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Sisters for a Lifetime
A N  U P D A T E  F R O M  T H E  H C B

AA nother year is in the books for the women of Phi Chapter! We welcomed some wonderful new 
initiates last fall and this spring we bid goodbye to our seniors at Hall of Commitment. I hope 

this outgoing group of women will look back at their years in Alpha Chi with the same fondness 
that so many of us have, which in turn fostered our lifetime commitment to Phi Chapter. 

It is that commitment and support which helps the House Corporation Board provide the best 
home away from home and enrich the collegiate experience for the women of Phi.

	» Last fall, we converted two rooms into officer suites by replacing the bunk beds with  
a full-size bed, making them single occupancy. We anticipate the Chapter President  
and Vice President for Facilities and Operations will occupy those rooms. 

	» Over winter break, we updated the internet and Wi-Fi, increasing the range  
and connectivity points.

	» The women’s living areas upstairs are all refreshed with new carpet, paint, and updated 
lighting in the bathrooms. 

With those accomplished, we will now be turning our attention to the first floor. The top priorities 
are the guest bedroom and dining room. Window and door updates are also something we need to 
explore. However, that will not be a small project nor an inexpensive one, but it’s important for 
the integrity of the house.

Sisters, please drop in if you are in the Lawrence area! We always enjoy seeing you and hearing 
about your wonderful Alpha Chi Omega memories.

Loyally,
Missi Schoen ’97
House Corporation Board President
mmschoen@ruraltel.net

Thank You, Thank You, 
Generous Generous 
DonorsDonors
WW e are eternally grateful to the loyal 

donors who continue to support 
Phi Chapter and ensure the well-being 
of our younger sisters. With alumnae 
contributions, the HCB can provide a safe 
and comfortable chapter house, resources 
for academic achievement, opportunities 
for leadership development, competitive 
scholarships, and so much more. Below 
are women who gave to the annual 
fund last fall. We thank them for their 
commitment to Phi, and we can’t wait to 
see even more women on our list for 2024!

If you have not made a gift to Phi  
Chapter recently (or ever!), consider 
joining this list of donors today!  
To make a contribution, scan the  
QR code to visit phiaxoku.causevox.com.

1885 Club | $500 to $999 
Christine Wiley Kubik ’51  
Jill Gilbert Dunn ’54  
Nancy Bell Johnson ’66  
 
Scarlet & Olive Club | $100 to $499 
Carolyn Fox Schaefer ’59 
Marilyn Bondurant Anderson ’60  
Joy Chatlain Whittington ’64
Teryl Obiala Hughes ’68  
Lisa Bushnell Littrell ’74 
Gail McBride-Vest ’76 
Debora Kaye Hamilton Sear ’76 
Jennifer Hurst Gunter ’77  
Jane Kliewer Munsell ’61  
Martha Knight O’Neal ’63  
Michelle Richart Wittenborn ’97  

Faith, Hope, & Love Club | Up to $99  
Janet Lohoefener Stidman ’65

Scan Me  Scan Me  
To Donate!To Donate!

Officer Room RefreshOfficer Room Refresh
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Sydney Nicks ’22, Rosie Pennington ’20, and 
Morgan Caviar ’20 showcase their talent at the final 
performance of Rock Chalk Review in February.

Ellyson Moore ’23 and Jordan Deihl ’23  
celebrate their initiation in October 2023.

Alaina Carpenter ’23 and Karsen Backlund ’22 
enjoy our Donut Let Love Hurt philanthropy event. 

We raised around $6,000 for The Willow on March 7!

In Full BloomIn Full Bloom
Undergraduates Share Successes and Goals

Executive Executive 
BoardBoard

II t is an exciting time at Phi Chapter! 
On March 7, we hosted a well-known 

philanthropy event with a new theme, as 
Burgers and Fries with Alpha Chi was given 
a sweeter title: Donut Let Love Heart. 
This was our first time reinventing this 
event, so we hope the Lawrence and campus 
communities enjoyed it as much as we did! 

We are also excited to be in the discussion 
stage of chapter house renovations! HCB 
will soon be installing new carpet on the 5th, 
6th, and 7th floors. We’ll also be getting new 
light fixtures and a new sofa in the lounge. 
These changes will be finished right before 
recruitment season—and your undergraduate 
sisters are incredibly thankful!

Regarding recruitment, KU is sending out 
huge waves of student admissions, which is 
incredibly exciting! This year is predicted to 
surpass 2023’s record of new students, when 
we had more than 1,200 PNMs arriving on 
campus intending to join our Greek community.

Another event we’re looking forward to is 
the Sorority and Fraternity Life Banquet 
in late April. Potentially, Phi Chapter could 
receive recognition for either chapter or 
individual awards, and we are super excited 
to attend and support the other phenomenal 
chapters and applicants!

Phi has earned several key achievements so 
far this year, and we plan to continue that 
momentum as we near the end of the spring. 
One such achievement was a significant 
increase in our number of service hours! 
Last fall, Phi Chapter had one of the highest 
service hour averages per member out 
of all Alpha Chi Omega chapters across 

the country. We were able to achieve this 
national acclaim through the hard work 
of our VP of Philanthropy, who created 
more volunteer opportunities and utilized 
Panhellenic resources to ensure everyone 
would be able to complete their service hours.

We were also awarded this year for our 
participation in Rock Chalk Review. 
Three chapter members worked alongside 
Sigma Phi Epsilon to lead the chapter’s 
performance for the show, themed “Magic 
in the Making.” After months of preparation 
and work, Sydney Nicks ’22, Morgan 
Caviar ’20, and Rosie Pennington ’20 
presented their work of art, Crew’s Control.

With lively choreographed dances, original 
songs, and contagious spirit, they earned 
several awards, including Female Supporting 
Role (Rosie as Captain Bea), the Ann 
Eversole Lifetime Achievement (Morgan as 
Scout), Best Costumes, Best Use of Set, Best 
Original Song, Best Vocal Performance, Best 
Story, and Best Pre-Show Video. Of course, 
the highlight of the experience was raising 
money for the Ballard Center!

Our new executive board is pleased to share 
our goals for 2024. We aim to increase 
chapter attendance and involvement in 
sisterhood events, raise the chapter GPA, 
and improve the utilization of leadership 
positions.

Thank you for continuing to support Phi 
Chapter as we grow and improve together!

Loyally,
Jasmin Flores ’21
President

Chapter President 
Jasmin Flores ’21

VP Chapter Relations  
& Standards

Kaitlyn Warren ’21

VP Finance 
Ali Nye ’21

VP Risk Management
Kaitlyn Clements ’21

VP Ritual &  
Fraternity Appreciation 

Ashley Plantz ’22

VP Recruitment 
Anna Cashatt ’21

VP Recruitment Information 
Reese Lenort ’21

VP New Member Education
Kaitlin Meinheit ’22

VP Public Relations & 
Marketing 

Hailey Gifford ’22

VP Membership 
Programming 

Lexi Kilton ’22

VP Diversity,  
Equity & Inclusion 

Izzy Nelson ’23

Panhellenic Delegate
Maddie Milligan ’22

VP Intellectual Development 
Olivia Matthes ’21

VP Facility Operations
Lily Reeder ’21

VP Philanthropy 
Lauren Tracy ’22



KK ristey Slyter Williams ’91 joined Alpha Chi Omega for the people. 
“It’s the women you meet that invite you into a space to call home.”

Kristey has fond memories of time spent with those women. She recalls 
late-night discussions debating life’s existential questions and gathering 
in the TV room to watch Days of Our Lives. 

Kristey was proud that Phi Chapter was one of the top sororities 
academically. As a collegian, she learned to live with her sisters, manage 
a busy schedule, and commit to her group, which are life experiences 
she has carried into her career. In her early career, she was a teacher, a 
mayor, a community activist, and a mom. Now she serves as the state 
representative of the 77th District of Kansas.

“Helping people has always been the singular thing that drives my 
purpose at the State House,” she shared. “If we forget why we serve, 
there’s really no point—it’s always about the people.”

Kristey is grateful for the trust and support of the 
people of her district. As a lawmaker, she has felt 
fortunate to champion policies of transparency 
and accountability in economic development 
incentives, taxes, and education, both 
community college and K-12. She has also 
helped lead education freedom policies 
that allow more choice, flexibility, and 
opportunity for students.
 
Kristey is a proud mom of two KU graduates 
and two K-State students. Her second oldest, 
Sadie, graduated from KU in 2023 and served as 
student body president and Chi Omega president.
 
In her free time, Kristey enjoys traveling, reading, 
spending time outdoors, and enjoying time with her family and friends.

PAGE 3   |   NOTES OF THE  LYRE

Marianne Rogers MacCurdy ’47 enjoys 
living at Colonial Village retirement in 
Overland Park, Kan. She just turned 95! 
Email: mariannemaccurdy@gmail.com

Jane Ross Spanbauer ’56 is an 87-year-old 
widow and living alone on her farm. She 
is feeling reasonably well and stays very 
active in Potter Valley, Calif.  
Email: jandjspan@gmail.com

Marilyn Bondurant Anderson ’60 and 
her husband still go to at-home Jayhawk 
football games and basketball games. They 
plan to visit the new KU Welcome Center 
at the Adams Alumni Center, located where 
the AXO house used to be. Marilyn resides 
in Basehor, Kan.  
Email: manderson61841@gmail.com

Marilyn Murphy ’61 is retired and living 
in Scottsdale, Ariz. She keeps up with 
her Kansas connections through her old 
roommates, Karen Vice Irey ’61, Jeanne 
Hutton, and Mary Challinor Cole ’60!  
Email: marilynmurphy326@gmail.com

Susan Brinkley ’63 is a licensed 
professional counselor in private practice. 
She moved to Fort Worth nearly 25 
years ago to begin her second career. She 
volunteers her time protesting book ban 
efforts, particularly those underreported 

in the media targeting people of color and 
young people’s right to general health  
and sex education. Her three daughters live 
nearby, and her three grandsons are recent 
University of Texas graduates living  
and working in Austin. “Life does not  
get any better than this.”  
Email: sujebrinkley@gmail.com

Candace Cole Landis ’66 is retired after 
34 years of teaching in San Antonio, Texas. 
Email: 45flowerchild@gmail.com

Catherine Brown Stigge ’68 shared, 
“Vern and I celebrated our 53rd 
anniversary this year and we are happy 
grandparents of six. We are still traveling 
and enjoy cruising. I am active in my local 
Alpha Chi alumnae group, and I’m happy 
Alpha Chi experiences last a lifetime!” 
Catherine lives in Hillsborough, Calif. 
Email: cstigge@comcast.net

Kaye Salminen Thompson ’69 is a retired 
teacher but still teaches two classes at J.C. 
Community College. She enjoys traveling 
with her husband and crafting her own 
greeting cards in Overland Park, Kan.  
Email: ksthompson2018@gmail.com

Kathy Wetsel Perry ’70 is retired and 
working part-time plus writing and 
publishing books for children and teens in 
Kansas City, Mo.  
Email: kathy@chickadeewords.com

Celeste Migliazzo Greenlee ’79 recently 
started a new position at KU Endowment 
as the development director, neurosciences 
at the Med Center Campus. She lives in 
Kansas City, Mo.  
Email: cmgreenlee@gmail.com

Amanda Soderberg Littell ’90 shared, 
“Next year will be my 10th year 
facilitating the local leadership Salina 
program. I’ve had the pleasure of meeting 
over 300 great leaders in that time.” 
Amanda resides in Salina, Kan.  
Email: michaelisamanda@gmail.com

Alexis Irwin ’15 celebrated her third year 
of marriage in September 2023, and her 
daughter’s second birthday in March 2024. 
She resides in Lawrence, works part-time, 
and takes care of her daughter. Alexis’ 
husband oversees all retail game day events 
for KU and KSU with Rally House. “Rock 
Chalk, Jayhawks!”  
Email: alexismoore16@yahoo.com

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE 
ALPHA CHI OMEGA MEMORIES?ALPHA CHI OMEGA MEMORIES?

“Recruitment was fun, especially 
singing as we came out the front door! 

Sharing a live-in room with friends. 
Exchange dinners with fraternities. 

Phone duty. Pledge Mom and Laughter 
Paddle Party at the Castle Tea Room.” 

–Kaye Salminen Thompson ’69

ALL ABOUT THE PEOPLE
Kristey Slyter Williams ’91 on Her Political Achievements

Alumnae NewsAlumnae News

Want to connect with Kristey? Email her at kristey.williams@house.ks.gov.
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Want to support your sisters? Want to support your sisters? 
Scan the QR code!Scan the QR code!

PHI CHAPTER OF ALPHA CHI OMEGA
HOUSE CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 442023
Lawrence, KS 66044-4223

Address Service Requested
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Connect with Connect with 
Phi Online!Phi Online!

Alpha Chi Omega,Alpha Chi Omega,
Phi Chapter at thePhi Chapter at the
university of kansasuniversity of kansas

@kansasalphachi@kansasalphachi

@kansasalphachi@kansasalphachi

Alpha Chi OmegaAlpha Chi Omega
Phi ChapterPhi Chapter

kuaxo.comkuaxo.com

Alumnae Support  Alumnae Support  
Is as Easy as...Is as Easy as...
OOur sisterhood thrives due to the support of loyal alumnae. Here are three ways to help Phi 

Chapter flourish:

Make Your Annual DonationMake Your Annual Donation
Scan the QR code to visit phiaxoku.causevox.com and make your financial contribution! 
Every dollar aids scholarships, alumnae events, and chapter house upkeep.

Get InvolvedGet Involved
Join us for alumnae events at the chapter house or get in touch with your local 
alumnae organization! Want to offer your time and expertise as a volunteer? Contact 
House Corporation Board President Missi Schoen ’97 at mmschoen@ruraltel.net for 
information about open positions.

Reach OutReach Out
Encourage other sisters who have fallen out of touch with Phi Chapter to visit the house 
or join our email list. With your help, our sisterhood can continue to be a source of 
community beyond college!

Alumnae support keeps Phi Chapter thriving!Alumnae support keeps Phi Chapter thriving!  
Whether through donations, volunteering your time, or reaching out to sisters, your involvement 
shapes our sisterhood’s future.

Our Sisterhood Our Sisterhood 
Keeps Growing!Keeps Growing!
And EVERY sister can do her part 
to ensure Phi Chapter stays strong 

now and into the future. 

Look below and on page 1 to see how 
you can help Phi in 2024 and beyond.

Olivia Neely ’21 and Karsen Backlund ’22 
are ready for Work Week! This year, we prepared 

for one of the biggest recruitment classes KU 
has seen since the pandemic.

11
22
33


