
A HOUSE OF MEMORIES
- Maintenance Projects to Begin This Summer

- Volunteer Opportunities Available!

Notes of the Lyre
PHI CHAPTER OF ALPHA CHI OMEGA  |  UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS  |  SPRING 2023

Summer break is just around the corner, and 
the House Corporation Board is planning to 

begin maintenance projects the day the ladies 
move out. All of their rooms, along with the 
hallways on the fifth, sixth, and seventh floors, 
will be painted, and the halls will get  
new carpet.

While testing different paint and carpet colors 
in the halls, I was trying to remember when we 
last replaced the carpet and painted the upstairs. 
Was this the same carpet some of our younger 
board members walked on? This in turn made 
me ponder, how many women have walked 

these floors over the last 50 years? How many 
women have called 1500 Sigma Nu Place home? 

What memories do you have of living in the 
chapter house? We would love for you to share 
them with us, whether they are from the 
current location or the prior house on Oread. 
(We do not report to standards, so no fines will 
be imposed for previous rule-breaking!)

As members of the House Corporation Board, 
it is our job to provide a home where lifelong 
memories are made. We can only accomplish 
this task with the help and support of our 

alumnae. We are always searching for new 
volunteers and supporters; please reach out to 
me or any other board member, as there are 
multiple ways to get involved.

Be sure to stop by the house during 
Homecoming on October 28. We will be having 
an open house and hope to see all of you!  

Loyally,
Missi Schoen ’97
House Corporation Board President
mmschoen@ruraltel.net

BRICKS ARE BACK 
SUPPORT HOUSE 
CORPORATION 

BOARD
The purchase of a brick helps House 

Corporation Board provide our 
collegians with a home away from home. 

Our 4x8” bricks are $150 each. There 
are also donor certificates and 

souvenir bricks available. 

Scan the QR code or visit 
bricksrus.com/donorsite/axophi 

to start your order today!

Questions? Contact Stacy Abernethy ’96 
at kuaxohcb@gmail.com.

Thank you to the following sisters for 
contributing more than $4,000 to our 

sisterhood last fall! We truly appreciate your 
commitment to Phi Chapter as we strive to 
provide our members with an exceptional 
college experience. 

If you would like to join your sisters on the list, 
please visit tinyurl.com/phiaxoku to make 
your gift. Thank you for helping us continue our 
success at KU.

Thank You, Loyal Sisters
We Value Your Support

Symphony Club
($1,000 and above)
Mary Challinor Cole ’60
Melissa Schoen ’97

1885 Club 
($500 to $999)  
Christine Wiley Kubik ’51  
Carol Swanson Ritchie ’52  

Scarlet & Olive Club 
($100 to $499) 
Jane Hanna Reeble ’50
Ruth Palmgren Rinker ’57  
Edith Graves McEachen ’59  

Carolyn Fox Schaefer ’59  
Pamela Kay Lundgren ’67  
Mary Cleveland Bollinger ’68
Susan Bick LeClaire ’68  
Nicolette Dukes Smith ’69  
Debra George Ramirez Koch ’76 
Holly Landry Barnett ’88
Sarah Loure Carson ’94  
Megan Meyers Starbuck ’00 

Faith, Hope, & Love Club 
(Up to $99)  
Carole Burner ’54 
	 In memory of 
	 Molly Smith 

Suzanne Parker Lindstrom ’58 
Jane Mallonee ’72 
Shenaya Bhote-Siegel ’77
Roxann Hargrave Ward ’79

Donate Today
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Our Alpha Chi and Beta Theta Pi Rock 
Chalk Revue directors. From left: 

Rosie Pennington ’20, Mia Aronson ’19, 
and Morgan Caviar ’20.

The women of Phi Chapter ended the fall 
semester on a high note. We hosted our 

philanthropy event, Pizza Pie with Alpha Chi, 
which raised over $6,000 for the Willow! It 
was so fun to see our friends and family come 
together for an amazing cause. Later in the 
semester, we danced the night away at our fall 
semi-formal at Maceli’s. As we wrapped up the 
semester, we endured long nights of studying 
for finals—with help from Mark’s study snacks 
and a coffee truck (thank you Parents’ Club!). 
We are proud to announce that 42 of our 
members achieved a perfect 4.0 GPA! While 
the end of the semester brought some hard 
goodbyes to our winter graduates, we know 
they will continue to reach heights beyond KU.
 
Our members were itching to get back to 
another great semester! We started the spring 
off with a bang and held two date parties and a 
mixer with Delta Chi. Thank you to our social 
chairmen, Natalie Terranova ’20 and Emma 
Caffey ’21, for planning such great events for 
our members. In addition, Lily Osborne ’21 
planned a relaxing day at Kansas City Wellness 
Spa for our sisterhood retreat. Our sisters spent 
time bonding through yoga, the sauna, and 
facials, and it was such a fun day! 
 
On top of all of our great social events, our 
members worked hard to put on a great Rock 
Chalk Revue performance with our partner, 

Beta Theta Pi. Thank you to our directors, 
Mia Aronson ’19, Rosie Pennington ’20, 
and Morgan Caviar ’20, for creating such a 
spectacular performance! 
 
We are proud to announce we retained a large 
majority of our new member class and did not 
participate in continuous open recruitment 
this spring. Our chapter has a total of 222 
members and the campus chapter average is 
211. Preparation for fall formal recruitment is 
in full swing! Our vice president of recruitment, 
Ellie Mueller ’21, is preparing our members to 
recruit another great member class through our 
recruitment workshops at the house. We  
are excited for the 15 members who applied  
to support potential new members as 
recruitment counselors.
 
Toward the end of the semester, we held our 
spring philanthropy event, Burgers and Fries 
with Alpha Chi, which our vice president of 
philanthropy, Lily Miller ’22, planned. We also 
welcomed all the special women in our lives to 
attend Women’s Weekend! 

We can’t wait to see what the rest of 2023 has 
in store for our sisters!

Loyally,
Anna Cashatt ’21
Chapter President

All About Sisterhood
Phi Hosts Chapter and Philanthropic Events, Prepares for Recruitment

Two of our executive board members, Sophie Nelson ’21 
(left) and Lily Osborne ’21, at the 

Alpha Chi Omega Leadership Academy. 

W e are deeply saddened to announce the 
passing of our sister, Piper Carter ’21.  

Piper was a light in our chapter and will forever 
be remembered for her loving spirit. She made 
a lasting impression on every member of Phi 
Chapter along with her KU community.

Our chapter was deeply moved by the love and 
support from alumnae members. We extend our 
sincerest gratitude for all the uplifting messages 
as well as the monetary donations to the House 
Corporation Board. With these donations, the 
board put together an overnight sisterhood 
event at the house. This night was full of joy in 
a place Piper loved so dearly.

Our chapter felt the true meaning of sisterhood 
during this tragedy. The outpouring of well-
wishes, love, and kindness exemplified that 
the bonds of our sisterhood last far beyond the 
years spent at KU. We cannot thank you enough 
for supporting us during this time.

Vigil for Piper Carter

Remembering Piper Carter ’21

Overnight sisterhood event at the house
to celebrate Piper.
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IN MEMORIAM
Clara Hartley Shub ’66 – February 19, 2022

ALUMNAE NEWS
Mary Anne Wolf McClure ’49 and other members of the AXΩ 
“Lawrence Lunch Group” recently met for lunch at J. Wilson’s. This was 
the first time they’d been able to get together in a while, and they plan on 
more lunches in the future. Mary lives in Lawrence, Kan.

Jane Hanna Reeble ’50 sold her Arizona vacation home in 2022 after 
40 years. She will miss traveling there and seeing her AXΩ friends from 
many other states. She resides in Emporia, Kan. 

Prudy Schneck Covey ’58 frequently flies back to Tennessee from 
Bakersfield, Calif., to visit her daughter and granddaughter and their 
husbands, plus her two great-grandsons. She spent many years doing 
volunteer work after retiring as a teacher. She still plays tennis and has 
traveled across the world.

Naomi Olsen Mills ’60 spent her first year of teaching in Paris, France, 
as a direct exchange teacher thanks to KU. She and two Washington State 
alumni taught the girls English and about the USA. Naomi spent her first 
year back as a fifth-grade teacher before moving to Head Start in Lawrence 
and then Olathe. She spent the remaining years in Bonner Springs. She now 
lives in Edwardsville, Kan. Email: niymil12@gmail.com

Beverly Goodfellow Foreman ’64 shares that since her husband retired 
in June, they have been on the road and have traveled from Texas to 
Florida, then on to California, and then Ohio to visit family. In September, 
they went on a cruise from Montreal to New York. “Canada was just as 
beautiful as our USA!” She lives in Arlington, Texas.

Roberta Hickert Lees ’64 attended Kansas State freshman year and was 
initiated into AXΩ in 1962. When she transferred to KU in the fall of 
1963, she applied to have her AXΩ membership changed. She lived in 
the house for three years until she graduated in June 1966. She resides in 
Bluffton, S.C. Email: rhlees@yahoo.com

Rebecca Massey McTavish ’67 lives in Southport, N.C., and sells 
real estate on the North Carolina coast. She travels frequently to the 
Washington, D.C., area to see her children and seven grandchildren. 
Email: rebeccamctavish@yahoo.com

Jane Mallonee ’72 shares that as a continuing member of “The Sandwich 
Generation,” she is her 97-year-old aunt’s support system as she enters 
hospice care. Her aunt is the last surviving founder of Tri Delta at KU. 
As a retired elementary art teacher, Jane is very active in the Kansas 
National Education Association at the state level as well as locally on 
the Shawnee Mission NEA executive board. She is also the co-president 
of the KNEA-R Johnson County Chapter. She resides in Leawood, Kan. 
Email: mallomiller@gmail.com

Carole Horton-Howe ’74 has been appointed Priest in Charge at St. 
Thomas of Canterbury Episcopal Church in Temecula, Calif., which is near 
San Diego in the growing wine country and hot air balloon region. “Come 
visit!” She resides in Mission Viejo, Calif. Email: rchowe3@cox.net

Debbie George Ramirez Koch ’76 enjoys traveling and seeing her 
grandkids. She loves playing golf and pickleball and riding her e-bike. 
She lives in Olathe, Kan. Email: debbieramirez1975@gmail.com

Maureen Luecke McAnarney ’79 is a National Board Certified teacher 
and has been teaching for 38 years. She writes math curriculum for her 
school district and works with the North Carolina Museum of Art with 
curriculum connection to their museum collections. She supervises 
senior college teaching applicants and is a KU mentor for the education 
department. She has five daughters and is recently widowed. She lives in 
Raleigh, N.C. Email: mtmac524@gmail.com

Julie Coleman ’91 founded Julie Coleman Consulting, a firm providing 
strategic philanthropy consulting services for individuals, families, 
businesses, and nonprofit organizations. She resides in Gilbert, Ariz. 
Email: juliecolemanconsulting@gmail.com

Abby Davenport ’07 is the new recruitment advisor for Delta Rho 
Chapter at the University of Arkansas. She resides in Farmington, Ark. 
Email: alndavenport@gmail.com

Alumnae Updates

Chapter President Anna Cashatt ’21 
VP Chapter Relations and Standards Kayla Nguyen ’21 

VP Finance Alexandra Nye ’21  
VP Risk Management Brooke Hopkins ’20 

VP Public Relations and Marketing Emma Nye ’21
VP Intellectual Development Kelsey Krustilic ’21

VP Recruitment Ellie Mueller ’21 
VP Recruitment Information Lydia Sharpe ’20

Panhellenic Delegate Morgan Dorrell ’20
VP Membership Programming Lily Osborne ’21
VP New Membership Education Kate Riker ’20

VP Facility Operations Grace Petz ’20
VP Ritual and Fraternity Appreciation Julia Cummings ’21

VP Philanthropy Lily Miller ’22 
VP Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Sophie Nelson ’21

Executive Board



PHI CHAPTER OF ALPHA CHI OMEGA
HOUSE CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 442023
Lawrence, KS 66044-4223

Address Service Requested

Notes of the Lyre

Mary Challinor Cole ’60 set off to the 
University of Kansas with plans to 

follow in her mother’s and sister’s footsteps 
and become a Pi Phi. Little did she know they 
would choose another double legacy with better 
grades over her.

While it was forbidden for different sororities 
to discuss potential new members at the time, 
Mary’s sister, Jean, was allowed to talk to her 
best friend, Jane Goodnow Komatz ’59, about 
Mary. Thanks to their communication, Alpha 
Chi Omega offered Mary a bid! While she 
wasn’t going to be a Pi Phi like she thought, she 
is glad she found her own path.

“I was, of course, very confused when I was 
dropped by Pi Phi, but when I pledged Alpha 
Chi, all the clouds disappeared,” she shared. 
“My new AXΩ family made me feel so 
important and special. My pledge mom, Mary 
Fassnacht Whitaker ’59, kept me under her 
wing, and I actually earned the Best Pledge 
honor, a small brass box I  
still cherish.”

LASTING MEMORIES
Mary loved the diversity of Phi 
Chapter. “We had study bugs, 
sports gals, beauty queens, 
and gals like me, but everyone 
was very giving, talented, and 
fun to be with. Together, we 
did so many things for our KU 
community and learned so 
much about accountability and 
giving back!”

She also enjoyed living in 
the chapter house and has many 
fond memories of her time as an undergraduate, 
from manning the phone as a new member to 
serving as corresponding secretary one year and 
recruitment chairman another. She loved getting 
ready for recruitment and always enjoyed 
singing the Alpha Chi songs. She also recalls 
being selected as a “witch” in Rock Chalk 
Revue one year.

Mary met the love of her life, Lee, through a 
blind date arranged by Gail Suhrbier Howard 
’60. She shares that if she had been a Pi Phi, she 
may never have met him. They were married 
for almost 56 years until, sadly, he passed away 
in 2019 after living with Alzheimer’s disease.

GIVING BACK
Phi Chapter taught Mary how to work as a 
team and develop organizational skills, which 

Wouldn’t 
Have It Any 
Other Way

MARY CHALLINOR COLE ’60 
IS GLAD TO HAVE FOUND 
HER SISTERHOOD AT AXΩ

prepared her for her role as 
a kindergarten teacher and 
later as a volunteer in her 
community of Akron, Ohio. 

She is happy she became 
an Alpha Chi and has 
remained committed to her 
sisterhood. When she and 
Lee moved to Akron, she 
joined the Alpha Mu Alumnae 
Association, where she held 
many positions, including 
president. She had the pleasure 
of attending the Alpha Chi 
Omega National Convention 
in Philadelphia in 1983, and in 

2014, she happily attended Phi Chapter’s 100th 
anniversary, where she connected with Jane and 
many other sisters, including Marilyn Murphy 
’61, Sheryl Duckworth Thorne ’60, Melanie 
Poor Cottam ’60, Karen Vice Irey ’61, and 
Pat Hollingsworth Mayor ’61. She remains 
in touch with them via email. Mary is proud to 
continue to financially help Phi Chapter  
when she can.   

Over the years, Mary has served in various 
leadership positions on the Akron Children’s 
Hospital Board and as president of Witan, a 
charitable organization similar to the Junior 
League. She became a golfer, a world traveler, 
an avid bridge player and teacher, and an Ohio 
State Buckeyes fan—and remains a Jayhawk 
cheerleader. You can connect with her at 
marymaccole@gmail.com.

We are always looking for Real. Strong. 
Women. to join Phi Chapter and 

welcome your recruitment recommendations! 

You can help us find the right women 
for our sisterhood by submitting 
your recommendations online. Visit 
alphachiomega.org and click on the 
“Recommend a Member” link. 

If you would like to mail in a 
recommendation letter, please send it to: 
Lydia Sharpe, 1108 Tennessee St., 
Lawrence, KS 66044

Please mail your 
recommendations before 
July 7. Thank you for 
helping us grow our 
sisterhood! 

Alpha Chi Omega,
Phi Chapter at the
university of kansas

@kansasalphachi

@kansasalphachi

Alpha Chi Omega
Phi Chapter

kuaxo.com

Finding the 
Right Sisterhood
Send in Your Recruitment 

Recommendations


