edelman Clark ’93  
Courtney Rich Saye ’00  
Madeline McCarville ’14  

Faith, Hope, & Love Club 
(Up to $99)  
Jeanette Ewy Ragsdale ’54 
Cynthia Cheesbrough Clifton ’60  
Jana Arlene McGinnis ’62  
Susan Bick LeClaire ’68  
Nicolette Dukes Smith ’69  
Celeste Migliazzo Greenlee ’79  
Susan Forbes Harper ’82  
Stacie Frain Borjon ’95 

Connect 
with 

Phi Chapter 
Online!

Alpha Chi Omega,
Phi Chapter at the
university of kansas

@kansasalphachi

@kansasalphachi

Alpha Chi Omega
Phi Chapter

kuaxo.com

Thank You, Loyal Donors!


