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UPCOMING PLANS AND NEW WAYS TO SUPPOR.T PHI

isterhood —what is it, and what does it
mean to you? Google tells me it is the bond
and solidarity between women, often based
on shared experiences, concerns, or a sense of
community, that can extend beyond biological
relationships.

Alpha Chi Omega gives us a foundation to
build a sisterhood. I look at the wealth of
relationships Alpha Chi Omega has granted
me. The first were formed within Phi Chapter
as a collegian, some of which continue today.
As I continue my journey with the House
Corporation Board as a volunteer, I have
formed new relationships. These relationships
impact and enrich my life and are there because
of my Alpha Chi Omega sisterhood, for which I
am ever grateful.

In addition to the sisterhood we all experience,
everyone on the House Corporation Board is
thankful for the continued financial support
we receive from our sisters! This support
helps us keep rent costs as low as possible for
our collegians, as well as helping to improve
and maintain aspects of the house. We want

to update the dining room and are exploring
options for reconfiguring the chapter room. The
collegians outnumber the chairs and space, so
the room is not used for weekly chapter; thus,
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Gifts by credit card or ACH (including recurring gifts)
can be made at give.alphachiomega.org/Phi.
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) Gifts can be mailed to:
‘ Alpha Chi Omega Foundation Inc.
R PO Box 6457 — Dept #291

4 Indianapolis, IN 46206

The Foundation can also accept gifts of stock, DAF grants, IRA qualified
charitable distributions, and cryptocurrency. For information on how to send

the area could be better utilized as a study space
for individuals and groups. Study spaces today
are so much more than the study cubbies of the
past. They have large TVs the women can use
as laptop screens and provide lots of places to
power all those electronics. It’s also important
to have comfy chairs, couches, pillows, and
good lighting for reading and studying.

I also wanted to let you know we are making an
administrative change to our fundraising. You
will see that donations by mail will be sent to
Alpha Chi Omega Headquarters, while online
donations are through the national website. Phi
Chapter remains the recipient of your donation!
We are just working more closely with the
Alpha Chi Omega Foundation, and because

of this, you will see more communication

from them. This also makes all donations to
Phi Chapter House Corporation Board tax-
deductible and eligible for employer matching,
qualified charitable distributions from your
IRA, and donor-advised fund disbursements.
Please reach out if you have any questions.

Loyally,

Missi Schoen 97

House Corporation Board President
mmschoen@ruraltel.net
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those gifts, please visit tinyurl.com/AlphaChiFreeWill. 7
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Another Way You
Can Support Our Chapter

Alpha Chi Omega. However, I find
that Alpha Chi Omega gives back just as
much, if not more.

74s volunteers, we give our time to

Do you have time to give to Phi Chapter
and see what you get back in return?

House Corporation Board is looking

for board members. The board’s main
purpose is the oversight of the chapter
facility at 1500 Sigma Nu Place. We work
on simple little projects, like replacing

a broken towel bar in the bathroom, to
overseeing contractors who are completing
improvements and repairs.

The time commitment isn’t huge, and
while living in the Lawrence area is a
plus, it isn’t required. Long-distance
applicants can participate virtually. I am
not local and like having an excuse to
travel to Lawrence a few times a year. The
collegians appreciate the work we do, and
I love watching the women make lifelong
memories at the house.

If you’re interested in getting involved
or would like further information,
please contact Missi Schoen at
mmschoen@ruraltel.net.
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Danielle Pistotnik "13 Discusses Career, How She’s Become Who She Is Today

rowing up in Los Angeles, the

entertainment industry was all Danielle
Pistotnik *13 knew, so it’s no surprise that it
became her career!

Throughout her time in the industry,

Danielle has enjoyed many opportunities,
including twice being named Business
Insider’s top digital managers, being listed

in The Hollywood Reporter’s 35 Under 35,
developing several hit podcasts, and creating
licensing deals and companies for her clients.

Danielle also pitched and created The Secret
Lives of Mormon Wives and is an executive
producer on the show.

“I started working with the cast years ago

as their manager. It was obvious they were
stars, and I right away started pitching out

the show concept to networks and production
companies,” Danielle shared. “Getting a show
picked up, developed, and then aired took four
years and was incredibly difficult.”

Jane Ross Spanbauer ’56 is widowed and still
lives alone on her farm in Potter Valley, Calif.
Email: jandjspan@gmail.com

Jennifer Tiller Burgoyne 87 will be
celebrating 10 years of opening her
ophthalmology surgery/medical practice

in 2025. She owns ICT Eye LLC. and BE
Aesthetic LLC., which are both in Wichita,
Kan, where she has lived for 23 years. Email:
jkburgoyne@gmail.com

Stacy Abernethy 96 resides in Prairie Village,
Kan., and just paid off her first house. She is

a very active runner and attends multiple run
clubs every day except Sunday. She travels

and competes in races all over the U.S. Half-
marathon relays, 4Ks, or one-mile races are
her favorite. Email her if you have any races

to suggest or want to run with her! Email:
stacyabs @sbcglobal .net

Danielle believes she became successful
because she was rebellious in college and
Alpha Chi Omega. “I stood with who I was,
and now I am highly respected for my strong
will in the most difficult industry to make it in
in the world.”

Danielle’s family is the best she could ask for.
Her mom is an immigrant and her dad is an
L.A. native, and they have been encouraging
since she was a kid, always telling her she can
do anything. They have been supportive of
Danielle’s sexuality and love her wife.

“They taught me to be powerful and go after
exactly what [ want, no matter how many
people try and tell me I can’t.”

In her free time, Danielle lifts weights, does
martial arts, surfs, cycles, plays guitar, and
cooks. You can connect with her at
dpistotnik@gmail.com.

ALUMNAE NEW S

Suzy Kujawa Smith *99 recently celebrated
her 15-year anniversary both to her husband and
at work at Lurie as a PNP. She joined Jen Baldo
Murray ’99 to get a local AXO alumnae chapter
up and running again for the western suburbs of
Chicago. “I would love to help with an alumnae
football event!” She resides in Elmhurst, I11.
Email: suzykujawasmith@gmail.com

Suzanne Petersen Berkey 02 works full-
time as an architect and associate director for
commercial retail projects while raising three
boys with her husband of 17 years. She serves
on the board of trustees at her church and as a
team leader of the Good Faith Network.

She resides in Olathe, Kan. Email:
suz.berkey @gmail.com

WHAT WORDS COME TO MIND
WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT ALPHA
CHI OMEGA?

“Friendships, home away from home, great
campus location.” —Martha Jones Clyde ’61

“Friendship, laughter, home (away from
home).” -Marsha Lynn Cromwell-Perry 68

“Meeting my best friend/sister, Samantha
Collins-Payne "07! We found out our moms
were at Alpha Chi at the same time. What a
small world. —Erin Fletcher Campbell *07

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR,
FAVORITE ALPHA CHI OMEGA
MEMORIES?

“It was a warm and welcoming place. Several
of us were in each other’s weddings. —Martha
Jones Clyde *61

“Skits. We used to write and perform short,
funny spoofs. Getting all dressed out for la-
de-blah parties, dances. ‘Hey, Marsha, your
sweetie’s on the phone!” We had a home phone
(no cell phones in those days).” —-Marsha Lynn
Cromwell-Perry ’68
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THANK
YOU, LOYAL
SISTERS

/l,hank you to the following sisters who have

given to Phi Chapter since our fall 2024
newsletter. Your support helps the House
Corporation Board keep rent costs lower for

our collegians and update our home to be both

functional and beautiful.

If you would like to make a gift to
support Phi, we would greatly appreciate it.
We have started working more closely
with the Alpha Chi Omega

Foundation and have new giving E 3
information. To donate online,
visit give.alphachiomega.org/
Phi. To donate by check, please
mail to:

Alpha Chi Omega Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 6457 — Dept #291
Indianapolis, IN 46206

Find more information on page 1. Thank you

for your support!

1885 Club

(3500 to $999)

Suzanne Adkins Wenger ’57
Jenny Hurst Gunter *77

Scarlet & Olive Club
($100 to $499)
Cindy Shavey Lohse *72
Shenaya Bhote-Siegel *77

In honor of

Eckert/Selleck Family Fund
Jennifer Kay Tiller Burgoyne, M.D. *87
Bekah Stiver Cantrell *04
Nicolette Dukes Smith 69
Michelle Richart Wittenborn "97
Julie May Austin 00
Marie Schulte *25

Faith, Hope, & Love Club
(Up to $99)
Rebecca Sapp Liehr 68

Help Us Grow the

Sisterhood

Please submit your recruitment referrals
at alphachiomega.org, or mail a
recommendation letter to:

Lauren Tracy
1739 Kentucky St. Unit B
Lawrence, KS 66044

2024-25
executive
board
members
participate
in their
official
executive
board
photoshoot J§
after
turnover in
November.

(hapler Offcers

VP New Member Education
Chase Dascoli °23

Chapter President
Avery Oppermann 23
axophi.chapterpresident@gmail.com

VP Chapter Relations and Standards
Cait Cobb 23

VP Finance
Audrey Daubendiek 23

VP Risk Management
Tehya Harvey ’23

VP Ritual and Fraternity Appreciation
Maria Vercelote °24

VP Recruitment
Lauren Tracy ’21
kuaxorecruitment@gmail.com

VP Recruitment Information
Taylor Stoll °21
axophicric@gmail.com

VP Public Relations and Marketing
Natalia Ramirez °24

VP Membership Programming
Abby Holt *23

VP Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Ava Hickman °24

Panhellenic Delegate
Avery Rafferty °23

VP Intellectual Development
Keira Gallon °23

VP Facility Operations
Ellie McCarville 23

VP Philanthropy
Jillian Opie °24

C H/\ PT E R., 1. Raise $20,000 in one semester for The Willow.

2. Target a 3.55 GPA for spring 2025.

G OA I— 8 3. Increase overall feelings of sisterhood and transparency.




Who Should We Feature Next?

Please send your suggestion of who
deserves to be framed and celebrated to our
communications coordinator at
agriffith@penningtonco.com with “Alpha Chi
KU Feature Suggestion” in the subject line.

Members of the 2023 and 2024 member classes
dressed up to celebrate Galentine’s Day together.

i Chapter is proud to announce a 3.5
overall GPA from the fall semester. This

is a huge increase from spring 2024’s 3.37,
landing us at fifth overall in the Panhellenic
community. We are so proud of our members
and extend a huge thank-you to Liv Matthes
’21 for working so hard on our sisters’
academic plans, as well as putting on the first
ever 4.0 Banquet.

In February, we put on Pizza Pie with Alpha
Chi at the Phi house and had a huge turnout!
We are proud to have raised almost $9,000 in
one night to donate to The Willow. We later
held our Denim Day event and a philanthropy
event in April.

Phi Chapter had the privilege of sending seven
executive board members to Indianapolis for
two Headquarters leadership training sessions.

i
Chd

ZHSNOTES OF THE LYRE

PHI CHAPTER OF ALPHA CHI OMEGA
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

P.0. BOX 442100

LAWRENCE, K3 66044-2100

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

@) KUAXO.COM

@ ALPHA CHI OMEGA PHI CHAPTER

@KANSASALPHACHI

ALPHA CHI OMEGA, PHI CHAPTER
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

PRSRT-STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
KANSAS CITY, MO
PERMIT NO. 5264

BREAKING
RECORDS

Academic and

Philanthropic Achievement

Avery Oppermann 23, Cait Cobb 23,
Maria Vercelote 24, and Tehya Harvey

’23 had the privilege of diving deeper into
personal leadership strategies, chapter-wide
goals, delegation, and improving our rituals.
Lauren Tracy ’22, Taylor Stoll *22, and
Avery Rafferty ’23 all had the opportunity to
further develop our recruitment strategies and
marketing efforts.

Also in February, Phi Chapter participated in
the 76th Annual Rock Chalk Revue alongside
Sigma Alpha Epsilon, where Greta Green
’21, Sydney Nicks ’22, and Ella Bentley ’23
dreamed of being superstars through their
roles as Elaine, Margot, and Peggy. When
their brother, Ronnie, went behind their back
and submitted their demo to a competition
held by major pop icon, Johnny Starr, their
world was turned upside down. They headed

Ella Bentley °23, Sydney Nicks °22, and Greta
Green 21 smile in the dressing room before their
final Rock Chalk Revue show.

to New York City, where they discovered
Johnny’s contract was intended to control their
careers, revealing his horrible intentions. Keith,
Johnny’s assistant, exposed he also was trapped
by Johnny’s scheme and helped the girls fight
for their freedom and break through for their
claim to fame.

With this outstanding performance, Alpha Chi
Omega was awarded Best Female Lead for
Sydney Nicks 22, Best Use of Set, and Best
Overall Vocal Performance. This year, RCR
raised a record-breaking $60,000, and Phi Chapter
is proud to be a part of this historical moment.

Loyally,
Avery Oppermann ’23
Chapter President



